
FAITH FORMATION-SERVICE-LITURGY-STEWARDSHIP-EVANGELIZATION

ST. STEPHEN PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Wednesday, September 1st, 2021 Meeting Minutes

LOCATION:  Zoom Meeting

In Attendance: Fr. George Gannon, Fr. Paul Breczinski, Drew Bonthron, Jim Kalinosky,
Nicole Kalinosky, Bob Melewski, Kellie Reynolds, Isabelle Schucker, Tim McNamara,
Mary, Morgan, Deacon Frank Laws, Rene Monaghan, Sr. Angela DeFontes, Pat
Budzynski, Joe Burns, Yvonne Malick, Terrance Golden, Brother William Ciganek

Members Unable to Attend: Craig Bryant, Sam Miller, Andrew Bateman, Rob Hott

Opening:
● Jim Kalinosky began the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
● Isabelle Schucker led our opening prayer.
● All members read our Parish Mission Statement:

“We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ, as a
welcoming, worshipping, Catholic Community by sharing, growing and living the
Gospel.”

Routine Council Business:
● Meeting Notes from June 9, 2021 were approved without changes.

Introductory Comments:
● Jim Kalinosky welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Mr. Golden, Brother

William, and Joe Burns.
● He appreciates that we are still able to hold a meeting whether we are in person

or virtual.
● Jim led all members through singing “Happy Birthday” to those with recent

birthdays.

Pastor’s Comments:
● Fr. George welcomed everyone to the meeting and hoped that we all had a

restful summer with time to spend with our families.
● The Convent renovations started back in July to prepare the space for Fr.

George, Fr. Paul, and Brother William.
● They currently have to wait for another Government approval for some of the

work being done, but the rest of the renovations continue.
● Meetings about the new Parish Center occur frequently to prepare for the

groundbreaking that will take place early next spring.
● After being back in the Church for Mass since June, attendance seems to be

increasing; the masses are comfortably full.



● More people are wearing masks inside at Mass, but they are still coming; over
100 people attended the masses last weekend.

● Fr. George spoke to Monsignor O'Connor about the 6 p.m. outdoor Mass and its
attendance. The weather and attendance have been great; there is a need being
met by this mass, and the Parish was given permission to continue. Fr. George
will meet with Monsignor O’Connor again to discuss in October or November.

● Fr. George will meet with Rob Hott about Mass options moving forward in the
coming months.

● In October, a mass in the Hall will be added at 11 a.m. on Sundays, so that the
Faith Formation families can attend right after their classes end.

● Drew asked about daily mass changes with the school possibly attending. The
Parish took a poll in late spring about mass times, but Fr. George is going to
speak to Mr. Golden about this.

● The school also needs to use the church driveway in the morning between 7:45-8
a.m. for drop off; Fr. George hopes this is not an issue with daily mass.

● Fr. George thanked everyone for being so helpful with the move back into the
church and for a smooth transition. The parishioners seem to be very happy with
the change back to in person Mass.

Financials:
● Lots of work has been done in the convent. Most of the renovations so far dealt

with new plumbing and electrical work to make separate apartments.
● The renovations slowed down in the last two weeks while waiting for a permit

from the county. This permit is needed to continue working, but the county is still
behind from the pandemic.

● More work cannot be done until we have the permit, and then inspections will
need to be done.

● Fr. George, Fr, Paul, and Brother William will probably move into the new rectory
at the end of October or early November.

● There was an issue in the school basement as it filled with water overnight due to
a burst pipe. The basement was pumped out and repaired. The boiler was fixed,
and the hot water heater was replaced. There was also an issue with the well,
but it has since been corrected.

● A few weeks ago, work was done on the Church roof as some of the slates were
coming loose.

● The Church exterior will be repainted and replaced if needed before late fall.
● Parish center plans are moving along, and the design part is completed. Those

that focus on the structural aspect are now coming in to ensure its safety.
● Bob met with the fundraising group from the Archdiocese about kicking off the

second part of the Parish’s Capital Campaign.
● Mary asked about materials being backordered and increased prices from the

pandemic. Bob stated that lumber prices have come down significantly, but steel
is the current concern. They are continuing to watch prices due to inflation.

● Drew asked about when parishioners will know about the plans for the Parish
Center, and Bob said they would know later in the fall.

● Both income and expenses decreased from last year; fundraising increased.



● The SBA PPP Loan was forgiven. It was used to help pay for the Parish
employees’ payroll for 8 weeks.

● The profit this year will be negative as the Parish is spending the money for new
buildings, renovations, and a community water tank.

● The community water tank will be located in front of the parking lot by the street.
They are still waiting for the tank to arrive.

