
 

 

St. Stephen Church 
The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

September 26, 2021 
   

Year of the Eucharist   

"Seek God in 
all things, 
and you   
shall find 
God at your 
side."  

-- St. Peter      
Claver  

 Reflection question: Do I seek 
God in the Eucharist?  Do I encoun-
ter him at my side? 

 

Sunday Masses: Vigil Masses on Saturdays: 4:30pm (in church), 6:00pm (outdoors at middle school)  
On Sundays: 7:30am, 9:15am, 10:45am  

Confessions: Every Saturday, 3:30pm to 4:00pm in the church and by appointment 

8030 Bradshaw Road, Kingsville, MD 21087  | 410-592-7071  |   nicole@ssparish.org 

September 26—Blessing 
for First Responders 

Join us in praying for all First Re-
sponders  at all Masses this week-
end, September 25 and 26, as we 
look forward to the Feast of the 
Archangels on September 29.  First 
responders, we invite you to come 
to Mass in uniform.   

Paid volunteers needed 

We are looking for paid volunteers 
to help with the setup of chairs be-
fore and after the 11:00 am Hall 
Mass (this will be starting on Octo-
ber 3). This setup could take ap-
proximately 3 hours on Sunday 
mornings. If you are interested, 
please contact the Parish Center at 
410-592-7071. Thank you! 

God doesn’t follow our script 

Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! (Numbers 11:29) 

It wasn’t about him. Moses was very clear about that fact. When Eldad and 
Medad received God’s spirit and prophesied, even though they were not 
gathered with him at the tent of meeting, Moses was not diminished in 
any way. 

Why not? Because the initiative and the spirit 
came from God, not from Moses. It was not Moses 
who would be glorified by the spiritual gifts 
poured out on the elders; it was the Lord. As he 
himself said, he’d be happy if all God’s people 
were prophets! He would be delighted if they all 
knew the Lord as intimately as he did and spoke 
his word as freely. Like Joshua, though, we some-
times want to make a script for how God can work 
in people’s lives. Moses teaches us to be open 
when the Lord works in unexpected ways. 

Jesus had a similar response to his disciples in 
today’s Gospel. When they complained that some-
one who didn’t follow them was casting out de-
mons in his name, Jesus told them not to worry. 
God was working through that person too. Again, 
like the disciples, we might think that things 

should be done a certain way. Then we feel threatened when people don’t 
follow our “script.”  

But as Jesus said, “Whoever is not against us is for us” (Mark 9:40). He was 
trying to broaden the disciples’ view so that they could be free to recog-
nize and follow the working of his Spirit in the future. That attitude be-
came extremely important when Gentiles started believing in Jesus.  

God sometimes looks at things differently than we do. We might be 
weighed down by a reluctance to change or a dislike of the unexpected. 
But God wants to work in the lives of his people, and he is so eager to pour 
out his Spirit that he won’t always follow our script. He challenges our 
narrow viewpoint. And that can be a really good thing! 

“Lord, broaden my expectations of how you might work today.” 

From The Word among Us,   September 26, 2021 
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God’s Gift of His Word 

Readings for next Sunday, the 27th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time   

Reading I:  Genesis 2:18-24          Psalm 128 

Reading II: Hebrews 2:9-11 

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself 
the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  What could keep you from em-
bracing the kingdom of God like a little child? 

 Children: When Jesus says, “ Let the children 
come to me,” and blesses them, what does that tell 
you about him? 

September 25 and 26 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Church)  William “Bill” Button (D) 

6:00 pm (Outdoors) Parish 

7:30 am  (Church)  Margaret and Chippy Baummer 

9:15 am (Church)  George Telljohann 

10:45 am (Church)  Bradley Hunter 

Our Parish Family 

May God bless these newest members of the Church who 
recently received the Sacrament of Baptism:  

Gabriella Rose Miller 

Mira Diane Shufelt 

We ask God’s blessings on these couples as we publish 
the banns of marriage: 

Nicholas Lamartina & Christina Heinlein - 2nd Banns  

George Rawlings & Christina Matousek - 3rd Banns  

Ryan Holtschneider & Megan Conway - 3rd Banns 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:  

Mildred Schnell 

Arlene Barlow 

Theresa Dollenger 

Saint Stephen School News 

We look forward to seeing you at Mass the weekend of Oc-
tober 2nd & 3rd.  Our students will deliver a brief presenta-
tion after the Homily.  As a school community, we are ded-
icated to teaching the Catholic Faith to our children in an 
environment of Academic Excellence. This past week we 
held our Student Council Elections.  It is great to see God’s 
children taking on Leadership Roles and Responsibilities 
with a Catholic mindset.  They are our next generation of 
Leaders.  Our Archdiocese has an annual collection for 
Catholic Schools every year and it coincides with this 
weekend.  We ask that you prayerfully consider a contribu-
tion and we  graciously thank you in advance for your sup-
port.  

