
   

Readings for the Second Sunday of Lent 

Reading I: Genesis 22:1-2, 9, 10-13, 15-18      Psalm 116 

Reading II: Romans 8:31-34 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm. Keep the  
readings in mind as you ask yourself the questions of the 
week: 

Teens/Adults: How deeply do you believe that since God 
is for you, no one can destroy you? 

Children: What would you like to ask God to do for you 
and your family? 
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Intercessions for Sunday, February  28 

For the Pope, Bishops, and Church leaders, that they may 
continue to be guided and supported by the power of the 
Holy Spirit in all of their decisions, we pray to the Lord…  

For all Church members, that this holy season of Lent 
draws us closer to God, and strengthens our faith and 
relationships with Him, we pray to the Lord…  

For all essential workers, that they may continue to seek 
God as their source of protection and strength during this 
time of uncertainty, we pray to the Lord…  

For all of those who may be suffering by a loss of a loved 
one, may God continue to comfort and guide them 
through this challenging time, we pray to the Lord…  

For all Scouts, their families, and adult leaders, give them 
grace to love God and others, humility to serve and lead, 
and courage to do what is right for our world, we pray to 
the Lord…  

For all those who have died, especially David Nueslein, 
may they be granted eternal rest in God’s Heavenly King-
dom, we pray to the Lord…  

“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.”  

Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from 
the cloud came a voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen 
to him.” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw 
anyone but Jesus alone with them. 

The prescription couldn’t be simpler and yet how poor-
ly we often follow it. Listen to Jesus! In other words, 
carefully ponder every word of His teaching and begin 
to base your life on what He says. 

How much pain, anxiety, and strife come into this 
world and our lives simply because we do not listen to 
the Lord and obey His teachings! Our stubbornness, 
our lack of forgiveness, our unchastity, our greed, our 
lack of concern for the poor, our idolatry, our lack of 
spirituality, and the fact that we are often just plain 
mean, bring enormous suffering to us and to others. 

If we would but give 
our life to the Lord 
and ask Him to con-
form us to His word, 
so much suffering 
would vanish. We 
would have so much 
more peace and 
would experience 
greater joy and hope. 

Listen to Jesus and 
by His grace conform 
your life to what you 
hear Him say. There 
is no greater source 
for joy, peace, and 
hope. 

Msgr. Charles Pope,  
writing at blog.adw.org 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm
http://blog.adw.org/2018/02/from-trials-to-transfiguration-a-homily-for-the-second-sunday-of-lent/
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Our Parish Family 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 

     David Nueslein  

Q & A 

Q: During the Transfiguration, what were Jesus, 

Moses, and Elijah talking about? 

A: According to the Gospel of Luke, they were 

discussing the paschal mystery they had prophe-
sied—namely, Christ’s imminent passion, death, 
and resurrection, the “things he was to accom-
plish in Jerusalem.”  

And, of course, right before 
the Transfiguration he taught his apostles how it 
would be necessary for him to suffer and die and 
be raised up. Thus, the apostles inherit the reve-
lation of the prophets, even if at the time they 
were not ready for this revelation. 

Fr. Hugh Barbour, Catholic Answers 
(Catholic.com) 

February 27 & 28 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Hall)              Anna C. Duvall  

 6:00 pm                        Joseph O’ Brien (D)  

 8:00 am (Hall)             Parish  

 9:15 am    Dolores Sterbinsky  

 10:30 am (Hall)        Amy Moran  

The Second Sunday of Lent 

For the six weeks of Lent that precede Easter, we invite you to 
join us as part of your Lenten journey to meditate each week 
on the Last Words of Jesus.  “[B]y entering into the paschal 
mystery and being made like Christ in death, [we] will look 
forward, strong in hope, to the Resurrection.”  Gaudium et 
Spes, nn. 19    

In our meditation we can ask Jesus join with him as he suffers 
on the cross,  and in so doing look forward to our participa-
tion in his Resurrection.  

Week Two: Lk 23:43 “Today you will be with me in Para-
dise.”  Jesus hangs nailed to the cross, guilty only of having 
tried to share a message of freedom and love.  As further in-
sult and derision from those who reject - oppose - his mes-
sage, he shares the Skull with two criminals.  Surrounded by 
the darkness, one criminal turns to Jesus, joins his voice with 
the darkness and reviles Jesus.  But the other sees, experienc-
es his own sinfulness and is somehow moved, freed to ask 
Jesus to be remembered when Jesus enters into his king-
dom.  Without rebuking or condemning the reviler, Jesus 
turns to his companion, sees that the light of his companion's 
compassion has set him free, and assures him, "Today you 
will be with me in Paradise."  This Lent, can I look deeply into 
my darkness and ask Jesus to accompany me into his light 
and Love?   

            Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
           Where there is darkness, let me sow light.   

Deacon Frank Laws 

During Lent, we are being asked to pray  
for the seminarians of the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore, a different one each day.  Here are 
the names for this week: 

Sunday, February 28: Andrew Chase 

Monday, March 1: Gregory Downs 

Tuesday, March 2: Clinton Fanka 

Wednesday, March 3: Javier Fuentes 

Thursday, March 4: Rondall Howard 

Friday, March 5: Sam Huffer 

Saturday, March 6: Deacon Scott Kady  

Hunger in Our World  

In Madagascar, half of all 
children are undernourished. 
That means 50% of kids 
won’t grow to reach their full 
potential. But communities 
are changing this by focusing 
on improving health and nutrition. What role has 
food played in your life? How can you help those 
who lack access to enough nutritious food. Visit 
crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

Lent at St. Stephen 

Drive-up Confessions are available every Saturday during 
Lent from 10:00-10:30am. Enter the parking lot by the drive-
way next to the soccer field, and at the top of the hill follow 
the signed directions. 

Virtual Stations of the Cross will be prayed each Friday 
during Lent. Join us on Facebook Live at 7:00 pm on February 
26, and March 5, 12, 19, and 26. 

Reminder: this Sunday, February 28 - Our St. Stephen 
Speaker Series presents Sr. Lynn Lavin, OSF, PhD speak-
ing on “Navigating COVID – 19: The ‘Land of Not Know-
ing’” online at noon - 1:15pm 

Please register at the Sign Up Genius link by Sunday at 8 
am.  A Zoom link will be provided on Sunday morning. Ques-
tions? Contact Sr. Angela (redsdef@comcast.net or 410-592-
8666) or Drew Bonthron(drew.bonthron@gmail.com or 410-
877-3816 )   

https://www.crsricebowl.org/families
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-ststephen
mailto:Redsdef@comcast.net
mailto:drew.bonthron@gmail.com
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Experience the difference! Our Spring open house is 
March 10th! This Open House is geared specifically 
towards prospective PK4 and K families. Tours are by 
appointment only. Masks required. Schedule your tour 
here: https://bit.ly/21springopenhouse  

Youth Ministry for youth in grades 6-12 

#HSYM: All parish youth in grades 9-12 are encouraged to 
join us twice each month for topical conversations, social 
time, service projects, and prayer.  We meet online the 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of each month. To access the zoom on Feb-
ruary 28th, please check your email for the zoom meeting 
ID & passcodes. Didn’t get the email? Check with parents, 
and check your junk folders. Please set your log in name to 
First Name, Last Initial, and grade. 

March 7 - sign up for March Service Project - Easter 
Baskets for Anna's House: Youth in grades 6-12 are en-
couraged to sign up to help us create Easter gifts for all 
the children and teens served by Anna’s House.   
Students in SSS can email Mrs. Aubrey to sign up at    
aubrey@ssschool.org and Faith Formation, private, and 
high school students can email Mrs. Robin at               
robin@ssparish.org.  Please sign up by March 7, and an 
outline of the project will be sent to you. Once everyone 
has signed up, a child or teen will be assigned to you so 
you can personalize your gift.  Projects will be due by Sun 
3/28 and a zoom session for all volunteers will take place 
at 6pm on Mon 3/15.  Thank you for your generosity!  

THANK YOU to all who donated prizes and games for 
our 19th Annual Kids’ Bingo! Though we had to move the 
fun online there was plenty of action and lots of very de-
termined faces as the participants scanned their game 
sheets for the winning spot.  Thank you to the Baltimore 
Yacht Club for donating the bingo balls and spinner, to 
Perry Hall Chick-fil-A for their coupons, as well as Flavor 
Cupcakes for their donations of half a dozen cupcakes!  It 
made the night even more special that our winners had 
so many fun things to choose from! 

Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-39)  

Contact Info: Kellie Reynolds  kellie@ssparish 
(best) or 410-592-7294. 

Twitter  @ststephenyya   

Face Book Group  ststephenyoungadultministry 

Pinterest   ststephenmd   

Instagram  @mrskellie 

March 14 & March 21 Speaker Series!  All are wel-
come to hear an inspiring speaker virtually during 
Lent.  The times are 12pm to 1:15pm.  Our Mar 14 topic 
is Making Peace with our own “Wolf”.  On Mar 21 join 
us for Embracing the Humanity of Jesus, Embracing 
Our Own Vulnerability.  Our speaker for both presen-
tations will be Sr. Lynn Lavin, OSF.  To receive the 
zoom link, register on the Sign Up Genius; you can 
find a SUG icon at the bottom of our parish’s home 
page www.ssparish.org.  

