
   

Readings for the 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I: Ezekiel 17:22-24  Psalm 92 

Reading II: 2 Corintians 5:6-10  Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/061321.cfm 

Keep the readings in mind as you ask yourself the ques-
tions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  What is the “good soil” that has allowed 
your faith to grow like the mustard seed?  

Children:  How can you help  your faith grow like the 
mustard seed? 
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A 
 seed is a small, fragile thing. Without the 
proper  attention and care it can die quickly. 
And a seed desires to be hidden. It does not 

call attention to itself. It prefers falling to the earth, 
into the earth and growing where none can see. 

From its hiding place, it produces first the shoot, then 
the plant fully grown and finally the fruit. But the seed 
itself remains unseen. At the same time, however, a 
seed possesses tremendous power. It need only find the 
proper soil and nourishment in order to produce great 
fruit. Even the smallest seeds can produce enormous 
plants. 

This humble power (and powerful humility) of the seed 
we find also in the theological virtue of faith. First, like 
the seed, faith has a humble and hidden quality. It is 
fragile and must be guarded from the world's many 
threats. If we neglect our faith or, worse, expose to it 
danger, then we will soon find ourselves [losing our 
faith]. Further, by faith we acknowledge our smallness, 
poverty and ignorance. Instead of relying on ourselves 
we look to God for instruction and rely on him for 
strength.  

Faith is also hidden within us, "buried" in our souls at 
baptism, so as to bear fruit on the outside. It is the 
plant fully grown — the Catholic life bearing fruit in 
works of charity — that people see. 

 Fr. Paul Scalia, writing at CatholicExchange.com 

Intercessions 

For the universal Church and all its members, that we pro-
claim the living Christ in our words and deeds, we pray to 
the Lord… 

For our nation, that we continue to peacefully address our 
differences and failures to love one another, finding worka-
ble solutions, we pray to the Lord… 

For St. Stephen’s Community, may we love and serve one 
another fortified by the real presence of Christ in the Eucha-
rist, we pray to the Lord… 

For the Sisters of St. Francis, as they begin their next chapter 
in their new home, may our love and support continue to be 
evident in every day matters, we pray to the Lord… 

For all of our seminarians, that their study and preparation 
strengthen their commitment to the Lord, we pray to the 
Lord… 

For all graduates, as they move on to the next phase of learn-
ing that they will continue to grow in faith and compassion; 
we pray to the Lord. 

For those nearing the end of life: May they be given the grace 
to persevere in faith and place their trust in God, as they pre-
pare for eternity with Christ; We pray to the Lord... 

For those who have died, especially Joseph Frankenberger, 
may they be embraced in the arms of Jesus, we pray to the 
Lord…  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/061321.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/061321.cfm
https://catholicexchange.com/the-seed-of-faith
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Our Parish Family 

We ask God’s blessing on these couples as we publish 
the banns of marriage: 

Luke Gregerson & Ashley Cooper - 2nd Banns 

Stanley Budzynski & Kaitlyn Love - 3rd Banns  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 

Joseph Frankenberger 

June 12 & 13 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Church)          Luther & Anna Duvall  

6:00 pm (Outdoors on School Parking Lot) 

               Parish   

7:30 am  (Church) Joan B. Otto 

9:15 am (Church) Jerry Kellner (D) 

10:45 am  (Church) James Gerard “Jerry” Kellner  

 

June 14 is Flag Day    
If you have an old flag that you would like to retire,   
we encourage you to reach out to any of our St. Ste-
phen Scouting groups for assistance.  The Scouts will 
be happy to collect your flag and dispose of it in the 
proper respectful and dignified manner.   

From our Sister Parish, St. Steven, Kenya  

May the peace of our Lord Jesus be with you and all at St. 
Stephen, Maryland. We are very grateful to the Almighty 
God that everything is good. Thanks for your prayers and 
Mass offered on behalf of Benard Karau and Susan 
Mwangi, I am happy to inform you that they we both 
discharged from the hospital and fully recovered from 
Covid-19.  A few updates: 

1. Schools here in Kenya have 
reopened after a long holiday 
to allow Standard Eight and 
Form Four candidates do their 
national examinations.  

2. In honour of St. Joseph Year 
of Jubilee, the Archdiocese of 
Mombasa, during the annual Pilgrimage in Our Lady of 
Good Hope, Bura Parish in Taita Taveta Deanary in Feb-
ruary, the statute of St. Joseph was unveiled and commu-
nicated, that over the year each Parish will have the stat-
ute delivered for few days so that our Christians can do 
prayers and devotions to Our Spiritual Father, St. Joseph. 
For Bomu we will receive the statute on June 22, 2021 and 
handover it to our neighbouring parish on 26.06.2021.  

