
 

 

St. Stephen Church 
The 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

October 24, 2021 
   

Year of the Eucharist   

 "The more we 
receive the    
Eucharist, the 
more we will 
become like  
Jesus, so that on 
this earth, we 
will have a fore-
taste of heaven."  

-- Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991-2006)  

Meet the first millennial saint. At first 
glance, Carlo Acutis was just an ordi-
nary teenage boy like any other grow-
ing up at the turn of the millennium - 
he liked soccer, comic books, and 
Pokémon video games, played the sax-
ophone, and took goofy videos of his 
dogs.  

But he had a depth of faith that ani-
mated all his activities. He went to 
Mass daily from his first communion, a 
year earlier than his peers, until the 
Lord called him home at age 15. He 
defended the dignity of every human 
person in word and deed, especially 
the excluded and the homeless he met 
on a daily basis.  

Visit the https://carloacutis-en.org/ to 
learn more about Carlo. 

Sunday Masses: Vigil Masses on Saturdays: 4:30pm (in church), 6:00pm (outdoors at middle school)  
On Sundays: 7:30am, 9:15am, 10:45am, 11:00am (in the school hall) 

Confessions: Every Saturday, 3:30pm to 4:00pm in the church and by appointment 

8030 Bradshaw Road, Kingsville, MD 21087  | 410-592-7071  |   nicole@ssparish.org 

From Fr. George 
Dear Parishioners: 

It seems like time really is flying by. As we continue through this month 
of October, I pray that the Lord will bless you with abundant Graces.  

 Recently, I announced that Fr. Joe Simmons, Pastor of Holy Spirit Par-
ish was announcing his retirement to be effective July 1, 2022. In light of 
this, I also announced that our parish and Holy Spirit were forming a 
Pastorate that would be officially launched in July. This means that our 
two parishes will work together to minister to the people in our area. 
The gifts and talents of the parishes of Holy Spirit and St. Stephen will 
be used to bring the Good News of the Gospel to the people of our area.  

 One of the biggest changes will be that our parishes will share a Pastor 
and other Ministers. This will allow us to better minister to the parish-
ioners of both parishes. It is anticipated that I will be named Pastor of 
Holy Spirit while continuing as Pastor of St. Stephen upon Fr. Simmon's 
retirement. One final note, this doesn't mean that we are merging our 
parishes. St. Stephen and Holy Spirit will work together in many new 
and innovative ways.  

On a personal note, this is the 3rd time I have been involved in this type 
of endeavor. I can assure you, that although it will require hard work 
and openness to innovation, it will be life-giving for all concerned. I ask 
that you not only pray for the success of this partnership, but also for 
Fr. Simmons as he prepares for his transition into retirement.  

 Thanks again for all you do for our parish. I know that I can count on 
you for your prayers as we move forward in the years to come. 

God bless, 
Fr. George 

All Saints Day, November 1,  is not a holy day of 
obligation this year. Mass will at 7:30am. We are also 
having Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction. Eucha-
ristic Adoration begins at 5pm; the first 20 minutes  
will be live-streamed, as will Benediction, which starts 
at 6:45pm. 

On All Souls Day, November 2,  we are having a 
Mass at 7:30am and also a 7:00pm Mass. Both will be 
live-streamed. 

6:00 pm Saturday Mass: The 6pm 
Mass will be held in the Church, not 
outside, on October 30 and November 
6 due to two scheduled social events.  
Please mark your calendars. 

https://carloacutis-en.org/
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God’s Gift of His Word 

Readings for next Sunday, the 31st Sunday in  
Ordinary Time   

Reading I:  Deuteronomy 6:2-6 

Psalm 18 

Reading II: Hebrews 7:23-28 

Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself the 
questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults:  Why does love of God lead to love of 
neighbor?  

 Children: When do you show that you love God 
and your neighbor with your whole heart? 