 We have a few events on the calendar that we would like 
to cordially invite you to. Our Fathers’ Club Golf Outing 
will be held on Monday, October 18th at the Winters Run 
Golf Club.  Cost: $135 includes continental breakfast, bever-
ages, and lunch.  Registration takes place at 9 am / Shot-
gun starts at 10 am.  Information can be found on our 
school website at: https://ssschool.org/news/
golftournament-1 Sponsorships are also still available at: 
https://ssschool.org/news/golfsponsorships-1 

There is also a Mini Golf Tournament at Mountain Run 
in Fallston on Thursday, October 7th. The time is from 
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. It does include food, drink, beer and 
wine Please call the school at 410-592-7617 for further in-
formation. 

We continue to keep you in our prayers and I ask that you 
keep us in your prayers. 

God Bless, 

Mr. Golden, Principal 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, November 6th - The 
St. Stephen School Annual Wine Tasting event returns as 
an in-person event with an option for virtual.  Limited in-
person and VIP tickets will be sold to maintain social dis-
tancing.  More details to come in the following weeks!  
This is a 21+ event. 

September 11 & 12, 2021 Mass Attendance 

Saturday 4:30 pm Church - 108 

Saturday 6:00 pm Outdoor - 132 (Scout Mass) 

Sunday 7:30 am Church - 110 

Sunday 9:15 am Church - 109 

Sunday 10:45 am Church - 154 

Total = 513 

Same weekend 2020 = 284 

Same weekend 2019 = 1035 

Our beautiful  
back to school  

Mass!  

https://ssschool.org/news/golftournament-1
https://ssschool.org/news/golftournament-1
https://ssschool.org/news/golfsponsorships-1
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Altar Flowers  
Flowers may be given for the altar or the Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph shrine altars as a memorial or 
for a special intention. The offering for each arrange-
ment is $50. Please make arrangements at least two 
weeks ahead of time so that we may get the memorial 
and/or intentions in the bulletin. Contact Brother 
William at 410-592-7071 or wciganek@archbalt.org  

Sacristan 
Brother William will be serving the parish as sacristan 
at all Mass locations. If you have been helping in any 
way with any aspect of caring for the church please 
introduce yourself to Brother William so he is aware 
of what you do. Thanks to all those who help.  

Online Retreat for Adult Children  
of Divorce 

Life-Giving Wounds, a Catholic apostolate dedicated to 
the spiritual healing of adult children of divorce or sepa-
ration, will host an online retreat this Fall. Taking place 
over seven Thursday evenings, from Sept. 30 to Nov. 11, 
the retreat will include six live presentations, guided 
small group discussions, and an evening of live-streamed 
Eucharistic Adoration with live music. Retreatants will 
also receive a Retreat Guide and journal. $150 early-bird, 
$225 after Sept. 20; college students/consecrated $75 early
-bird, $100 after Sept. 20.  

More information and registration here: https://
www.lifegivingwounds.org/onlineretreat  

The Burial of Urns  
All Souls Day November 2, 2021 

The Office of Cemetery Management of the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore is providing a final resting place for those 
who were cremated but not yet buried.  Since cremation 
has become an accepted practice, more families are 
choosing cremation though choosing not to bury at the 
time of cremation.   

The Archdiocese of Baltimore is providing an opportunity 
to bury the deceased in sacred ground at Holy Cross 
Cemetery (Ritchie Highway) for a reduced cost of $350.  
The urns will be in one vault which is sealed and buried.  
The grave is marked with the date of burial and the de-
ceased’s name will be recorded in the cemetery’s records 
so that family and future generations may visit.   

Those hoping to participate in the November 2 burial, 
must be registered  by October 15, 2021.  For more info 
and details of registration, contact Rev. Patrick Carrion, 
Office of Cemeteries at 410-547-5375 or  
Pcarrion@archbalt.org . 

October 9—Respect Life Mass and  
Eucharistic Procession 

All are welcome to attend the Annual Respect Life 
Mass at St. Michael's Overlea on Saturday, October 
9th at 9:00 am.  As is traditional, following the Mass, 
the group will join in a Eucharistic procession up 
Belair Road to the Fullerton 40 Days for Life site, a 
distance of about a mile. We’ll be praying and singing 
on the way as we wit-
ness to life.   

