
 

 

St. Stephen Church 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021 
   

Year of the Eucharist   

Receiving Holy Communion 
regularly can have a tremen-
dous effect on our lives. It can 
help us overcome weakness and 
sin, guide us in our decisions, 
support us in our trials and 
sufferings, and enable us to 
grow in holiness.  

By nourishing ourselves with 
the Eucharistic Body and Blood 
of Christ, we are gradually 
transformed by his very life 
dwelling withing us. 

Edward Sri, A Biblical Walk 
through the Mass, p.18 

Sunday Masses: Vigil Masses on Saturdays: 4:30pm, 6:00pm  
Sundays in the Church: 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00pm 

Sundays in the school hall: 11:00am; all are welcome 

Confessions: Every Saturday, 3:30pm to 4:00pm in the church and by appointment 

8030 Bradshaw Road, Kingsville, MD 21087  | 410-592-7071  |   nicole@ssparish.org 

This Wednesday, December 8 
is the Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy 
Day of Obligation. 

Masses will be  on Tuesday,    
December 7 at 4:30pm, and on 
Wednesday, December 8 at 
7:30am and 7:00pm.  

Prepare the way of the Lord 

Friends, in today’s Gospel, Luke quotes from the prophet Isaiah:  

    “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
        make straight his paths. “(Isa. 40:3) 

Advent is a great liturgical season of waiting—but not 
a passive waiting.  We yearn, we search, and we reach  
out for the God who will come to us   in human flesh. 
In short, we prepare the way of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This preparation has a penitential dimension, because 
it is the season    in which we prepare for the coming   
of a Savior, and we don’t need a Savior unless we’re 
deeply convinced there   is something to be saved 
from.  

When we have become deeply aware of our sin, we 
know that we can cling to nothing in ourselves, that 
everything we offer is, to some degree,  tainted and impure. We can’t show  
our cultural, professional, and personal accomplishments to God as though 
they are enough to save us. But the moment we realize that fact, we move into 
the Advent spirit, desperately craving a Savior. 

In the book of Isaiah (Isa. 64:7), we read: 

“Yet O Lord, you are our father; We are the clay and you are the potter: 
We are all the work of  your hands.” 

Today, let us prepare ourselves for the potter to come. 

Reflect: are you spiritually passive or active this Advent as you wait for the com-
ing of Jesus? How can you become more spiritually active amid the busyness of 
the season? 

         Bishop Robert Barron 

We need your help 
We have many Advent Angels left in the purple boxes in the 
back of the church. Can you take a couple and bring the re-
quested gifts by next Sunday, December 12? Your kindness 
will provide Christmas blessings to children and adults in 
need in our area.  Thank you! 
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God’s Gift of His Word 

Readings for next Sunday, the Third Sunday  of 
Advent  

Reading I:  Zephaniah 3:14-18     

Psalm: Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 

Reading II:  Philippians 4:4-7 

Gospel:  Luke 3:10-18 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself 
the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  To whom have your past acts of 
kindness brought joy? What act of kindness could 
you do this week? 

Children: What kind thing have you done for 
someone lately? Whom could you make happy by 
your kindness this week? 

December 4 & 5 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm - Bill Button (D) 

6:00 pm - Gregorio Aragon (D) 

7:30 am  -  William Kowalewski 

9:00 am -  Cessation of all abortion 

10:30 am - Parish 

11:00 am (Hall) - Denis and Dorothy Oleru (D) 

12:00 noon - Poor Box Intentions 

Our Parish Family 

May God bless this newest member of the Church who 
recently received the Sacrament of Baptism:  

Kaden James Scarborough  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:   

John Richard Danaher  

Saint Stephen School News 

Dear Parishioners, 

Christmas Outreach - Join us in the spirit of giving! This 
year for Christmas we are helping Harford County Disad-
vantaged Adults and the Fallston Animal Rescue Move-
ment. Visit www.shorturl.at/rvDQT for the lists of gifts 
needed for both adults and animals All gifts can be 
dropped off in the school hall on Saturday, December 11th, 
9am-4pm. See page 4 of this bulletin for more information. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Jill 
Brown, jillbrown802@comcast.net or Aubrey 
Briggs, abriggs@ssschool.org.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity this time of year! 