October 23 and 24 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Church)  Bill Button (D) 

6:00 pm (Outdoors) Elizabeth, Don, and Gladys Parr 

7:30 am  (Church)  H. Carolyn Clay Somers (D) 

9:15 am (Church)  Paddy Kennedy (D) 

10:45 am (Church)  Anne Gallagher (D) 

11:00 am (Hall) Austin Herman (D) 

Altar Flowers  

Flowers may be given for the altar or the Blessed Mother 
and St. Joseph shrine altars as a memorial or for a special 
intention. The offering for each arrangement is $50. 
Please make arrangements at least two weeks ahead of 
time so that we may get the memorial and/or intentions 
in the   bulletin. Contact Brother William at 410-592-7071 
or wciganek@archbalt.org  

Our Parish Family 

May God bless these newest members of the Church who 
recently received the Sacrament of Baptism:  

Flynn Gerard Reisig   

Roman Linwood Petrecca  

We ask God’s blessings on this couples as we publish the 
banns of marriage: 

Michael Single & Cheyenne Debord - 2nd Banns  

 

Saint Stephen School News 

Fall Open House: Join us on November 3rd for tours 
between 9-10:30 am and 6-8 pm. RSVP is required; visit 
https://ssschool.org/news/fall-open-house-1 We look for-
ward to meeting you! 

And don’t forget that tickets to the Saint Stephen 
School Annual Wine Tasting and Silent Auction event 
on Saturday, November 6th are now available to pur-
chase.  Limited in-person and VIP tickets will be sold to 
maintain social distancing. Information can be found on 
the School website:  www.ssschool.org   

St. Stephen School’s Annual Campaign for our Stu-
dents supports our educational programs, maintenance 
and enhancement of facilities, and the effort to make 
Catholic education affordable for our families.  Please 
consider a gift to ensure our continued presence of faith, 
values and education.  We pray that St. Stephen School 
will continue to be a ‘little church’ which draws families 
closer to Christ’s love and the knowledge of each person’s 
dignity and purpose in our world. For more information 
or to make a gift, visit https://ssschool.org/giving 

Mass Count Oct 9 & 10, 2021 

Saturday 4:30 pm Church - 127 

Saturday 6:00 pm Outdoor - 85 

Sunday 7:30 am Church - 122 

Sunday 9:15 am Church - 102 

Sunday 10:45 am Church - 111 

Sunday 11:00 am Hall - 80 (Faith Formation) 

Total = 627 

Same weekend 2020 = 250 

Same weekend 2019 = 1090 

Flowers this Weekend 

The Fall arrangement on the Blessed Mother's altar this 
weekend are in loving memory of Francis Baranoski, Sr. 
given by his son, Frank Baranoski, Jr. Please remember 
Francis in your prayers. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
Schedule  

Mass will be offered at 7:30 am  
and 9:00 am on Thanksgiving  
Day, November 25th. Please plan  
on taking time to thank God  
for all our blessings.  After the 9:00 
am Mass, the Ladies of Charity are 
providing our traditional Thanksgiv-
ing Day pastries in the school hall.   

https://ssschool.org/news/fall-open-house-1
https://ssschool.org/news/15th-annual-st-stephens-fall-wine-tasting-event-virtual-style
https://ssschool.org/giving
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Marriage, Divorce, and Annulments 
from a Catholic Perspective 

The Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Baltimore will be 
giving a presentation in our area concerning divorce 
and annulment from the Catholic perspective. This 
presentation will be helpful for divorced Catholics, 
those divorced who wish to marry Catholics, those 
parish leaders involved in the RCIA process and any 
others who may have an interest because of family or 
friends.  

This session will be held on Tuesday October 26th 
at 7:00 pm at St. John the Evangelist, Hydes in 
the Parish Social Hall. No prior registration is re-
quired. For  further information, please call 410-547-
5533. 

Life After Loss 6-week bereavement sessions   

For those who have suffered the loss of a 
loved one, Life After Loss offers a healing 
process in small group gatherings.  The 
next 6-week session begins November 10 
and runs on Wednesday afternoons  from 
1:00 – 2:30 pm in the parish center. Please 
register for this free opportunity by Sunday, November 7.  
(Dates are November 10, 17, and 24, and December 1, 8,   
and 15) 

For more information or to register, please contact Sr. An-
gela at 443-955-1198 or redsdef@comcast.net. 

Discover the Secret of an Amazing Mass    
Experience! New groups are starting 
soon. 

The Mass is nothing short of 
amazing. Through it, we 
encounter God in the most 
intimate way possible as we 
hear him speak to us in the 
Liturgy of the Word and as 
we receive him Body and 
Blood, Soul and Divinity in 
the Holy Eucharist. 

