
   

Readings for Divine Mercy Sunday 

Reading I: Acts 4:32-35          Psalm 118 

Reading II: 1 John 5:1-6 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041121.cfm 

Keep the readings in mind as you ask yourself the 
questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  What could you do to help yourself 
or your family  resemble the early Christians more 
closely? 

Children: What could you and your family do to 
help others who are in need?  
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Mission Statement: We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ as a       
welcoming, worshiping, Catholic community by sharing, growing and living the Gospel. 

Intercessions for Divine Mercy Sunday, 
the Second Sunday of Easter  

For the Holy Catholic Church, may its leaders be dedi-
cated and consistent examples of God's ever-enduring 
mercy, we pray to the Lord…  

For our global community, that those seeking justice 
also seek to temper it with mercy and understanding, 
we pray to the Lord…  

For all government officials, that every decision they 
make begins with the compassionate consideration of 
every life impacted – from conception to natural death, 
we pray to the Lord…  

For our St. Stephen Parish family, may we embrace the 
opportunities we are given to be Christ's mercy and 
hope to others, we pray to the Lord…  

For those suffering loss, especially those who have ex-
perienced loss through abortion, that they would know 
the Divine mercy of Christ we pray to the Lord…  

For those who have died, may they soon rest with all 
the angels and saints forever, we pray to the Lord...  

 

 

St. Stephen Church 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
April 11, 2021 

“Jesus, I trust in You”  

Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took on 
dire urgency in the 20th Century, when civilization began 
to experience an “eclipse of the sense of God” and, there-
fore to lose the understanding of the sanctity and inherent 
dignity of human life.   

In the 1930s, Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria 
Faustina Kowalska, to receive private revelations concern-
ing Divine Mercy that were recorded in her Diary.       
St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus re-
quested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be 
observed.  On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization 
of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the Second Sun-
day of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy 
Sunday. 

Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his right 
hand raised in a blessing and his left touching his garment 
above his heart. Red and white rays emanate from his 
heart, symbolizing the 
blood and water that 
was poured out for our 
salvation and our sancti-
fication. The Lord re-
quested that “Jesus, I 
trust in You” be in-
scribed under his image.  

Jesus  asked that his 
image be painted and 
venerated throughout 
the world: “I promise 
that the soul that will 
venerate this image will 
not perish” (Diary, no. 
48) and “By means of 
this image I will grant 
many graces to 
souls” (Diary, no. 742) 

Catholic Current, from the USCCB 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041121.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041121.cfm
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Q & A 

Q: What is the Divine Mercy chaplet? 

A: The Divine Mercy chaplet is a prayer 

devotion said on standard rosary beads 
that is believed to have 
been given by Christ to 
St. Faustina Kowalska 
(1905–38) as a means of 
beseeching God’s mercy 
on sinners. St. Faustina 
recorded the visions she 
had of Christ and the 
Blessed Virgin in a diary 
entitled Divine Mercy in 
My Soul.  

       Catholic Answers (Catholic.com) 

 

 You can pray the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet on your own (prayers here) 

 Or pray the chaplet with 
the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 
at any time (8 minutes - Ascension 
YouTube video) 

 Or tune in for the 3:00 PM ET daily 
Chaplet with the Marian Fathers, 
live from the National Shrine of   
The Divine Mercy (30 minutes -  
Ascension Facebook page)  

Note: The traditional hour to pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is 3:00 PM, the 
hour Christ died on the Cross, but you 
can pray the Chaplet at any time as your 
schedule requires. 

Impenetrable Darkness  

The Son of God wants us to know that if the sun's light fails -- even 
when it does -- the light of his sacrificial love will not. 

''From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the af-
ternoon" (Mt 27:45). 

"When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon" (Mk 15:33). 

"It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, while the sun's light failed" (Lk 23:44). 

All three synoptic Gospel writers mention it in their accounts of Jesus' 
crucifixion. Medieval Christians counted this detail of the Passion as a 
miracle, and some scholars argue that a handful of ancient historians 
seem to corroborate that an unusual darkness occurred around 33 AD. 
Interesting, right? 

But the fact that this darkness is included in our accounts of the cruci-
fixion is important. Why? Because this little detail has something to 
teach us about us, and about the God who sent his only son into the 
world to save us. 

There is a darkness that supersedes light in a way that closes in and 
around: the kind that's found in caves, or beneath the sea at night, or 
in an elevator when the power fails for just a flash before the emergen-
cy light goes on. There are times when darkness seems to suck all the 
air out of a room. There is a kind of inner darkness that causes even the 
light of the sun to fail, that makes it nearly impossible to know where 
we are, or even who we are. And it is into this deep and impenetrable 
human night that Jesus descends. 

He comes as the light eternal, the shining brightness of God that can-
not be overcome by any darkness this world can muster. He is lifted up 
on a cross just outside the walls of Jerusalem, as an enduring lamppost 
to guide us to salvation. Still, he shows us that his way, his path to life, 
however, does not pass by the darkness of death but through it. The 
Son of God wants us to know that if the sun's light fails -- even when it 
does -- the light of his sacrificial love will not. It is more luminous than 
the light of the sun, moon, and stars we live by. 

