
   

Readings for the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I: Job 38:1, 8-11                    Psalm 107 

Reading II: 2 Corinthians 5:14-17     

Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm 

Keep the readings in mind as you ask yourself the ques-
tions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  When has the Lord calmed the stormy 
seas of your life? 

Children:  What fear would you like the Lord to help  you 
overcome? 
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Intercessions 

For Pope Francis and all clergy, may they lead us to faith 
that surpasses all understanding, we pray to the Lord… 

For the world, that we have a greater awareness of the 
working conditions and injustices experienced by seafarers 
and we join in working for change, we pray to the Lord… 

For St. Stephen's Community, may we care for those in 
need of food and other necessities with humility and honor, 
we pray to the Lord… 

For all fathers, in gratitude for their loving care and sup-
port, we pray to the Lord… 

For all refugees on this World Refugee Day, may we work 
to protect their dignity and honor and assist them in find-
ing safe placement, we pray to the Lord… 

For the sick and dying in this faith community, and for 
those who love them, may God grant them strength, we 
pray to the Lord... 

For those who have died, may we be comforted by 
knowledge that they rest with Jesus, we pray to the Lord....  

Calming the Storms of Life 

“Why are you 
afraid? Have you 
no faith?” And 
they were filled 
with awe, and said 
to one another, 
“Who then is this, 
that even wind 
and sea obey 
him?” 

The Lord charges 
[the disciples] to 
grow in faith so as 
to be at peace and 
to bring peace to 
others. How do 
we lay hold of this 
peace? By growing in our experience and in our won-
der and awe at what the Lord can do, and by learning 
to trust that God is bigger than our storms and con-
cerns. We also learn that some of the storms are actu-
ally to our benefit; they help to strengthen us, even 
speeding our journey along. 

Faith is a way of knowing. And thus we who grow in 
[faith] are less terrified of storms. We have come to 
experience how God delivers us and strengthens us, 
often in paradoxical ways, and that none of the things 
of this world can destroy us if we have faith. 

In my own life I have made this part of the journey to 
greater faith. I used to be very anxious about many 
things. Today I am seldom anxious because I have 
learned by faith and experience that God is working 
His purposes out. Most of the things I was anxious 
about in the past turned out fine, or at the very least 
OK. And even the stunning blows contained secret 
gifts, hidden at the time, only to be revealed later. This 
is the knowing of faith, that brings calm in the storms 
of life. 

Msgr. Charles Pope, writing at blog.adw.org 

If  you need to contact our Friendly Caller ministry 
(our parish outreach to those who are alone), please call 
the parish office 410-592-7071.   

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm
http://blog.adw.org/2018/06/storm-sea-teaches-us-christian-life/
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Our Parish Family 

May God bless this newest member of the Church who 
recently received the Sacrament of Baptism:    

Caleb Ryan Hendricks  

We ask God’s blessing on this couple as we publish the 
banns of marriage: 

Luke Gregerson & Ashley Cooper - 3rd Banns 

June 19 & 20 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Church)         Bill Button (D)   

6:00 pm (Outdoors on School Parking Lot) 

               Parish    

7:30 am  (Church)  

9:15 am (Church) George Butera  

10:45 am  (Church) Carl Goscinski (D) 

 

Father’s Day Blessings!   

We give special thanks to Fathers, Grandfathers and Great
-Grandfathers, Godfathers, and all those who give fatherly 
support to us.  Please also include a special prayer of 
thanksgiving for our Priests, Brothers, and Deacons serv-
ing around the world and right here at St. Stephen!  