A Biblical Walk Through the 
Mass explores the extraordi-
nary biblical roots of the Lit-

urgy and reveals what it all means and why it all 
matters. This fascinating tour of the Mass will renew 
your faith and deepen your love for and devotion to 
the Holy Eucharist. A Biblical Walk Through The 
Mass program (5 sessions) begins soon. 

WHEN?  Check your choices below:  

Wednesdays, November 10—December 8   

 Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:15 pm —IN PER-
SON small vaccinated group in the St. Stephen       
Parish center. (November 10, 17, 1nd 24;                    
December 1 & 8)   

Thursdays, November 11—December 16   

 Thursday afternoons, 1pm-2:15pm—IN PERSON 
small vaccinated group at St. Stephen Church 
(November 11, 18, December 2, 9, 16)) 

Register by Friday, November 1. For more infor-
mation and to register, contact Sr. Angela at 
redsdef@comcast.net or 443-955-1198.       

“Why should we pray when God already 
knows what we want?”  

It is true that God already knows what we need but why 
then did Bartimaeus have to ask Jesus for help in today’s 
Gospel? (Mark 10:46-52) Anyone watching would, no doubt, 
have thought that it must be obvious that the man wants 
Jesus to restore his sight but yet Jesus asked him, “What do 
you want me to do for you.” (Mark 10:51) And when he said, 
“Master, let me see again,” Jesus cured him.  

Jesus knew about this blind man, he didn’t need to be told 
he needed his sight restored, but yet he asked him what he 
wanted. Bartimaeus did not need to tell Jesus, but telling 
Jesus was preparing Bartimaeus’ heart for the gift of having 
his sight restored.  

I am [often] asked, “Why should we pray when God already 
knows what we want?” My response is that prayer is not 
about informing God what our needs are. God already 
knows our needs and does not need our prayer to keep him 
up to date on what is happening in our lives. Instead, prayer 
is for our benefit, not God’s benefit. Prayer is to prepare our 
heart for what God wishes to give us.  

What did Bartimaeus do after his sight was restored? He 
followed Jesus along the road.  So, the healing of Bartimaeus 
was really only the beginning of his journey following Jesus, 
being a disciple of Jesus and learning from Jesus. Bartimaeus 
did not just pray to have his sight restored and then disap-
pear. Afterwards Bartimaeus’ whole way of life was such 
that it revolved around Jesus.  

So, when someone asks, “Why should we pray when God 
already knows what we want?” I say that praying for what 
we need is only part of our relationship with God. Our 
whole life is to be a prayer to God because our whole life is 
about following Jesus, being a disciple of Jesus. If we only 
pray when we are in a crisis, are we really Christian? Prayer 
is not a magic formula to be recited to bring about the de-
sired results. Prayer is also a way of living, it is following 
Jesus on the road.  

Fr. Tommy Lane (frtommylane.com) 

mailto:redsdef@comcast.net
mailto:redsdef@comcast.net
http://frtommylane.com/homilies/year_b/30.htm


October 24, 2021 - the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                      4                                                                                                 

 

Thanksgiving Dinners for those in 
need 

We are looking for families 
who need help putting a 
Thanksgiving meal on the 
table this year.  All families 
helped will remain anony-
mous. We will be providing a 
thawed turkey and nonper-
ishable food items for a 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Pickup will be on Tuesday, November 23rd, 6-8pm. 
If you or someone you know is in need, please 
reach out to Aubrey Briggs at the Parish Center by 
Thursday, November 11th, 410-592-7072, au-
brey@ssparish.org.  

We will be collecting nonperishable food items 
from Friday, October 29th- Friday, November 19th. 
Items can be dropped off at school morning drop-
off or in the back of church before or after Masses. 
Frozen turkey drop-off will be on Thursday, No-
vember 18th from 6-8pm in the school parking lot. 
We look forward to the opportunity to serve as 
many families as we can!  

Who has inspired you? 

St. Josemaría Escrivá was a Spanish priest who 
founded the Opus Dei movement.  He was inspired 
to start “a mobilization of Christians of all walks of 
life who would make the world holy by offering to 
God their daily duties.”    

St. Josemaría wrote down short, spiritual reflections 
in three small books. Here is a quote from those 
collections.   