Rectory Update - The rectory construction is almost fin-
ished and we are looking for some items to help it feel like 
home for our priests. We are in need of some gently used 
furniture donations. If you have anything that you would 
be willing to donate, please contact Brother William 
at wciganek@archbalt.org. We are also looking for artificial 
Christmas trees and decorations for the rectory. If you are 
able to help, please drop donations off to the school office. 
Thank you! 

As we enter into this blessed holiday we are reminded of 
our Blessed Mother, Mary, who is honored on December 8 
at the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Also in December, born on December 6 in AD 343, Saint 
Nicholas, a patron saint of children, was known for his 
selflessness and caring of the needy and sick.  On the eve of 
December 5, the traditional custom was to set a pair of 
shoes outside of your home to be filled with little gifts and 
treats for everyone to enjoy the next morning. 

We continue to keep you in our prayers and I ask that you 
keep us in your prayers. Thank you! 

God Bless,   

Mr. Golden 

Mass Count November 20 & 21, 2021 

Saturday 4:30 pm Church - 118 

Saturday 6:00 pm Outdoor - 52 

Sunday 7:30 am Church - 110 

Sunday 9:15 am Church - 130 

Sunday 10:45 am Church - 145 

Sunday 11:00 am Hall - 145 (Community Sunday) 

Total = 700 

Same weekend 2020 = 245 

Same weekend 2019 = 1139 

Christmas Window Candles  

We have five Christmas window candles available in 
Church for remembering your deceased loved ones 
or an intention during the 
Christmas season. They 
will be lit during each 
Mass. The offering for 
each candle will be $25.  
To reserve a candle,  
please contact Brother 
William at 410-592-7071  
or wciganek@archbalt.org 

Immaculate Conception Flowers 

The flowers on the Blessed Mother’s altar for December 8 
are for the intention of Jesse Thurlow and the Falbo family.  

http://www.shorturl.at/rvDQT
mailto:illbrown802@comcast.net
mailto:abriggs@ssschool.org
mailto:wciganek@archbalt.org
mailto:wciganek@archbalt.org
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Upcoming Opportunities for the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation in the  
Season of Advent  

The Sacrament of Con-
fession enables us to 
renew and deepen our 
conversion to Christ, an 
excellent thing to do 
during Advent.  

Holy Spirit: Every Sat-
urday, 4:30 pm  

Prince of Peace & St. 
Francis de Sales (takes 
place at St. Francis de Sales): Tuesday, December 
14, 7 pm  

St. Joan of Arc: Tuesday, Dec. 14, 7 pm and week-
ly on Saturdays, 4:15 pm  

St. Ignatius: Wednesday, December 15, 7 pm  

St. John, Hydes: Tuesday, December 14, 6:15 pm  

St. Margaret: Wednesday, Dec. 8, 5-7 pm, Friday, 
Dec. 10, 2-4 pm and Saturday, Dec. 11, 9-11 am  

St. Mark: Wednesday, December 15, 3-5 pm & 7-8 
pm Monday, December 20, 3-5 pm & 7-8 pm  

St. Mary’s, Pylesville: Monday, December 6, 7 pm  

St. Patrick’s, Havre de Grace: In December – 
every Monday, 6-7pm; every Saturday, 3-3:30 pm  

St. Stephen: Every Saturday, 3:30pm to 4:00pm in 
the church and by appointment 

Year End Tax Planning 

Want to reduce your taxes while supporting our ministry? 

If you are 70 ½ or older, contributing to the parish directly from your traditional IRA may be the answer. You know that 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) you must take and claim as taxable income. Well, you can contribute all or 
part of your RMD (up to $100k) to the parish and not claim those monies contributed as taxable income. By lowering 
your adjusted gross income, the QCD rule can effectively reduce your income taxes. 

These Qualified Charitable Contributions (QCD) can be set up to distribute to the parish annually or even monthly. 
Some criteria has to be met to do this, however, the process is simple. Contact the administrator of your IRA for more 
information on how to arrange a QCD and as always, please reach out to your tax advisor to be sure you qualify and this 
is the right option for you. 

Qualified Charitable Distribution Criteria: 

 The distribution must be made to a qualifying charitable organization (the parish meets this criteria) 

 The donor must be age 70 ½ or older at the time of transfer 

 The maximum amount a donor may transfer is $100,000 

 The gift must be transferred directly from the IRA account to the parish 

'Nacho' Ordinary Tailgate 

Food, fellowship and football! On Sunday December 5th, the 
Ravens battle the Steelers in Pittsburgh. You can't go to the 
game, but you can still enjoy the tailgate!  

