
   

Readings for Easter Sunday 

Reading I: Acts 10:34, 37-43  

Psalm 118 

Reading II: Colossians 3:1-4 or 
1 Corinthians  5:6-8 

Gospel: John 20:1-9 

The full text of these readings is available at 
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/
readings/040421.cfm 

Keep the readings in mind as you ask yourself 
the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  Why do you hope to live with 
Christ for all eternity? 

Children: Who has helped you to hope that 
you will live with Jesus forever? 
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Mission Statement: We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ as a       
welcoming, worshiping, Catholic community by sharing, growing and living the Gospel. 

Intercessions for Easter Sunday 

That our Holy Mother Church may be filled 
with Easter joy in her remembrance and cele-
bration of Christ’s paschal mystery, we pray 
to the  Lord...  

That the light of the risen Christ, shining for 
all the world to see, may guide people to re-
pentance and belief in the Gospel, we pray to 
the Lord...  

That all who struggle in faith and are bur-
dened by doubt may be strengthened by 
God’s grace this day, we pray to the Lord...  

May the glory of the Resurrection inspire last-
ing hope in all who work to  protect the dig-
nity of human life, we pray to the Lord…   

That this Easter season may be a time of 
growing in the gifts God has given us, we pray 
to the Lord...  

That our beloved dead may share in the life of 
the Risen One, we pray to the Lord...  

 

St. Stephen Church 
Easter Sunday  

April 4, 2021 

From Archbishop Lori 

This past year, though challenging, has taught us many things. 
After our long separations, we have learned more than ever to 
cherish the gift of presence – the joy of an embrace, the comfort-
ing smile of a loved one, the simple pleasure of sitting with family 
and friends around the table or in the backyard. So too, I hope, 
we have learned to appreciate, above all, the unfailing presence of 
Jesus in our lives – in our prayer, in the Sacraments, in each other 
and in our need for comfort and strength in the face of our own 
vulnerability.  

It is my prayer that we will come out of this experience recogniz-
ing in a new way – through a deep and personal encounter with 
our Lord and Savior – the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  

As stated in my recent pastoral letter, A Light Brightly Visible 2.0, 
our faith is most vibrant when we fully recognize that “[Jesus] is 
alive, he is present to us, and he is the lover of our souls, the light 
shining brightly at the core of our being.” 

Let us pray that our strengthened faith will unite us more than 
ever as a spiritual community, ever ready to shine the light of 
Christ for all the world to see. May God bless you and keep you in 
his love. 

Faithfully Yours in Christ,  
Most Reverend William E. Lori  

Rejoice, heavenly powers!  
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Exult, all creation around 
God's throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Sound the trumpet of salvation!  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040421.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040421.cfm
https://www.archbalt.org/a-light-brightly-visible-2-0/
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April 3 & 4 Mass intentions 

7:30 pm (Hall)               John & Margaret Berg  

7:30am (Hall)                Parish  

8:45am (Outdoors)      Cessation of all abortion  

9:15am  Married Couples  

10:00am (Hall)               Elaine Good (D)  

12:15pm (Hall)               St. Stephen Society   

2:00pm (Outdoors)  

Holy Week and Easter at St. Stephen 

Good Friday, April 2  

 Stations of the Cross at 3pm (livestreamed) 

 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 7:00pm in-person in 
the hall & livestream 

Holy Saturday, April 3 -  

 Morning prayer livestreamed by the Sisters at 8am   

 Noon Blessing of Easter Baskets in 
cars at noon in the school parking lot 

 Easter Vigil Mass 7:30pm in-person in 
the hall & livestream  

Easter Sunday, April 4 - Mass Times  

 7:30am – HALL 

 8:45 Outdoor on grass  between Middle 
School and Parish Center. Bring your own 
chairs for this Mass.  

 9:15am (Livestream Only) 

 10:00am - HALL 

 12:15pm – HALL 

 2:00pm Outdoor on school parking lot. Bring your own 
chairs for this Mass.  

Overflow spots may be available if Hall is full.   

To reserve your spot, click the Sign up Genuis link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4CAAAA2FABFE3-easter. 
Or call the parish office at 410-592-7072. 