We will then process 
back to St. Michael's 
Overlea for Benediction 
followed by light re-
freshments.  If you need 
any additional infor-
mation, please call Janet 
Dziennik at 443-676-
5283. 

We are looking for families who need help putting a 
Thanksgiving meal on the table this year. We will be 
providing a frozen turkey and nonperishable food items 
for a Thanksgiving dinner. All families helped will remain 
anonymous. Pickup will be on Tuesday, November 23rd, 
6-8pm. If you or someone you know is in need, please 
reach out to Aubrey Briggs at the Parish Center by Thurs-
day, November 11th, 410-592-7072, aubrey@ssparish.org. 
We look forward for the opportunity to serve as many 
families as we can.   

Honest Conversations About Race  

Adults are invited to join us for four sessions led by 
facilitators from the Racial Justice Circles. The conver-
sations will be a space to reflect together on race and 
anti-racism using curriculum based on "Cracking the 
Codes of Systemic Racism."  The online sessions will 
run on Tuesdays in October from 7pm - 8:30pm: Oct 
5, 12, 19, and 26.   

To sign up, please click on the Sign Up Genius link at 
the bottom of our parish website (www.ssparish.org)
to rsvp. If you have questions, please contact Kellie  

Reynolds at 410-592-7294 or kellie@ssparish.org.  

https://www.lifegivingwounds.org/onlineretreat
https://www.lifegivingwounds.org/onlineretreat
mailto:Pcarrion@archbalt.org
mailto:aubrey@ssparish.org
http://www.ssparish.org/
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
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Youth Ministry  

September 26—High School Ministry Kick Off: Join 
us for a regional event this Sunday, Sept 26th from 1pm 

– 3pm at St. John in 
Long Green.  The Ra-
vens game will be broad-
cast on an outdoor 
screen.  Bring your own  
refillable drink contain-
er; snacks will be provid-

ed.  There will be games and activities both indoors 
and outdoors.  We hope to see you there!  

Adult Formation Series During Children’s 
Faith Formation 

We welcome all Faith Formation and School parents 
to attend sessions on what to teach your children 
about Mary, the Mother of God and what to teach 
your children about Advent. Enjoy the opportunity to 
learn more about your faith and how to take it home 
to integrate into your family life.  

Sessions will be led by co-directors of our Children’s 
Faith Formation Program, Brother William and Au-
brey Briggs and will take place during the children’s 
classes. Mark your calendars with the following dates 
and reach out to Brother William 
(wciganek@archbalt.org) or Aubrey 
(aubrey@ssparish.org) with any questions. We can’t 
wait to see you there! 

Mary, the Mother of God - Sunday, October 17th, 
9:50-10:40    

Advent - Sunday, November 7th, 9:50-10:40 

Faith Formation 2021-2022 

We are thrilled to announce that registration for Faith 
Formation 2021-2022 is OPEN! Registration is for 
grades PreK-8.   

All sessions are 9:50 to 10:40 
Sunday mornings, starting    
October 3, 2021. We joyfully 
welcome everyone back to       
IN-PERSON sessions! Be sure 
to visit our website at         
ssparish.org/ffregister to       
register today. 

Questions? Please contact 
Yvonne Malick at the Parish Center. 
Yvonne@ssparish.org or 410-592-8666. We can't wait to 
see you soon! 

Altar Server training is open! 

Altar server training is open to 
all St. Stephen Parish and 
School children in grades 5, 6, 
7, and 8 who are baptized Cath-
olic, and have celebrated First 
Holy Communion. We’re plan-
ning a training session on a 
weekday evening, so if your 
child is interested in becoming 
an Altar Server, please contact 
Yvonne Malick at 410-592-8666 
or yvonne@ssparish.org.  

Altar Server Cookout: We would also like to invite 

all current Altar Servers, new Altar servers, and their fam-
ilies to the Altar Server Cookout on Tuesday, September 
28th, from 6 pm - 8 pm at the St. Stephen School pavil-
ion. Please RSVP to yvonne@ssparish.org so that we have 
enough food and drinks for everyone.  

Confirmation Notices 

Confirmation 2022 – An updated calendar and notice 
about the Sign Up Genius for the Candidate Sponsor 
night in October was emailed.  Please check your junk 
folder if you have not yet received the information.   