Join us for conversations around Service & Social 
Justice:  If you would like to join in our next commit-
tee meeting, please let us know!  We engage with 
Catholic global, national, and local initiatives to bring 
information and inspiration to our parishioners.  Next 
meeting is March 18.  Contact Brianna Davis  bda-
vis4219@gmail.com  

For more   
information 
on Flock the 
Yard, see  
page 4  

https://bit.ly/21springopenhouse?fbclid=IwAR1k2uLu3EpEn1JsnbfDcZAXFFNwbHWf6qla6Lpj-D9cwxuKEvANoDkCvZo
mailto:aubrey@ssschool.org
mailto:robin@ssparish.org
http://www.ssparish.org
mailto:bdavis4219@gmail.com
mailto:bdavis4219@gmail.com


 4 

Scout Blessing weekend at St. Stephen - Highlighting our Parish Scouts! 

Girl Scouts 

Girl Scouts are currently meeting virtually and are working on badges via Zoom. 

Daisies: Have been working on earning their Petals, Use Resources Wisely and Courageous & Strong. They also earned 
their Snow and Climb Adventure Badge and went on an Ice Skating Trip.  

The Brownies are working on their Wonders of Water Journey and participating in the Virtual Dessert Wars that our 
Community is offering. For the Journey, the girls will learn all about water: how we use it, how we waste it, how it gets 
recycled and how we can help to conserve this natural wonder. 

Junior Bronze projects: Teaching others to crochet baby hats. Then collecting them and donating them to the NICU at 
Mercy Hospital. Teaching others to make dog toys and doing a drive to support the Lola's Landing Rescue in Rising 
Sun. Two girls are each teaching others to make No-Sew blankets and donating them to the Linus Project. 

A couple of girls are working on their Silver Award, the highest award you can earn as a Cadette, which is middle school 
age. Some Junior Girl Scouts, grades 4&5, are working on their Bronze Awards, the highest award you can earn as a Jun-
ior.   

Cub Scout Pack #877 
We are happy to finally be meeting in person again for our den meetings. Our next event is our Annual Blue and Gold 
which will feature a Bridging Ceremony where our Webelos II Scouts will cross over to join a Scouts BSA Troop #877! 

Flock The Yard Fundraiser: This year Cub Scout Pack 877 is holding a Flock The Yard fundraiser! Fundraisers help keep 
prices for registration and Scouting activities affordable for families. Anyone can participate by sending a Flock of Fla-
mingos to a friend or family member’s yard for 24 hours! We will set up the Flamingos with a note explaining why they 
are there, how long they’ll be there, and how to “retaliate” by sending the Flock to another yard.  

Flocks of Flamingos can be sent to any yards in Perry Hall, White Marsh, Kingsville, Joppa, Fallston, Bel Air, Abingdon, 
and Edgewood. Prices are 10/$10 or 25/$20. Flockers can request specific dates, and we will work with availability as best 
as we can. Please visit https://pack877.org/index.php/flock-the-yard/ to send either 10 or 25 Flamingos, then email 
pack877flamingos@gmail.com with the name and address of the yard you’re flocking, and the preferred date, if applica-
ble. This fundraiser will run from March 1 until April 1. Although 2020 and 2021 have been hard on all of us, our Cubs 
have proved that Covid-19 can’t stop all the fun! Cub Scout Pack 877 thanks you for your support!  

Scout BSA Troop #877 

Five young Scouts have achieved the Religious Emblem Ad Altare Dei (To the Altar of God) for their work in a small 
group with advisors Karen Deaver and Fr. Paul.  This program helps Roman Catholic Scouts “develop a fully Christian 
way of life in their faith community.” They received the medals at Mass in February. 

Scout William B shared, “For my Eagle Scout Project, I was joined with other Boy Scouts from Troop 877 at St. Stephen’s 
Parish in putting a ceiling in the old Scout Hut, which is used by 
the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Cub Scouts. A ceiling was needed 
in the Scout Hut since it only had a roof and rafters, and when the 
heat was turned on in the winter, it would instantly go out through 
the roof. First, we laid batt insulation across the trusses. We then 
screwed drywall to the ceiling over the insulation. This will allow 
the Scout Hut to retain heat and stay warm in the winter. All dry-
wall and insulation were generously donated by Chris Barstad of 
Dabbco Construction, Inc.” 