“Here is a thought to help you in difficult  
moments. ‘The more my faithfulness increases,  
the better will I be able to contribute to the  
growth of others in that virtue.’  How good it  
is to feel supported by each other.”   

When God gives us grace, it’s not just for us. Gifts 
given to the mystical Body of Christ benefit the 
individual and the body as a whole. (see  
1 Corinthians 12:1-31)  Thinking back, who has in-
spired you?  Whose virtue has been a beacon in 
your life?  Be that same difference in someone else’s 
life.  You are an example to others, whether you 
think so or not.  The inverse of this quote is also 
true: the less faithful we are, the more we encour-
age vice in others.  

John Kubasak, “8 Powerful Quotes from St.  
Josemaría Escrivá” at coraevans.com 

mailto:aubrey@ssparish.org
mailto:aubrey@ssparish.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012&version=RSVCE
https://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/8-powerful-quotes-from-st-josemaria-escriva
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November 7: Quo Vadis  Fall Day  

Mark your cal-
endar – young 
men in high 
school are invit-
ed to gather for 
Mass and lunch 
followed by activities with priests and seminarians 
from our Archdiocese!  Event is hosted at Our Lady of 
the Chesapeake beginning with Mass at 10:45am.  
Please register by contacting  
quovadis@archbalt.org or call 410-547-5426! 

Adult Formation Series During  Children’s 
Faith Formation 

We welcome all Faith Formation and 
School parents to attend a session on 
what to teach your children about 
Advent om Sunday, November 7th, 
9:50-10:40. Enjoy the opportunity to 
learn more about your faith and how 
to take it home to integrate into 
your family life.  

The session will be led by co-directors of our Children’s 
Faith Formation Program, Brother William and Aubrey 
Briggs, and will take place during the children’s classes. 
Mark your calendars and reach out to Brother William 
(wciganek@archbalt.org) or Aubrey 
(aubrey@ssparish.org) with any questions. We can’t wait 
to see you there! 

Annual Trunk-or-Treat Event 

We’re baaack! Join us for a spooktacular evening with 
family and friends! Come in costume and bring flash-
lights, chairs, candy to hand out to treaters, and decora-
tions for the trunk of your car.  

Visit https://ssschool.org/news/annual-trunk-or-treat-
event  for more information and to register.  

 Space is limited. No walk up treaters due to 
COVID.  Sponsored by Girl Scout Troop 2055.  

When:  Saturday October 30, 2021  

Where:  St. Stephen School Parking 
Lot   

Time:  5:00-7:30 pm (Chick-fil-a and 
hot dog meal deals available)   

Cost:  $10 for cars   

Faith Formation Substitutes Needed  

We are currently in need of substitute catechists for our 
Faith Formation classes on Sunday mornings. Classes are 
in session, 9:50-10:40 and catechists are asked to arrive at 
9:30. Becoming a substitute catechist will add your name 
to a list of volunteers who we will reach out to when we 
are in need of coverage.  

Enjoy the opportunity to share your faith and volunteer 
your time through our Faith Formation Program! If you 
are interested in joining our team of wonderful and dedi-
cated volunteers, please reach out to Aubrey Briggs 
(aubrey@ssparish.org) or Brother William Ciganek, C.F.X. 
(wciganak@archbalt.org). Please email or call the Parish 
Center for questions or more information, 410-592-7072.   

Family Intimacy 

Families are to be “Schools of Love” that help us expe-
rience, as much as possible, the ocean of love God has 
for us.  By extension, Catholic families are encouraged 
to choose those styles of relating, organizing their pri-
orities, and disciplining their children that foster the 
deepest level of intimacy possible. 

In Evangelium Vitae, Pope St. John Paul the Great 
wrote, 

By word and example, in the daily round of relations 
and choices, and through concrete actions and 
signs, parents lead their children to authentic free-
dom, actualized in the sincere gift of self, and they 
cultivate in them respect for others, a sense of jus-
tice, cordial openness, dialogue, generous service, 
solidarity and all the other values which help people 
to live life as a gift. 

You parent with the mind of the Church when you ask 
yourself how many activities your kids can be involved 
in while still preserving the prime importance of fami-
ly intimacy.  

Likewise, you can determine which discipline methods 
are more “Catholic” in the sense that they are more 
relationally-based and more likely to foster the open 
dialog and cordiality discussed in Evangelium Vitae. 