Happy Easter to all of our St. Stephen casserole 
makers!   Thank you for your efforts every month to feed 
the hungry.  God bless you! 

The Resurrection of the Lord    

This man God raised on the third day.  (Acts 10:40) 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  What joy we feel when we 
hear those words on Easter!  We have made it 
through the forty days of Lent.  We have walked 
with Jesus on his journey to the cross in Holy Week.  
Now we can proclaim the good news of his resurrec-
tion and celebrate with all the angels and saints. 

But Easter does not end today.  As a Church, we 
celebrate Easter as an octave, for a full eight days.  
We celebrate it as a liturgical season, lasting fifty 
days, until Pentecost.  And we celebrate it every 
Sunday throughout the year. 

The truth is, Easter never ends!  What Jesus accom-
plished through his death and resurrection can nev-
er be undone.  What our Father created as “very 
good” (Genesis 1:31), what was corrupted and lost, 
has now been redeemed. 

So, look beyond this joyous day to the season ahead.  
Spend time over these next fifty days reflecting on 
the Mass readings to see how the apostles respond-
ed to this good news.  For them, the resurrection 
changed everything and turned their whole world 
upside down!  Jesus had risen—they had seen him 
with their own eyes.  Where once they were afraid, 
now nothing was more important to them than 
sharing the good news, whatever the cost. 

Jesus’ resurrection has changed everything for you 
too.  You are loved.  You are redeemed.  And “when 
Christ your life appears, then you too will appear 
with him in glory” (Colossians 3:4). 

How will you respond to this amazing news?  Don’t 
let Easter come and go.  Live in this truth every sin-
gle day.  Let it seep into every fiber of your being.  
Baptized into Christ’s resurrection, you are a new 
creation.  Christ lives in you and you live in Christ, 
both now and forever.  Alleluia! 

“Jesus, you are my all in all.” (Colossians 3:11) 

Reference: the WORD among us:  Easter 2021 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-easter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-easter
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During Lent and through Easter, we are being 
asked to pray for the seminarians of the Arch-
diocese of Baltimore, a different one each day. 
Here are the names for this week:  

Sunday, April 4: Connor Schmidt 

Monday, April 5: Russ Sullivan 

Tuesday, April 6: Khoa Tran  

Wednesday, April 7: Nathan Turska  

Thursday, April 8: Cornelius Ugwu  

Friday, April 9: Zachary Watson  

Saturday, April 10: Joseph Wolfensberger  

Youth Ministry for youth in grades 6-12 

#HSYM: All parish youth in grades 9-12 are en-
couraged to join us twice each month online for 
conversations, social time, service projects, and 
prayer.  We meet online the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month. To access the zoom on April 11 and 25 
please check your email for the zoom meeting ID & 
passcodes! Didn’t get the email? Check with par-
ents, and check your junk folders. Please set your 
log in name to First Name, Last Initial, and grade. 

April/May Virtual Service Project:  Join us for 
the next service project as we prepare gifts for Vet-
erans at Perry Point.  Sign up by April 11 at the Sign 
Up Genius “Service Fair” and look for the slots for 
“4/2021 Gifts for Veterans.”  An email with details 
will be sent to everyone who signs up.   

April 17 - Rise Up! Middle School Event : All 
youth in grades 6-8 are invited 
to attend the 4th annual Rise 
Up! Middle School Event.  Each 
session is around 3 hours start to 
finish.  You can register online 
at   https://archbalt.regfox.com/
rise-up-2021.   If you want to use 
the ropes course, sign up as a “participant” – the 
cost is $30.  Watch the 
2020 PROMO video:  https://
vimeo.com/384896527.   
GENERAL INFO landing page:  https://
ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day
-2021/ 

Mother’s Day Flower Sale - Leadership Team 
Needed: We are hoping to be able to hold this 
event, but are not certain.  If you are interested, 
please let us know, email or call Mrs. Robin  410-
592-7294, robin@ssparish.org 

Pray for Confirmation Candidates: We’re grate-
ful to everyone who is praying for a candidate or 
two this year!  Please return your cards and notes 
for your candidate to the Youth Ministry office this 
month. Thank you! 

Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-39)  

Young Adult Ministry Contact Info: Kellie Reynolds at     
kellie@ssparish.org (best) or 410-592-7294. 