Our world knows darkness. This past year has most certainly reminded 
us how frightening and how crippling that darkness can be and is, and 
how very difficult it can be for us to feel our way through it. But these 
holy days, in which we contemplate once again the paschal mystery of 
our salvation in Christ, offer us an alternative. We do not have to re-
main in the clutches of death. There is a way out of the tomb, even 
when it is sealed and guarded. 

Jesus is the only light that cannot be extinguished. There is no darkness 
that cannot be dispelled. The darkness that grips this world will break 
into dawn; it has already been shattered by the cross. When darkness 
falls at noon, when the light we depend on is eclipsed, we have only to 
look to him. His light always shines brightest when it appears that all 
has been lost. Lumen Christi! Deo gratias! 

    Jaymie Stuart Wolfe  

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe is a Catholic convert, wife, and mother of eight. In-
spired by the spirituality of St. Francis de Sales, she is an author, speaker, 
and musician, and serves as a senior editor at Ave Maria Press. Find Jay-
mie on Facebook or follow her on Twitter @YouFeedThem. 

Mercy and Healing 

This weekend we celebrate the Sunday of 
Divine Mercy. God never ceases offering 
us His mercy in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. If you or someone you know is 
suffering after abortion, confidential, 
compassionate help is available. Visit 
HopeAfterAbortion.org.  

Every April, Catholic parishes and schools 
across the United States participate in 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  
Join us throughout the month as we con-
tinue to pray for the healing of victims of 
abuse.   

  

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/pray-the-chaplet?utm_source=pr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dm-novena&utm_content=email-day-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsN612nNjig&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsN612nNjig&t=2s
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionPress?utm_source=pr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dm-novena&utm_content=email-day-1
https://hopeafterabortion.com/


 3 

April 10 & 11 Mass intentions 

7:30 pm (Hall)        Bill Button (D)  

6:00 pm                   Faith Formation Catechists   

8:00 am (Hall)        Parish  

 9:15 am           Harkins Family (L+D)  

 10:30 am (Hall)       Elaine Good (D)  

Thank you from CRS! 

Our community changed lives this Lent, and CRS 
Rice Bowl wants to say thank  you!  

Don’t forget to convert your  Rice Bowl offering to a 
donation online at crsricebowl.org/give.  If you’re 
unable to donate electronically, please convert your 
coins and cash to a check made payable to Catholic 
Relief Services or CRS, put it in an envelope labelled 
“rice bowl,” and drop your check in the collection 
basket after Mass. Rice Bowls due by this Sunday, 
April 11. Thank you!  

St. Stephen Scout News  

Harvest for the Hungry/Scouting for Food: Thank you to 
all the parishioners who donated to our Annual Scouting 
Food Drive. We collected a little over 300 lbs and it was do-
nated to the Knights of Columbus in Joppatowne. 

Girl Scouts: Our Girl Scout Troops are gearing up for 
Bridging and outdoor activities now that the weather has 
warmed. Girl Scout does centers around STEM, the Out-
doors, development of Life Skills, and Entrepreneurship.  
It’s the best leadership experience for girls in the world for 
one very good reason: because it’s girl-led!  It is also time for 
Early Registration so anyone interested in having their 
daughter join the premier leadership organization just for 
girls please email renemonaghan@hotmail.com or phone 
410-877-0698 

Scout BSA Troop #877 - As Spring starts making an appear-
ance, BSA Troop 877 continues to meet and help young 
boys learn new scouting skills, camp, and provide commu-
nity service to our neighborhood.  We want to thank those 
families that reached out to us as we are delivered 791 bags 
of mulch to our friends and neighbors who purchased 
mulch during our Troop 877 Fundraiser. 

Registration - We are continuing to look for young We-
belos scouts or young boys (Grade 5 and up) looking to join 
our Troop.  We have camping trips planned in April and 
May and are looking forward to welcoming our new We-
belos Scouts from Pack 877 which will be joining our Troop. 

In addition, Troop 877 is still offering Camp Cards/Scout 
Coupon Cards which for a $5 donation, provides over $80 in 
discounts to local businesses like Jiffy Lube, Ace Hardware, 
Dick's Sporting Goods, Wendy's and Taco Bell to name a 
few.  For each $5 card, $2.50 will go to Troop 877 and $2.50 
goes to the Baltimore Area Council's Disadvantaged Scout-
ing program.  The BAC's Disadvantaged Scouting program 
helps defer costs and provide equipment for our Baltimore 
BSA families that are economically disadvantaged.  Please 
reach out to Trish Paine at trishapaine@msn.com on how to 
get your Camp Cards/Scout Coupon Cards. 

Cub Scouts:  Pack 877 will be holding our Annual Blue and 
Gold celebration a little differently this year as we recognize 
our Webelos II den on achieving their Arrow of Light rank. 
We will also hold our bridging ceremony as the Scouts cross 
over into a Scouts BSA Troop. They have worked very hard 
to achieve their new rank. Congratulations to this den! This 
year, our Blue and Gold will be held at Jerusalem Mills on 
Saturday, April 24, at 6pm.  