You will also find both the new  
calendar and the SUG link on the    Confirmation page of 
the website:  www.ssparish.org/Confirmation 

Blessing of Pets  

Come to the Blessing of Pets on Sunday, October  3 at 
2:00 pm on the lawn by the Rectory (white house next to 
the church).  Please leash or cage your pet and thank you 
for cleaning up after your pet. 

Free Concert 

The United States A 
rmy Field Band 
Woodwind Sextet will 
perform on Sunday, 
October 3 at 4:00pm 
at the Church of the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, 8501 Loch     
Raven Blvd., Towson.  
The concert is free, and all are welcome to attend.  For 
more information, call (301) 677-6586 or visit 
ArmyFieldBand.com.   

https://ssparish.org/ffregister
mailto:Yvonne@ssparish.org
mailto:yvonne@ssparish.org
mailto:yvonne@ssparish.org
https://www.ssparish.org/Confirmation
https://armyfieldband.com/
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Courage and EnCourage Ministries   

Courage is a ministry to people with same-sex attrac-

tions who are looking for support to live chaste lives ac-
cording to the teachings of the Church. For information, 
go to their website, www.couragerc.net.   

Msgr. James Farmer is the local Courage chaplain.  He is 
available for confidential inquiries or conversations at 
(410) 444-6500. Voice mail messages should include a 
first name and a private number to return the call. 

EnCourage is an apostolate which provides pastoral 

care for families and friends of people who experience 
same-sex attractions and/or gender dysphoria. In many 
cases, their loved ones have adopted the LGBTQ label, 
and may have moved away from actively practicing their 
faith.  

Through local chapters and online support, our mem-
bers receive help and encouragement to understand the 
experience of their loved ones more deeply, to foster 
healthy relationships within their families, and to deep-
en their own relationship with Christ. For the Balti-
more area chapter, contact: Pat Phebus at (410) 302-
4641 or e-mail: pgphebus@gmail.com 

Father Raymond Harris is the EnCourage Spiritual Direc-
tor. He can be reached at (410) 922-3800, ext. 6 or 
email: rharris@archbalt.org 

 

Respect Life Corner 

Pregnant, Need Help? Call Birthright at 410-838-0443, 
the Center for Pregnancy Concerns at 410-391-3911 or 
Women’s Care Center at 667-401-0700. 

Suffering Post-Abortion Stress? Call Project Rachel at 
410-625-8491 or go to rvbaltimore.org  

Birthright has resumed the Drop-In for women 
suffering the pain of a past abortion. The Drop-In 
sessions will be held the last Monday of each month at 
the Birthright Office, 38 East Gordon Street, Bel Air, 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. Masks and social distancing are 
required. 

 

Every human life is precious and worthy of  
protection 

“From your first moments of existence, you had all the 
DNA that would determine your sex, facial features, 
physique, and the color of your skin, hair, and eyes. At 
24 days, your heart began beating. By 8 weeks, all your 
organs were present, and your unique fingerprints were 
forming. Ultrasounds show that by 18 weeks, you could 
swim, somersault, suck your thumb, and even cover 
your ears if you heard loud music.”  

 USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “Another Look 
at Abortion” 

Let us pray for all who are forgotten or cast off, especially 
the unborn, the poor, the sick, and the aged: may they be 
treated according to the dignity with which God created 
them. 

Bingo at Columbus Gardens 

Cardinal Gibbons Knights of Columbus Council #2521 
hosts Bingo every Monday night at Columbus Gardens 
on Klosterman Avenue. Doors open at 5:00pm and Bin-
go starts at 6:30pm. Hot food, snacks, and beverages 
are available for  purchase. There is also a $1,000 jack-
pot. All are welcome to attend! Call 410-256-2737 for 
any questions. 

40 Days for Life 

From September 22 
through October 31, you’re 
invited to stand and peace-
fully pray during a 40-day 
vigil in the sidewalk public 
right-of-way in front of the 
Belair Beltway Plaza 7600 
Belair Rd, Fullerton, MD 
where Whole Woman’s 
Health (abortion facility) is 
located, and also to help 
spread the word about this 
important community out-
reach.  

If you’d like more information, please contact: Diane  
Alvarez at 40daysforlifefullerton@gmail.com or go         
to  our website, 40daysforlife.com/fullerton. If you  
would like to pray with a partner, call Anne Fox at 443-
402-0711. 

We’re planning to have a St. Stephen day at the 40 Days 
for Life vigil site—watch for details on when!  

mailto:pgphebus@gmail.com
mailto:rharris@archbalt.org
mailto:40daysforlifefullerton@gmail.com
40daysforlife.com/Fullerton