Follow us on Twitter:  @ststephenyya    

Like our Facebook Page  ststephenyoungadultministry 

Check out our Pinterest Page:  ststephenmd 

Follow us on Instagram:  @mrskellie   

Service and Social Justice Committee:  Are you interested 
in Catholic Social Teaching and how that teaching can in-
form current events of our community and world?  If you 
would like to serve on this parish committee that meets 
once a quarter as well as assist with our many parish service 
projects, please contact Kellie Reynolds 410-592-7294 or 
(best) kellie@ssparish.org.  

Engaged Encounter Weekend Information.  Register 
soon to get your spots for an in-person Engaged Encounter 
commuter (no overnight accommodations) retreat taking 
place at Immaculate Heart of Mary parish in Parkville on 
Saturday and Sunday August 14th and 15th, 2021. You can 
find more details and register for the weekend on our NEW 
website: https://baltimore.engagedencounter.com/ 

What is the Human Person? 

The Catholic Church teaches that each human being is 
most fundamentally a beloved daughter or son of God, cre-
ated in God’s own image and likeness.  

Unlike angelic persons, who are spirits without bodies, God 
creates the human person to be a unity of body and 
soul. The integral unity of the body and soul is funda-
mental to identity of the human person. The Church 
teaches that “the human body shares in the dignity of ‘the 
image of God’” (CCC, 364). The body cannot exist separately 
from the soul and the soul and body together constitute the 
self. A human person does not just have a body — he or 
she is that body.  We express this idea when we ask a child, 
“Did you hurt yourself?” or when someone says, “Don’t 
touch me!” What happens to our bodies happens to us. 

Catholic teaching on the human person and the importance 
of the human body is very different from the dominant view 
in popular culture, which reduces the person to “will” or 
desire and treats the body as a thing to be used.  For an 
overview of Catholic teaching and points of contrast with 
common cultural assumptions, please visit https://
personandidentity.com/the-basics/ 

https://archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2021
https://archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2021
https://vimeo.com/384896527
https://vimeo.com/384896527
https://ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-2021/
https://ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-2021/
https://ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-2021/
mailto:robin@ssparish.org
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://baltimore.engagedencounter.com/
https://personandidentity.com/the-basics/
https://personandidentity.com/the-basics/
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Happy Easter!  

We prayed, fasted and gave 
alms—and now we rejoice 
because Christ is risen! Our 
Lenten journey with CRS 
Rice Bowl challenges us as 
we begin the Easter season 
to share the joy of having a 
loving God that is alive and 
accompanies us always. Let’s 
do the same by being present to our global family by 
caring for their material and spiritual needs.  

Don’t forget to convert your  Rice Bowl offering to a 
donation online at crsricebowl.org/give.  If you are una-
ble to donate electronically, please convert your coins 
and cash to a check made payable to Catholic Relief 
Services or CRS, put it in an envelope labelled “rice 
bowl,” and drop your check in the collection basket 
after Mass. Rice Bowls due by April 11. Thank you!  

Easter Sunday Special on TV – Please watch on 

Easter morning as the Archdiocese presents its Easter 
Sunday Special beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Ch.24 (MyTV 
Baltimore), Comcast (24), Verizon (509), DirecTV/
DISH (41) followed by live coverage of Mass at the Ca-
thedral of Mary Our Queen with Archbishop William 
Lori.  

The Special, hosted by Msgr. Richard Hilgartner, in-
cludes interviews with the Archbishop, Mother Mary 
Lange Catholic School principal Alisha Jordan, a tour of 
the historic Basilica and much more.  

ST. STEPHEN PROJECTS  

Kenya Day  goes Virtual on April 25! 

Join us on Sunday, April 25 as 
Kenya Day goes Virtual from 12 
Noon on ZOOM through Sign Up 
Genius.  Please mark your calendar 
for this date to celebrate our annual 
Kenya Day as we unite in spirit, not 
in person, with our sister parish in 
Mombasa, Kenya and honor 22 
years of our partnership.   

Please RSVP on the Sign Up Genius to receive the 
ZOOM link to experience our Kenya Day celebra-
tion.   The Kenya Committee hopes you will join us for 
this virtual event as we bring St. Steven Bomu, our par-
ish, choirs and Wasafiri Voices together with heartfelt 
memories in honor of our Kenya Day celebration!  

