
   

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Reading I: Acts 9:26-31              

Psalm 22 

Reading II: 1 John 3:18-24 

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm 

Keep the readings in mind as you ask yourself the 
questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  When have you been “pruned” by 
your experiences in a way that led to greater abun-
dance? 

Children: When have you felt stronger or better be-
cause you did something hard to help another person? 
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Mission Statement: We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ as a       
welcoming, worshiping, Catholic community by sharing, growing and living the Gospel. 

Intercessions for the Fifth Sunday of  
Easter  

For Holy Mother Church, as we celebrate the Blessed 
Mother this month, that we remember Mary’s com-
plete devotion to the Will of God, we pray to the 
Lord…  

For world governments, may they begin to create 
peace by focusing on the common ground and roots 
we share, we pray to the Lord…  

For our St. Stephen community, may we see all the 
ways to fulfill Christ’s commandment to love one an-
other, we pray to the Lord…   

For all those preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
First Holy Communion, may they be inspired by the 
true presence in the Eucharist and be bright, new wit-
nesses to the love of Christ, we pray to the Lord…   

For workers in every walk of life, may the example of 
St. Joseph the  Worker show us how to do God's work 
in a spirit of humility and love, we pray to the Lord…  

For our beloved dead, may they soon enjoy everlasting 
life in Paradise, we pray to the Lord…  

St. Stephen Church 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 

 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Whoever 
remains in me and I in 
him will bear much 
fruit, because without 
me you can do nothing.  

John 15:5 

The Vine and the Branches 

God wants us to “bear much fruit” and to “be [his] disci-
ples.” God wants our lives to show forth his goodness, to 
bring lost souls back into the fold, and to fill human socie-
ty and culture with the justice and beauty they need to 
flourish.  

Our desire to do something with our lives is a gift from 
God; we are created in his image, and he is the Creator – 
we too yearn to build, to contribute, to make a difference 
that will last not only in this life, but into all eternity. 

Bearing this fruit requires our own efforts to stay united to 
the vine, through prayer, the sacraments, and loving obe-
dience to God’s will. And it also requires our being pruned 
– the purification of our selfishness that comes through 
suffering and sacrifice.  

Love and sacrifice, as all the lives of the saints attest to, 
and as Christ himself exemplifies, keep the sap flowing. 
They yield the fruit we yearn for most: living a life that 
resounds with meaning and energy, a life that positively 
impacts others and exudes joy and enthusiasm, a life that 
changes this world for the better in as profound a way as 
Christ’s own life did, and a life whose meaning and impact 
overflow into eternity. 

This is what God wants for us; this is why Jesus came to 
earth. Bearing such fruit makes life worth living. 

Fr. John Bartunek, L.C.,  “Bearing Fruit for Christ’s King-
dom” at CatholicExchange.com 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm
https://catholicexchange.com/285-bearing-fruit-christs-kingdom-john-151-8
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May 1 & 2 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Hall)             Ralph & Eleanore Bunting   

 6:00 pm                        Parish   

 8:00 am (Hall)             Richard Tobash  

 9:15 am    St. Stephen’s Faculty & Staff   

 10:30 am (Hall)        St. Stephen Society  

Christianity is a Relationship 

How wonderful and strange that Christianity is not a set of 
ideas. It’s not a philosophy or an ideology. It’s a relationship 
with someone who has a voice. The first disciples were priv-
ileged to hear the voice of the historical Jesus. They heard 
its very particular tone and texture. 

But we hear his voice, too, in our own way, especially when 
we hear the Scriptures proclaimed at Mass. Mind you, we 
don’t just read the Bible; we hear the Bible. We can also 
hear the voice of Jesus through the teachings of the bishops 
and the popes.  

We can also hear the voice of Jesus in our conscience, which 
John Henry Newman called “the aboriginal Vicar of Christ 
in the soul.” We can hear the voice of Jesus in good spiritual 
friends as well, in those people who comfort us and chal-
lenge us and keep calling us to higher ideals and encourage 
us when we fall.  

We listen to the voice of Jesus because he is leading us to a 
renewed and transformed life with God.  

Bishop Robert Barron 

National Teachers’ Week—A Tribute to 
St. Stephen School Teachers and Leaders 

As we reflect on this past year, we want to express 
our deep admiration and gratitude for the faith and 
true belief of the St Stephen School teachers and 
leaders.  These courageous women and men know 
that their work brings students and families closer to 
Christ though high-quality Catholic Schools.  They 
know that they must continue regardless of the chal-
lenges presented. 