Gregory Popcak, “There is a Catholic Way to Parent” at 
catholic exchange.com 

mailto:quovadis@archbalt.org
https://ssschool.org/assets/imgs/uploads/Halloween-Trunk-or-Treat-Flyer-2021_P2.pdf
https://ssschool.org/news/annual-trunk-or-treat-event
https://ssschool.org/news/annual-trunk-or-treat-event
mailto:aubrey@ssparish.org
mailto:wciganak@archbalt.org
https://catholicexchange.com/there-is-a-catholic-way-to-parent
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Respect Life Corner 

Pregnant, Need Help? Call Birthright at 410-838-0443, 
the Center for Pregnancy Concerns at 410-391-3911 or 
Women’s Care Center at 667-401-0700. 

Suffering Post-Abortion Stress? Call Project Rachel 
at  410-625-8491 or go to rvbaltimore.org  

Birthright has resumed the Drop-In for women 
suffering the pain of a past abortion. The Drop-In 
sessions will be held the last Monday of each month at 
the Birthright Office, 38 East Gordon Street, Bel Air, 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. Masks and social distancing are 
required. 

 

Healing and Forgiveness 

“I would now like to say a special word to women who 
have had an abortion. The Church is aware of the many 
factors which may have influenced your decision, and 
she does not doubt that in many cases it was a painful 
and even shattering decision. The wound in your heart 
may not yet have healed. …But do not give in to dis-
couragement and do not lose hope. …The Father of 
mercies is ready to give you his forgiveness and his 
peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  

Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, no. 99  

Let us pray for women and men suffering after abor-
tion: May the Church’s abortion healing ministry, Pro-
ject Rachel, help them find forgiveness and peace 
through Christ’s endless mercy. 

For more information on Project Rachel,  if you are 
interested in attending a retreat or would like to speak 
with a peer minister, a priest or counselor, please con-
tact: 

 projectrachel@archbalt.org,   

 or (410) 625-8491 (call)   

 or (410) 299-9345 (text only)  

All of our services are confidential. 

“I could never express the depth of gratitude I have for 
what you and the others provided [at the retreat]. I’ve 
never experienced a greater atmosphere of safety, love, 
kindness, support, mercy, and compassion. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.” 

   Project Rachel Baltimore Retreat Participant

Respect Life Month Baby Envelope        
Campaign  

We’re in the middle of  annual baby envelope campaign 
to continue our tradition of care and support for those 
who are vulnerable and in need.  The generosity of St. 
Stephen parishioners each year during this campaign 
helps local pregnancy centers assist many mothers and 
babies.  

If you need an envelope , help yourself to one—they’re in 
the green gift bags at the back of the church or hall. Fill it 
at home with a few spare bills or a check, then return it 
in the collection basket by November 9.   

If you are unable to come 
to Mass in person, dona-
tions can be mailed to the 
parish. Please make checks 
payable to St. Stephen  
Parish with “baby envelope 
donation”  in the memo 
line.  Thank you!   

We need a few more casserole makers for 
Our Daily Bread.  

ODB is feeding the poor  
daily with take-out meals 
and everyone seems to love 
our chicken noodle broccoli 
casserole. The recipe can be 
found here: https://
www.ssparish.org/ service.  

You can call Susan Lattin at 410-803-7379 for more infor-
mation. The casseroles can be dropped off in the freezer 
in donation room located in the parish center basement 
under the back porch.  

Honest Conversations About Race  

Our first two sessions of Honest Conversations have 
gone very well and the facilitators would like us to con-
tinue to keep the sessions open for more parishioners to 
join us if they would like. We had 3-4 new people last 
night!  

Adults are invited to join us for the remaining sessions 
led by facilitators from the Racial Justice Circles. 
The conversations will be a space to reflect together on 
race and anti-racism using curriculum based on 
"Cracking the Codes of Systemic Racism." Please click on 
the Sign Up Genius link at the bottom of our parish web-
site to 
rsvp www.ssparish.org. If you have questions, please  
contact Jessica Finck at 410-459-5551 or  
jobrien.finck@gmail.com.   

mailto:projectrachel@archbalt.org
https://www.ssparish.org/service
https://www.ssparish.org/service
http://www.ssparish.org/
mailto:jobrien.finck@gmail.com