You can find the link to Sign Up Genius at the bottom 
of our parish homepage, www.ssparish.org 

Live Streaming of Our Masses and Events 

As we move forward with live streaming and the recent 
introduction of our Parish YouTube page, we would like 
to point out a few things about each streaming platform.  

YouTube shows all live streamed events in the church as 
they are happening. It then compresses and buffers the 
video and posts it on Saint Stephen Church Bradshaw 
page 24 hours later. After the 24 hours mark it will be 
available for you to watch as many times as you would 
like. While this is YouTube's policy and not a setting we 
can change, there are ways to view a live streamed video 
without waiting 24 hours. You can use an app on your 
mobile device where the live streamed video will show 
up right away or rather than going to Saint Stephen 
Church Bradshaw YouTube page you can go to 
www.YouTube.com and search directly in the search bar 
the name and date of the video you are looking for and it 
will appear.  

Facebook shows all live streamed events in the church as 
they are happening and posts the video immediately to 
Saint Stephen page when the live stream ends. There is 
no buffering period with Facebook as there is with 
YouTube. It is also important to know that you do not 
need a Facebook account in order to view live masses or 
events on Facebook.  

As we continue to navigate through this pandemic, we 
will continue to do our best to keep you informed and an 
integral part of the community.  

New Virtual Scripture Study begins April 22 -
Mary: A Biblical Walk  
with the Blessed Mother  

This study is an extraordinary pilgrimage that reveals 
Mary’s unique role in God’s king-
dom and in our lives. Filmed on 
location in the Holy Land, Mary: 
A Biblical Walk with the Blessed 
Mother will place you in the 
midst of the powerful drama of 
her earthly life, taking you 
through her joys … and her sor-
rows. You will learn how she 
works in our lives today, drawing 
us ever closer to her divine Son.  

We’ll be using videos, a workbook, and group discussion 
in our study.   

We plan to start this new Scripture study on Thursday, 
April 22 for 8 Thursdays. It’s virtual—all you need is a 
computer, a tablet, or a cell phone.  To join us, contact Sr. 
Angela at redsdef@comcast.net or 410-592-8666. 

https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0
http://www.ssparish.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgGkWHVr9rDssQzR1zAAqCw
http://www.YouTube.com
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw
mailto:redsdef@comcast.net


BULLETIN

What is Easter?
The Easter Vigil is the “Mother of All Vigils.” Easter Sunday, then, is the greatest of all Sundays, 
and Easter Time is the most important of all liturgical times. Easter is the celebration of the Lord’s 
Resurrection from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Church. There are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday of Easter to Pentecost. 
It is characterized, above all, by the joy of glorified life and the victory over death, expressed 
most fully in the great resounding cry of the Christian, Alleluia! All faith flows from faith in the 
Resurrection: “If Christ has not been raised, then empty [too] is our preaching; empty, too, is your 
faith” (1 Cor 15:14).

“What you sow is not brought to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be 
but a bare kernel of wheat, perhaps, or of some other kind; . . . So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown corruptible; it is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable; it is raised glorious. 
It is sown weak; it is raised powerful. It is sown a natural body; it “Easter is the celebration of the 
Lord’s Resurrection from the dead, culminating his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Church.” is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
one. So, too, it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being,’ the last Adam a life-giving 
spirit. But the spiritual was not first; rather the natural and then the spiritual. The first man was from 
the earth, earthly; the second man, from heaven. As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly, and 
as is the heavenly one, so also are the heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one” (1 Cor 15:36-37, 42-49).

 The Octave of Easter comprises the eight days, which stretch from the first Sunday of Easter to the 
Second Sunday of Easter. It is a way of prolonging the joy of the initial day. In a sense, every day 
of the Octave is like a little Sunday. 

The word “Easter” comes from Old English, meaning simply the “east.” The sun that rises in the 
east, bringing light, warmth, and hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is 
the true Light of the world. The Paschal Candle is a central symbol of this divine light, which is 
Christ. It is kept near the ambo throughout Easter Time and is lit for all liturgical celebrations.
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