Honor St. Joseph on Father’s Day: We invite you to join 
us in offering a spiritual bouquet to St. Joseph for Father’s 
Day, with prayer intentions you’d like to be entrusted to 
St. Joseph’s intercession. We also encourage you to partic-
ipate from home with these simple suggestions: https://
www.usccb.org/resources/fathers-day-action-guide-home
-activity.pdf 

As we celebrate the gift of fathers and honor St. Joseph, 
we also recognize that Father’s Day can be a difficult holi-
day for many. We hope this spiritual bouquet provides an 
opportunity to pray for the intentions brought to your 

June 20 is World Refugee Day 

The Israelites escaped Egypt. 
The Holy Family fled Herod. 
God’s children still face the 
same reality.  

A refugee is a person who has 
been forced to flee his or her 
country due to persecution, 
conflict, violence, and/or 
changing climate that has led 
to crop failure and hunger.  

More than 80 million people around the world have 
been forced to flee for these reasons. More than 30,000 
people are displaced every day. 

What are WE called to DO? 

Christ was a migrant and a child of refugees. The Cath-
olic Church views assisting those in need as a funda-
mental Christian duty.  We are called to welcome, love, 
show compassion, and provide support to refugees. 
How? 

• Support funding that helps refugee families access 
basic necessities.  

• Donate to Catholic Relief Services who provides 
food, clean water, medical assistance, shelter, sanita-
tion infrastructure, education, counseling, and job 
support for refugee families.   

• Pray for refugee families to find safety, economic op-
portunity, peace, and loving support in communities 
with a prayer like the one below.  

Almighty God, millions of our sisters and brothers are on 
the move around the world, not by choice, but by despera-
tion. For those forced to flee violence, we pray they find 
safety. For those seeking economic opportunity, we pray 
they find secure livelihoods. For those trying to support 
and protect their families, we pray they find communities 
to embrace them. For those searching for peace and 
hope, we pray that we may be bearers of the Good News.  

We are called to be prophetic advocates in this world, to 
call out injustice and be heralds of Truth and Love. We 
pray that all migrants, refugees and displaced per-
sons may find safe and loving communities and the op-
portunity to thrive. And we pray that we may have the 
courage to stand and act in defense of human dignity for 
all our sisters and brothers in need.  Amen.  

Year of the Eucharist   

Holy Eucharist is the sacrament in 
which Jesus Christ gives his Body 
and Blood—himself—for us, so that 
we  too might give ourselves to him 
in love and be united  with him in 
Holy Communion. In this way we 
are joined with the one Body of 
Christ, the Church.   

Youcat, § 208 

Share with us! We are looking for brief, personal stories 
on how the Eucharist has influenced your life. Please sub-
mit your personal story here: www.archbalt.org/year-of-
the-eucharist/submissions-for-year-of-the-eucharist/ 

June 12 & 13 2021 Mass Attendance 

Saturday 4:30 pm Church: 69 

Saturday 6:00 pm Outdoor 59 

Sunday 7:30 am Church 105 

Sunday 9:15 am Church 102 

Sunday 10:30 am Church 115 

 Total = 450 

 Same weekend 2019 = 954  

https://www.usccb.org/resources/fathers-day-action-guide-home-activity.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/fathers-day-action-guide-home-activity.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/fathers-day-action-guide-home-activity.pdf
http://www.archbalt.org/year-of-the-eucharist/submissions-for-year-of-the-eucharist/
http://www.archbalt.org/year-of-the-eucharist/submissions-for-year-of-the-eucharist/


 3 

ST. STEPHEN PROJECTS  

 

Walking with Moms in Need 

Pregnant and parenting moms in need are in our parishes 
and our neighborhoods. As Pope Francis  reminds us, our 
parishes need to be “islands of mercy in the midst of the sea 
of indifference.” In order to assess, expand, and better com-
municate resources to local pregnant moms and families in 
need, our parish is joining a nationwide effort entitled: 
“Walking with Moms in Need.”  

Do you have a heart for women who are pregnant and par-
enting? We invite parishioners to join us as we embark on 
this effort to serve mothers in need in our community. For 
more information, and to ensure you receive news and up-
dates, please contact Kellie Reynolds at 410-592-7294 or 
kellie@ssparish.org.   