3. Due to the guidelines given by the government 
through the ministry of health, our Small Christian Com-
munities meet at the church every Sunday for their pray-
ers as from 3:00PM.  

4. On the feast of St. Joseph the worker which was cele-
brated on 1.05.2021, our senior youth Don Bosco under-
took works of mercy by visiting the Association of Physi-
cally Disabled of Kenya facility in Port Reitz here in 
Mombasa. Fr. Kizito Ssendegeya celebrated Mass there 
with the children and staff members. Our youth also pre-
sented food and snacks to the children as well.  

 

Holy Spirit Church's Flea Market is back!  
On Saturday, June 19 from 9 AM - 1 PM, 540 Joppa 
Farm Road, Joppa in our Parish Center. Come and shop 
for great deals and enter our basket raffle! Questions? 
Call Kathy at 410-593-7162. We are not selling spaces or 

Communion for the sick/homebound is      
resuming:  If you know of a homebound parishioner 

who is in need of a visit to receive the Eucharist, please  
call the parish office at 410-592-7071 with their name, 
phone number, and address, so we may match them with 
an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist.  We’re grateful 
to once again be able to serve our parish family in this im-
portant way.  
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ST. STEPHEN PROJECTS  

Youth Ministry for youth in grades 6-12  

High School Youth seeking to celebrate Confirma-
tion:  If you’re interested in preparing for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, please let us know – we would love to 
work with you and help you prepare!  Please contact Mrs. 
Kellie (kellie@ssparish.org or 410-592-7294) so we can set 
up a time to meet this month.  

High School Peer Ministers: We are planning now for a 
summer leadership training retreat!  If you are entering 
grades 9-12 in the Fall of 2021 and would like to learn more 
about serving as a high school peer minister at St. Stephen, 
please contact Mrs. Kellie. Watch for more details about 
an event on June 29, Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. 

Shoeboxes for Sailors supplies are ready!  You can find 
the craft project along with some sacramentals and empty 
shoe boxes (if you need one) on the back porch of the par-
ish center.  Those who signed up should have received an 
email from Mrs. Robin with all the details for this project. 
Thank you for participating! Return your completed pro-
ject by Sunday, June 27.   

Vacation Bible School at St. Stephen: last  
weekend to sign up! 

The week of June 21st - June 
25th, 9am - 12pm, we will 
have two programs running 
simultaneously– one for PreK
-5th Grade and another for 
6th-8th Grade. PreK-5th will 
be embarking on a fun, inter-
active adventure through the "Treasured" VBS pro-
gram! Throughout each day they will journey through 
KidVid Cinemas, Bible stories, interactive science pro-
jects, jungle games, snacks and so much more as they 
discover how they are priceless to God!  
 
Our Middle School Program, "Practical Disciple-
ship" will implement practical life skills that directly 
respond to our call as disciples of Christ. Youth will 
learn General First Aid, perspective taking and con-
flict resolution as we are called to care for and respect 
our neighbors. They will learn cooking/nutrition/meal 
planning as we are called as children of God to care 
for our bodies. They will learn how skills such as sew-
ing, gardening, money management, etc. lead to a 
fulfilling opportunity to serve those in need. Middle 
Schoolers will finish the week with an increased set of 
skills, memories to last a lifetime, a better under-
standing of what it means to be a disciple of Christ, 
and even a few community service hours!  

For more information, visit  https://ssparish.org/
vacation-bible-school-registration 

Catholic Divorce Group for Children  

Thanks to a grant awarded to her foundation, our school 
counselor, Mrs. Lynn Kapusinski, will be 
leading a Catholic‐based group for children from divorced 
or separated families, starting in September. The group is 
open to school and parish families and those in the com-
munity. It will meet weekly for 10 Sundays from 11:45 am 
to 1:15 pm. A home component for parents will also be 
provided. Divorced or separated families whose child(ren) 
will be in grades 4‐8 this fall are encouraged to contact 
Mrs. Kapusinski at  
lkapusinski@ssschool.org for more information. An intake 
interview is required prior to registration. A limited num-
ber of spaces and partial scholarships are available. 

Walking with Moms in Need 

Pregnant and parenting moms 
in need are in our parishes and 
our neighborhoods. As Pope 
Francis  reminds us, our parish-
es need to be “islands of mercy 
in the midst of the sea of in-
difference.”  

In order to assess, expand, and better communicate 
resources to local pregnant moms and families in 
need, our parish is joining a nationwide effort enti-
tled: “Walking with Moms in Need.”  

We invite all parishioners to join us as we embark 
on this effort to serve mothers in need in our com-
munity. For more information, and to ensure you 
receive news and updates, please contact: Kellie 
Reynolds at kellie@ssparish.org or 410-592-7294.   