We would like to thank Yvonne Malick for her hard work 
organizing our Flock the Yard Fundraiser. We raised over 
$1,300 and the funds will be used to prevent an increase in 
Pack dues for the 2021-2022 Scout year. Thank you also to 
members of St Stephen who helped with the Scouting for 
Food program in March. If you are interested in becoming   
a member of our Pack, please contact Ashley at                 
ashley.easter@Pack877.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia, 
has risen as he said, alleluia. 
Pray for us to God, alleluia. 
Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia! 
For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia. 
 
Let us pray: 
O God, who through the resurrection of your Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, did vouchsafe to give joy to 
the world; grant, we beseech you, that through his 
Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of 
everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0
mailto:ashley.easter@Pack877.org
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Please support BSA Troop 877 plus enjoy great food and 
ice cream for the whole family!  From 5-9 pm on  Tues-
day, April 20th.  10% of all proceeds will go to BSA 
Troop 877 to support scouting activities!  Come show 
your support and invite your friends! Location: Jarretts-
ville Creamery and Deli, 1747 W Jarrettsville Rd., Jar-
rettsville, MD 21084 

ST. STEPHEN PROJECTS  

Youth Ministry for youth in grades 6-12 

#HSYM: All parish youth in grades 9-12 are encouraged 
to join us twice each month online for conversations, 
social time, service projects, and prayer.  We meet 
online the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. To access 
the zoom on April 11 and 25 please check your email for 
the zoom meeting ID & passcodes! Didn’t get the email? 
Check with parents, and check your junk folders. Please 
set your log in name to First Name, Last Initial, and 
grade. 

April/May Virtual Service Project:  Join us for the 
next service project as we prepare gifts for Veterans at 
Perry Point.  Sign up by April 11 at the Sign Up Genius 
“Service Fair” and look for the slots for “4/2021 Gifts for 
Veterans.”  An email with details will be sent to every-
one who signs up.   

April 17 - Rise Up! Middle School 
Event : All youth in grades 6-8 are 
invited to attend the 4th annual 
Rise Up! Middle School Event.  
Each session is around 3 hours 
start to finish.  You can register 
online at   https://
archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2021.   If you want to use 
the ropes course, sign up as a “participant” – the cost is 
$30.  Watch the 2020 PROMO video:  https://
vimeo.com/384896527.   
GENERAL INFO landing page:  https://
ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-
2021/ 

Mother’s Day Flower Sale - Leadership Team    
Needed: We are hoping to be able to hold this event, 
but are not certain.  If you are interested, please let us 
know, email or call Mrs. Robin  410-592-7294,            
robin@ssparish.org 

Kenya Day  goes Virtual on April 25! 

Join us on Sunday, April 25 as 
Kenya Day goes Virtual from 12 
Noon on ZOOM through Sign Up 
Genius.  Please mark your calendar 
for this date to celebrate our annual 
Kenya Day as we unite in spirit, not 
in person, with our sister parish in 
Mombasa, Kenya and honor 22 years 
of our partnership.   

Please RSVP on the Sign Up Genius to receive the 
ZOOM link to experience our Kenya Day celebra-
tion.   The Kenya Committee hopes you will join us for 
this virtual event as we bring St. Steven Bomu, our par-
ish, choirs and Wasafiri Voices together with heartfelt 
memories in honor of our Kenya Day celebration!  

You can find the link to Sign Up Genius at the bottom of 
our parish homepage, www.ssparish.org 

New Virtual Scripture Study begins April 21 or 
22 -Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed 
Mother  

This study is an extraordinary pilgrimage that reveals 
Mary’s unique role in God’s king-
dom and in our lives. Filmed on 
location in the Holy Land, Mary: 
A Biblical Walk with the Blessed 
Mother will place you in the 
midst of the powerful drama of 
her earthly life, taking you 
through her joys … and her sor-
rows. You will learn how she 
works in our lives today, drawing 
us ever closer to her divine Son.  

We’ll be using videos, a workbook, and group discussion 
in our study.   

We plan to start this new 8-week Scripture study on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm beginning April 21, and 
on Thursday afternoons beginning at 1:00 pm, beginning 
April 22. It’s virtual—all you need is a computer, a tablet, 
or a cell phone.  To join us, contact Sr. Angela at 
redsdef@comcast.net or 410-592-8666. 

 

Lenten Speaker Series Recap: Thank you to all 

who participated in our three Sunday sessions with Sr. 
Lynn!  If you missed any of the presentations or just want 
to watch them again, you can find the information on our 
website at  https://www.ssparish.org/speaker-series 

https://archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2021
https://archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2021
https://vimeo.com/384896527
https://vimeo.com/384896527
https://ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-2021/
https://ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-2021/
https://ablazefamily.org/event/rise-up-middle-school-day-2021/
mailto:robin@ssparish.org
http://www.ssparish.org/
mailto:redsdef@comcast.net
https://www.ssparish.org/speaker-series

