
FAITH FORMATION-SERVICE-LITURGY-STEWARDSHIP-EVANGELIZATION

ST. STEPHEN PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Wednesday, April 7th, 2021 Meeting Minutes

LOCATION:  Zoom Meeting

In Attendance: Fr. George Gannon, Drew Bonthron, Jim Kalinosky, Nicole Kalinosky,
Bob Melewski, Kellie Reynolds, Isabelle Schucker, Tim McNamara, Deacon Frank
Laws, Rene Monaghan, Sr. Angela DeFontes, Mary Morgan, Sam Miller, Nancy Van
Poppel, Duffy Laws

Members Unable to Attend: Fr. Paul Breczinski, Pat Budzynski, Mary Patrick, Andrew
Bateman,  Craig Bryant, Rob Hott

Opening:
● Jim Kalinosky began the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
● Isabelle Schucker led our opening prayer.
● All members read our Parish Mission Statement.

“We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ, as a
welcoming, worshipping, Catholic Community by sharing, growing and living the
Gospel.”

Routine Council Business:
● Meeting Notes from March 3, 2021 were approved without changes.

Introductory Comments:
● Jim Kalinosky welcomed everyone to the meeting.
● All members sang “Happy Birthday” to those with recent birthdays.

Pastor’s Comments:
● Fr. George wished everyone a Happy Easter.
● The Triduum and Easter celebrations were wonderful and uplifting to many.
● On the morning of Easter Sunday, capacity crowds were met, and the afternoon

masses had great crowds as well. There were two outdoor masses on Sunday,
and many parishioners attended because they felt safer being outside .

● The altar servers were able to serve at some of the masses, and many
parishioners came to mass in person for the first time.

● Thank you to all of those that helped plan the masses and make it happen.
● Thanks to Drew and some other volunteers, the lectors will be back at the

morning masses.
● The Parish is welcoming Fr. Jim Proffitt as he visits this month to celebrate Mass.
● Fr. George was invited to join the Pastors’ Forum Round Table. He was

appointed by Archbishop Lori, and the first meeting on April 14 will discuss
opening up parishes safely after Covid.



● Fr. George and Bob received an email asking if they were interested in hosting a
vaccination site at St. Stephen, and they are currently looking into the details.

● The parish will be welcoming Brother William Ciganek on July 1; he will be
working closely with Bob in the Business Office and in the areas of Liturgy and
the Sacristy.

● Fr. Stephen Roth, the Vocations Director for the Archdiocese, reached out to Fr.
George about assigning a seminarian to the Parish for the summer, but the
Parish currently does not have space for the seminarian to live.

Financials:
● Bob explained that the income, offertory, and expenses from July 2020 through

February 2021 are down compared to that time last year. There was about an
$18,000 deficit in February due to Covid and weather.

● The envelopes from Easter contained about $16,000, which is $10,000 more
than last year. The electronic funds were not yet reviewed.

● There is about $1,792,000 in the bank for the Capital Campaign, and about
$27,000 will be added in the coming weeks.

● The numbers for the school are also decreased, but they are doing okay thanks
to the funds from the Government assistance. The school will be in about the
same spot as last year due to not holding the carnival.

● The Parish is looking to the Archdiocese and the CDC to stay up to date on all
safety protocol.

● The PPP Loan from the Church was submitted months ago, and the parish is still
waiting on the results.

● There is enough money in the Capital Campaign to break ground on the new
Parish Center. The Parish sent a letter to the Archdiocese asking for an
extension on the Capital Campaign.

New Business:
● The Council discussed that the letter of appreciation for the faculty and staff of

St. Stephen will be sent out on May 3 along with goodie bags that Mary Morgan
is putting together. Sr. Angela is also planning a Mass for the faculty and staff for
Sunday, May 2 at 9:15 a.m. This mass will be livestreamed, and it is also a First
Communion Mass.

● The next school board meeting will be held on April 14.
● The Council decided to move the June meeting from June 2 to June 9. June 2 is

the graduation mass and celebration for the 8th grade students.
● The council discussed how everything went during the Triduum and Easter

Sunday celebrations:
○ Some ushers did not receive their schedule for the Easter masses, but

that issue has been corrected.
○ There was a slight issue in communication between the Eucharistic

Ministers and Ushers at the Easter Vigil Mass, but it all worked out.
○ Many people reserved seats on the Sign Up genius, but they did not all

show; others had to sit in overflow seating when it was not necessary. The



parish staff will lock the Sign Up Genius after the seating chart is made to
to prevent parishioners from editing their reservation.

○ Many parishioners enjoyed the Renewal of Baptismal Promises at mass.
○ Thanks to Aubrey Briggs for all of her help during the Easter celebrations.
○ Many people loved Fr. George’s message at the Easter Vigil Mass where

he explained that the space in which we worship does not matter as long
as we are together praising God.

● Nancy and Duffy discussed the preparations to celebrate the Sisters of our
Parish. A mass will be held outside on May 16 at 2 p.m. and will be dedicated to
the Sisters. A letter was sent out announcing their transition, and a Sign Up
Genius will be made for parishioners to reserve a spot for their mass.

● Rene asked about spaces on campus for the Scout meetings. In the coming
months, the Parish will look at the new Parish Center interior details. In the fall
and winter, more discussions will take place concerning areas available for
events and meetings within the new Parish Center.

Committee Reports:

Service -
● The committee is working on preparations for Earth Day and the Season of

Creation. More information will be listed in the bulletin.
● Kenya Day will be celebrated at noon on April 25.
● May 1 is the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker.
● A Catholic Charities Information Session on Catholic Social teachings will be held

during the month of May.

Liturgy -
● The committee will be holding a meeting next week.

Faith Formation -
● April 17 is the First Reconciliation Mass for Faith Formation students, and it will

be held outdoors.
● The First Reconciliation for the school children will be held on April 13.
● There will be 5 masses on May 1 with 12 families at each mass to celebrate First

Communion.
● May 15 is the Confirmation Mass for the young adults.
● More parishioners are looking to celebrate the sacraments of Baptism and

Marriage due to Covid postponing them.

Evangelization -
● The Speaker Series ended, and around 30-40 people were able to attend each

virtual session. A survey was sent out, and all responses were positive and
pertained to the sessions’ content, timing, and technology. Sr. Angela added that
a note will be sent out to those who signed up for the Series.

Closing Prayer:
● All members said “The Prayer of St. Francis” together.



Future PPC Meetings:
● Wednesday, May 5, 2021
● Wednesday, June 9, 2021

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:15 p.m.

Submitted,

Isabelle Schucker, Secretary
April 11, 2021