● Tim added that the Parish got a state grant to pay 50% of the bill for the tank.
● The SBA PPP Loan was also forgiven for the school, and this was a significant

boost for the school as they have a larger payroll.

New Business:
● The Vice Chair Election needed to be redone; according to the Archdiocesan

rules, members of the Finance committee cannot be voting members on the
council.

● The New Vice Chair elected by PPC members: Mary Morgan
● Jim created and read some proposed Amendments to the council bylaws which

address issues that have come up that need clarification including the pandemic,
elections, membership, and getting our bylaws in line with Archdiocesan rules.

● A committee of some PPC members will revise these amendments and share
recommendations with the council through email. Tim, Mary, Pat, and Drew
volunteered to be on this committee.

● Jim will send out the proposed amendments along with the previous bylaws to
everyone.

● The council may meet with Archdiocese reps in the future to further edit the
bylaws.

● Jim introduced Terrance Golden, the new principal, to the Council.
● Mr. Golden stated that there are 333 students from Pre-K through grade 8.
● He, along with Fr. George, visited each classroom for a blessing, and Fr. George

blessed the buildings with holy water.
● The opening school mass with Fr. Paul will occur this Friday.
● There are new staff members at the school including a new secretary and an

administrative manager.
● Mr. Golden is looking forward to having a strong relationship with the school and

church communities, and he hopes to be very active in both.
● The Parish will be partnering with St. Mark again this year for the Mark's Men

Program. There are two sessions to choose from each week that take place on
Thursday evenings and Friday mornings; it is a 26 week program with 13 weeks
in the fall, and the remaining 13 weeks in the spring.

Committee Reports:
Service -

● The last service meeting took place in August.
● For the 20th anniversary of 9/11, the Rosary Guild is planning an event.
● The service committee is also planning for the Season of Creation and the Feast

of St. Francis.



● Jessica Finck has taken the lead on the Racial Inequality and Social Justice
Committee. On four Tuesday evenings in October, a group will gather called
"Honest Conversations on Racism / Racial Justice Circles”, and a trained racial
justice counselor will be present to help.

● Groups will be in the scout building every day beginning next week; the
warehouse space needs to be cleared out to accommodate for the scout groups
starting Monday. They have not been able to use this space for a couple years
now as it is full of supplies and furniture from the school.

● Due to condensation issues, supplies in the Scout building may not be able to be
used; the roof had to be removed previously due to this issue.

● Deacon Frank added that the Parish has a really strong Scout program for both
boys and girls, and they should have proper space/accommodations to meet.

Liturgy -
● A Liturgy meeting will take place next Wednesday.
● They are working on getting altar servers back for training and review this week.
● Eucharistic Adoration will occur on September 23; the times are being discussed.
● The Blessing of Animals will occur on October 3 between the cemetery and the

rectory.
● The Parish still needs volunteers to be llectors, ushers, and EMs. Many who

helped previously are not comfortable coming back to in person masses yet.
Volunteers are needed for every mass, especially since another mass will be
added at 11 a.m. in the Hall in the coming months. Fr. George stated that he
could address this issue during Mass to gain interest.

Evangelization -
● The Friendly Caller Ministry has about 15 callers and 30 people to call; it has

been doing great for the past couple months. There has been an increase in
requests to take communion to those that are homebound. About 7-8 people are
currently helping with this every week, and training will occur soon.

● The committee is thinking about adding Community Sundays and a Speaker
Series again as we return to in person Masses.

Faith Formation -
● Over the summer, Brother William, Aubrey, and Yvonne took charge of Faith

Formation for grades Pre-K through 8th.
● Sessions begin on October 3rd, and will occur every Sunday. The 11 a.m. Mass

in the Hall was added to increase mass attendance for the children and families.
● Sister Angela has offered to have an RCIA session on Sundays as well at the

same time as the Faith Formation classes.
● Kellie held information sessions and worked with those preparing for their

Confirmation. Some children also made their First Reconciliations this summer.
● Sr. Angela is currently preparing two adults for Confirmation through the

Archdiocese, who is offering the Sacrament in October.
● The Scripture Study Groups may be able to go in person as small, vaccinated

groups. Some sessions will still be held virtual for members. Many people are



interested in meeting in person, so Sr. Angela is trying to figure out ways to meet
in smaller groups.

● The Bereavement Groups are also doing well, and each group has about 3-5
members at each meeting.

Closing Prayer:
● All members said “The Prayer of St. Francis” together.

Future PPC Meetings:
● Wednesday, October 6, 2021
● Wednesday, November 3, 2021
● Wednesday, December 1, 2021

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.

Submitted,

Isabelle Schucker, Secretary
September 20, 2021