St. Mark men's group Mark's Men is hosting a unique indoor 
tailgate party in the McCall Center, and the men of St. Ste-
phen are particularly invited. All men 18 and older are wel-
come. Nachos, wings and non-alcoholic drinks will be pro-
vided. Feel free to bring your own beverages as well. It 
all starts at 4:00pm and we'll have the game on for kick-off at 
4:25. The event is free. 

From the Ladies of Charity 

Thank you for your generous donations to the Poor Box. Eve-
ry month, the intentions of those who contribute to the Poor 
Box will be remembered at a Mass. God bless you!   

Thank you to the Ladies of Charity  

The Ladies of Charity 
graciously hosted the 
traditional light break-
fast of delicious  pas-
tries, juice, coffee and 
tea after the 9:00am 
Mass on Thanksgiving 
Day.  

The food and the    
fellowship were the 
best—thank you for your kindness to all of us!  
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Respect Life Corner 

Pregnant, Need Help? Call Birthright at 410-838-0443, 
the Center for Pregnancy Concerns at 410-391-3911 or 
Women’s Care Center at 667-401-0700. 

Suffering Post-Abortion Stress? Call Project     Rachel 
at  410-625-8491 or go to archbalt.org/project-rachel/ 

Birthright has a Drop-In session for women suffer-
ing the pain of a past abortion. The Drop-In sessions 
will be held the last Monday of each month at the Birth-
right Office, 38 East Gordon Street, Bel Air, from 6:00 to 
7:00 PM. Masks and social distancing are required. 

 

Know a Parishioner who needs a Friendly 
Call? 

 Our Friendly Caller Ministry is up and running with 19 
parishioners receiving calls on a regular basis from our 
13 volunteers.  Please help us identify those who are iso-
lated and homebound and need someone to pray with or 
talk to.  If you are aware of a parishioner who is alone, 
alert our Parish office at 410-592-7071 with their name 
and phone number.  A ministry volunteer will reach out 
and offer them a friendly voice!  Thanks in advance for 
helping us better serve our parish family  

Seton Shrine  Prayer Line 

The Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine has a prayer line 
where you can talk and pray with someone over the 
phone. Call  1-866-202-4934 Monday thru Friday from 
10:00 am -5:00 pm.  

Please Pray for Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health 

In the USA, abortion takes the 
lives of over 600,000 babies a 
year. Dobbs v. Jackson Wom-
en’s Health, a case now before 
the Supreme Court,  could 
change that. The Mississippi 
law at stake in this case bans 
abortion after 15 weeks of preg-
nancy. The question before the 
Supreme Court is whether all 
bans on elective abortions be-

fore the baby can survive outside the womb are uncon-
stitutional.  

Nine justices stand between life and death for millions 
of innocent children and their mothers. 

What can we do?  

We all need to pray without ceasing. Can you imagine 
what could happen if all who want an end to abortion 
joined together? If we all committed to prayer and fast-
ing? What would happen if tens or hundreds of millions 
of Americans prayed for an end to abortion? 

With God, all things are possible. 

Adapted from https://www.prayfordobbs.com/ 

 

The late Henry Hyde delivered one of the most pro-
found speeches on protecting life. At this most pivotal 
time, his words are worth remembering: “When the 
time comes as it surely will, when we face that awesome 
moment, the final judgment, I’ve often thought, as Ful-
ton Sheen wrote, that it is a terrible moment of loneli-
ness. You have no advocates, you are there alone stand-
ing before God and a terror will rip through your soul 
like nothing you can imagine.  

“But I really think that those in the pro-life movement 
will not be alone. I think there will be a chorus of voices 
that have never been heard in this world but are heard 
beautifully and clearly in the next world and they will 
plead for everyone who has been in this movement. 
They will say to God, “Spare him because he loved us,” 
and God will look at you and say not, “Did you suc-
ceed?” but “Did you try?”  

From https://www.goodreads.com/ 

https://www.archbalt.org/project-rachel/
https://www.prayfordobbs.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/22189-when-the-time-comes-as-it-surely-will-when-we