Eucharistic Adoration on June 24!  

As we celebrate the Year of the 
Eucharist in the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore, the Church will be 
open for Eucharistic Adoration on 
Thursday, June 24th from 6pm 
until 7:30pm.  Closing prayer and 
Benediction will begin at 
7:15pm.  Eucharistic attendants 
are needed; please consider dedi-
cating a half hour to be present with Christ in the Eucharist 
by adding your name to the Sign Up Genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-eucharistic5 
All others may come and go at any time on that evening. 

St. Stephen Soccer Registration is now open! 

We are excited to bring back soc-
cer at St. Stephen this fall!  Regis-
tration is open to all St. Stephen 
students, parishioners, and mem-
bers of the community.  We will 
be participating in the Archdio-
cese of Baltimore Soccer League 
for boys and girls, ages 6-14. 

We are looking for coaches and someone who would 
be interested in running a clinic for pre-K and Kinder-
garten students.  We look forward to seeing everyone 
this fall! 

To register, please visit 
www.ststephenabsp.squarespace.com.   

For questions or to volunteer please email              
soccer@ssschool.org.   

June 25 is the International Day for Seafarers 

Have you ever stopped to reflect upon the ease with which we have access to our favorite morning coffee from Brazil, 
grapes from Chile, or wheat from Turkey? What about our prescription medicine produced in Germany or the gasoline 
that fuels our cars made with crude oil from Saudi Arabia? 90% of global trade is moved by the sea and it is our fellow 
seafarers who work tirelessly to transport this cargo to and from the world’s 6,000 ports, including the 360 seaports that 
line our U.S. coasts. 

Stella Maris, founded by the Catholic Church, is the largest global maritime ministry serving 
seafarers, fishers, and family members in the world. In the U.S. Stella Maris is present in 53 
maritime ports in 26 states and in 48 dioceses. Port chaplains and lay volunteers minister to 
seafarers by offering pastoral care, friendship, transportation to purchase basic needs, Inter-
net connection/phone cards to communicate with family members, and more. In addition to 
offering welcome on ship visits, Stella Maris staff assists seafarers in distress, whether due to 
exploitative working conditions or long periods of isolation on board the vessel. 

Stella Maris Prayer:  

O Mary, Star of the Sea, Light of every ocean, guide seafarers across all dark and stormy seas that they may reach the   
haven of peace and light prepared in Him who calmed the sea. As we set forth upon the oceans of the world and cross the 
deserts of our time, show us, O Mary, the fruit of your womb, for without your Son we are lost. Pray that we will never fail 
on life’s journey, that in heart and mind, in word and deed, in days of turmoil and in days of calm, we will always look to 
Christ and say, “Who is this that even wind and sea obey him?”  Our Lady, Star of the Sea, pray for us.          Amen  

From St. Steven, Kenya: In honour of St. Jo-

seph Year of Jubilee, the Archdiocese of Mombasa 
during the annual Pilgrimage in Our Lady of Good 
Hope, Bura Parish in Taita Taveta Deanary in Feb-
ruary, The statute of St. Joseph was unveiled and 
communicated, that over the year each Parish will 
have the statute delivered for few days so that our 
Christians can do prayers and devotions to Our 
Spiritual Father St. Joseph. For Bomu we will re-
ceive the statute on June 22, 2021 and handover it to 
our neighbouring parish on 26.06.2021. 

mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-eucharistic5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-eucharistic5
http://www.ststephenabsp.squarespace.com
mailto:soccer@ssschool.org
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The Meaning of Sankofa:  You must reach back to reclaim that which is lost in order to move for-
ward.  The “Sankofa” is a metaphorical symbol used by the Akan people of Ghana, generally depicted as a 
bird with its head turned backward taking an egg from its back. It expresses the importance of reaching 
back to knowledge gained in the past and bringing it into the present in order to make positive progress. 