To learn more about the nationwide initiative, visit 
www.walkingwithmoms.com.  

Eucharistic Adoration Spiritual Oasis!  

As we celebrate the Year of the Eucharist in the Archdio-
cese of Baltimore, the Church will 
be open for Eucharistic Adoration 
on Thursday, June 24th from 6pm 
until 7:30pm.  Closing prayer and 
Benediction will begin at 
7:15pm.  Eucharistic attendants are 
needed; please consider dedicat-
ing a half hour to be present with 
Christ in the Eucharist by adding your name to the Sign 
Up Genius found on the home page of our parish website, 
scroll down to the bottom of the home page 
www.ssparish.org.  All others may come and go at any 
time on that evening. 

mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://ssparish.org/vacation-bible-school-registration
https://ssparish.org/vacation-bible-school-registration
mailto:lkapusinski@ssschool.org
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
http://www.ssparish.org
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Calling All Crocheters! 

Madison of Girl Scout Troop 4181 is 
crocheting hats for the babies in the 
NICU at Mercy Medical Center. 
She’s looking for volunteers who 
want to help, so she’s hosting a vir-
tual crochet day on Sunday June 13 from 5-6:00pm. All 
are welcome! Use this link: https://zoom.us/
j/99263688196. The meeting ID is: 992 6368 8196. To 
get the password for the meeting (for safety), email 
ssstroop4181@gmail.com. You can work on your own 
as well; use the email to obtain a crochet kit and/or a 
pattern.   

St. Stephen Scout News 

Girl Scouts 

Our Girl Scout Troops are gearing up for Bridging and outdoor fun now that the weather has warmed. Girl 
Scout activities center around STEM, the Outdoors, development of Life Skills, and Entrepreneurship.  It’s 
the best leadership experience for girls in the world for one very good reason: because it’s girl-led!  It is also 
time for Early Registration, so anyone interested in having their daughter join the premier leadership or-
ganization just for girls please phone 410-877-0698 or email renemonaghan@hotmail.com.    

Cub Scout Pack 877  

The 2020-2021 Scout Year definitely did not go as planned, but the Cubs of 
Pack 877 still had a great year! We met on May 24 at Jerusalem Mills for 
the end of year Awards and our Bears Carnival! The highlight was a giant 
slingshot where Cubs could launch footling runner chickens—even some 
of the parents got in on the fun! We are busy planning our calendar of 
events for the 2021-2022 Scout year.  

In June we will be completing a service project for St. Stephen and on    
Saturday, August 7, we are hosting a trail run at the Anita C. Leigh Estuary 
Center. To register for our Trail Run, please visit the Trading Post on 
Pack877.org, registration is only $15, it includes a shirt for the run and you 
can run in person or virtually. If you are interested in learning more about 
Pack 877, please contact Ashley at Ashley.easter@pack877.org. 

Scouts BSA Troop #877   

St Stephen Troop 877 is always happy to have young boys/men join the 
troop.  Interested scouts should email the Scoutmaster, Tim LaChapelle at 
twlachapelle@yahoo.com and/or the Executive Committee Chair Cindy 
Stevens at ourfivemonkeys@gmail.com for more information.  You can also view upcoming Troop 877 activi-
ties here at this link: https://troop877.trooptrack.com/calendar 

In addition, Troop 877 is still offering Camp Cards/Scout Coupon Cards which for a $5 donation, provides 
over $80 in discounts to local businesses like Jiffy Lube, Ace Hardware, Dick's Sporting Goods, Wendy's and 
Taco Bell to name a few.  For each $5 card, $2.50 will go to Troop 877 and $2.50 goes to the Baltimore Area 
Council's Disadvantaged Scouting program.  The BAC's Disadvantaged Scouting program helps defer costs 
and provide equipment for our Baltimore BSA families that are economically disadvantaged.  Please reach 
out to Trish Paine at trishapaine@msn.com on how to get your Camp Cards/Scout Coupon Cards. 

Girl Scout Bronze Award project to benefit 
Lola's Landing Animal Shelter 

Italy of Girl Scout Troop 4181 is working toward Girl 
Scout Bronze Award. Italy and another scout will be 
making dog toys for Lola's Landing animal shelter and 
are in need of the following donations: tennis balls, rope, 
socks, fiber filling, T-shirts, bandanas, scrap fabric, fabric 
paint, and iron on decals.   

Please drop off your donations to the bin located at the 
Church's outside basement door between June 5 and June 
13.  Thank you for your support!  

https://zoom.us/j/99263688196
https://zoom.us/j/99263688196
mailto:ssstroop4181@gmail.com
mailto:renemonaghan@hotmail.com
mailto:Ashley.easter@pack877.org
https://troop877.trooptrack.com/calendar
mailto:trishapaine@msn.com