In the face of a global pandemic, high rates of 
COVID, and despite their fears as the pandemic 
swept through our communities, these school lead-
ers and teachers faced the challenges and became a 
voice of calm as they taught their students in person, 
and made virtual learning available to those who 
required it.  They provided a place of stability by 
meeting each of the challenges that emerged.  Thus, 
St. Stephen School continued to be a place where 
students could safely learn, be loved and feel a sense 
of connection that has been a challenge for so many 
during these days. 

The Holy Spirit was truly at work providing holy mo-
ments of grace and growth as our teachers entered 
each challenging day! 

Prayer for Teachers  

Lord God,  
your spirit of wisdom fills the earth  

and teaches us your ways.   

Look upon these teachers.  
Let them strive to share their knowledge  

with gentle patience and endeavor  
always to bring the truth to eager minds.   

Grant that they may follow Jesus Christ,  
the way, the truth, and the life,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers  

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

Virtual Kenya Day Celebration 2021 

The Kenya Partnership Committee extends our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who attended the Virtual Kenya Day 
celebration on April 25. We were honored to have our 
friends from our sister parish in Kenya, Fr. Gregory, Mas-
sawe, Fr. Kizito Ssendegeya, Felix Muindi and Mr. Francis 
Opondo join us for this first virtual event and delighted 
that many from our parish were also able to join in. Many 
thanks to Tina Segarra-Cangelosi, our Kenya Day photog-
rapher and graphic artist, who put together our slide 
presentation, and Kellie Reynolds who setup / hosted the 
Kenya Day ZOOM meeting. Colleen Everson delighted our 
guests with African trivia during our virtual event.  

The Partnership Committee is hop-
ing we can come together in person 
in 2022 for our annual Kenya Day 
Mass and “Taste of Africa” buffet. 
Stay tuned for details for the com-
mittee’s annual “Kenya Tea Party” 
in August 2021 in honor of the part-
nership’s 22nd anniversary.  

Please consider joining our part-
nership committee and share your 
ideas to unite with our sister parish 
in Kenya. We look forward to resuming our events with 
new members to foster our relationship with our friends in 
Kenya! Please call Mary Bauer at 443-456-3498 or email 
marybob73@aol.com for more information on the Kenya 
Partnership Committee. Enjoy the Kenya Day Presentation 
and photos through the years: https://youtu.be/
kgcBlfcTpA8 

mailto:marybob73@aol.com
https://youtu.be/kgcBlfcTpA8
https://youtu.be/kgcBlfcTpA8
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Mass of Gratitude  

In Honor of the 

 Sisters of St. Francis 

Come celebrate ninety years  

of generosity, wisdom, and  

extravagant Love! 
 

Outdoor Mass 

May 16, 2021 at 2:00 pm 

St. Stephen  

RSVP: St. Stephen Parish 

              410-592-7071 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mass47 

Bring a chair 

Create a sign to display  

expressing your love. 
 

For more information: 

https://ssparish.org/whats-happening-now 

A Memory Book for the Sisters: The Sisters want pictures of you to hold dear, so we’re creating a book with anecdotal 
memories, family photos, messages of appreciation, and historical memorabilia to give to them, as well as one to keep for 
our own remembrance. We invite you to send digital messages and pictures if possible, to Lindalee774@yahoo.com no 
later than May 16, 2021. Or mail hard copy items to 801 Wiesser Ct., Joppa, 21085. Keep in mind that this will be a book 
to be shared.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mass47
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mass47
https://ssparish.org/whats-happening-now
mailto:Lindalee774@yahoo.com
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ST. STEPHEN PROJECTS  

Summer Day Camp  

The Msgr. O'Dwyer Retreat House will be starting a summer 
day camp this year for incoming 1st through 5th grad-
ers.  We will be offering five weeks of an outdoor, faith-
filled, fun summer camp located on the campus of the Msgr. 
O'Dwyer Retreat House in Sparks, MD.  All CDC and Balti-
more County safety precautions will be strictly followed. 

More information and applications for campers and staff are 
located on the website, https://msgrodwyer.org/summer-
camp. 

We are looking forward to a fantastic summer.  

 

Youth Ministry Update for youth in  
grades 6-12  

April/May Virtual Service Project:  Our teens are 
working on our next service project as we prepare 
gifts for Veterans at Perry Point.  Completed projects 
due back on or before Sunday 5/23.  

May/June Service Project coming soon!  Watch 
for information about the next project which will 
begin in late May and run through June 25 which 
will support Seafarers through the Apostleship of the 
Sea.  Stella Maris, pray for us! 

May 8-9 - Mother’s Day Flower Sale: High School 
youth who are looking to fundraise for Summer 
Youth Ministry programs may contact Mrs. Kellie 
(kellie@ssparish.org) to inquire about opportunities 
to help with the flower sale!   See more infor-
mation nearby.  

May 8 - Scout Mass – Scouts are invited and en-
couraged to attend the 6pm outdoor Mass on Satur-
day May 8th.  Bring your own chair and please park 
on the Church lot, then walk up to the school park-
ing lot for Mass.  All Scouts are encouraged to wear 
your uniform; adults, too!  RSVP at the Sign Up Ge-
nius starting Wednesday, May 5 at 9am. 

May 16 - Celebration of Thanksgiving for our Sis-
ters of St. Francis – please mark your calendar and 
be sure to RSVP for the Mass being held on Sunday, 
May 16 at 2pm outdoors.  We’d love to see you and 
your families there.  See page 3 of this bulletin and 
the Sign Up Genius for more fun details!  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-
mass47 

May 25 - Worthy of the Call training online: 
Youth who are or are turning 14 years old and would 
like to volunteer in the parish can rsvp to attend this 
required training. You only need to attend Worthy 
of the Call once until you turn 18.  Please RSVP to 
Mrs. Robin by Friday May 21 so we can get you a 
packet.  Training will be held from 4pm – 5:15pm on 
Zoom; a link will be sent to you via email the day 
before the training. 

Rise Up! Thank you to the Middle School youth 
who participated in the Archdiocesan Rise Up! event 
on Saturday, April 17.  The day focused on challeng-
ing ourselves and drawing strength from our rela-
tionship with Jesus and our Catholic community.  
Parishioner Alyssa P described the experience this 
way: “I enjoyed Rise Up and I would definitely do it 
again and I think other kids would too. I feel like I 
learned about how Jesus guides us to do the right 
things and be strong.”  Watch for more opportuni-
ties to gather online or in person!  

Mothers’ Day Flower Sale 

We have flowers for all of 
the special women in your 
life! So many choices! One 
(or two) are sure to fit your 
Mom's style and your budg-
et. 

We have hanging baskets, 
4.5" annual pots and 6" an-
nual pots in various colors. See http://
www.ssparishevents.org/ for all of your options, make a 
choice, and click on the “place your order here” button at 
the bottom of the page. 

Schedule your pick up time when you order! Sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-
mothers4. Pick up times: 

• Saturday, May 8 between 2:00 PM and 6:00 PM 

• Sunday, May 9 between 8:00 AM and Noon  
    at the pavilion near the school 

Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-39)  

Young Adult Ministry Contact Info: Kellie Reynolds  
kreynolds@archbalt.org (best) or 410-592-7294. 

Follow us on twitter:  @ststephenyya    

Like our Facebook Page: ststephenyoungadultministry 

Check out our Pinterest Page  ststephenmd  

Follow us on Instagram  @mrskellie   

Engaged Encounter Weekend Information. It’s not too 
soon to get your spots for an In-Person Engaged Encounter 
commuter (no overnight accommodations) retreat taking 
place at Immaculate Heart of Mary parish in Parkville on 
Saturday and Sunday August 14th and 15th, 2021. You can 
find details and register on our website: https://
baltimore.engagedencounter.com/ 

https://msgrodwyer.org/summer-camp
https://msgrodwyer.org/summer-camp
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0BC5C8D9F9C9F666&cs=09B1BADA8FC58B6C7B06640E5BC09BC8
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0BC5C8D9F9C9F666&cs=09B1BADA8FC58B6C7B06640E5BC09BC8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mass47
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mass47
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mass47
http://www.ssparishevents.org/
http://www.ssparishevents.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mothers4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-mothers4
mailto:kreynolds@archbalt.org
https://baltimore.engagedencounter.com/
https://baltimore.engagedencounter.com/

