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Readings for the Second Sunday in     
Ordinary Time 

Reading I: 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19         Psalm 40 

Reading II: 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 

Gospel: John 1:35-42 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm. Keep the  
readings in mind as you ask yourself the questions 
of the week: 

Teens/Adults: What qualities do you have that 
would cause others to recognize you as a disciple      
of Jesus? 

Children: What does it take to be a follower of   
Jesus? 
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Intercessions for Sunday, January 17 

For the universal church and its leaders, that they lis-
ten to God’s call to serve according to his will and be 
radiant examples of Christ’s love for all, we pray to the 
Lord…  

For world leaders, that they seek to unite humankind 
by governing with compassion and justice, we pay to 
the Lord…  

For our country, that we may experience healing 
through the intercession of our patroness, Our Lady 
of the Immaculate Conception, so that we may truly 
become one nation under God, we pray to the Lord…  

For our parish family, that we may clearly hear the call 
of Christ to follow Him in loving service to all our 
brothers and sisters in need, we pray to the Lord…  

For those who have died, especially Andrew and 
Elaine Dombrowski and Francis Baummer, that they 
receive the fullness of joy in Christ, we pray to the 
Lord…  

Remaining with Jesus 

The two disciples of John the Baptist leave their master and 
commence to follow after Jesus. The Lord turns on them 
and asks a question intended to pierce to the level of their 
hearts: “What are you looking for?” I would invite every 
single person reading this reflection to imagine the Lord 
Jesus gazing at you right now and ask you the very same 
question. How would you respond? 

The young men in the Gospel 
story answer him in the Semitic 
manner, with another question, 
“Where are you staying?” Per-
haps they don’t fully understand 
their own hearts, but their an-
swer in the form of a question 
does indeed reveal what they 
want. They want to know where 
Jesus “remains” (menein in the 
Greek), whence he draws his life. 
And so Jesus graciously invites 
them to “come and see.” Then 
we hear that they “stayed” with 
him, remaining where he re-
mains, which is to say within the 
will of the Father.   

Implicit in this beautifully crafted narrative is the whole of 
the Christian spiritual life.  Prayer, contemplation, medita-
tion, the rosary, Lectio Divina, the sacraments, the Mass, 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament—all of it constitutes 
“remaining” with Jesus, staying where he stays. A serious 
problem that I have noted for the whole of my priesthood 
is a sort of pastoral activism that put an almost exclusive 
stress on the “work” of the Church. But we notice that, be-
fore they commence to minister with Jesus, these two disci-
ples stay with him.  We should imitate them.  

 Bishop Robert Barron, writing in Magnificat,  
 January 2021 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm


 2 

Our Parish Family 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Andrew & Elaine Dombrowski 

Francis Baummer 

January 16 and 17  Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Hall)            William “Bill” Button (D)  

6:00 pm                       St. Stephen Society  

 8:00 am (Hall)            M/M Lawrence O’ Toole  

 10:30 am (Hall)          Anthony “Bill” Price (D)  

New Games for Kids’ Bingo Needed 

If you are shopping after-Christmas deals, we are look-
ing for donations of new, unopened Games or Craft Kits 
for our 19th Annual Kids’ Bingo!  The event will be vir-
tual this year, but we anticipate it being as fun as ever 
with lots of items for our winner's choice prizes!   

We’re looking for items that are valued around $15 
(with a cost to you of around $5).  You may leave items 
on the Parish Center back porch, labeled Kids’ Bingo.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Robin at 410-592
-7294 or Robin@ssparish.org.  Thank you for your gen-
erosity! 

The Peace Prayer of St. Francis  

We continue in our meditation as we pray,  

Where there is injury, pardon:  

 “During the violence-
ridden Crusades, Francis 
discovered a path of 
peace, pardon, and non-
violence.  The “little poor 
man” went to Egypt to 
engage in a peaceful dia-
logue with the sultan 
(head of the Muslim forc-
es), a meeting in which a 
spirit of forgiveness, respect and understanding prevailed.  
Francis would have the same message for those in our 
times who are so quick to see violence as the only cure for 
terrorism.”   

(An excerpt from A Closer Look at the Peace Prayer of Saint 
Francis, Franciscan Spirit Blog by Franciscan Media).  

 

A Lenten Spiritual Practice  

 God, Our Emmanuel, is always with us lovingly 
drawing us to conversion. Let us take time to listen to 
God's voice within. To what Spiritual Practice is God 
calling you?  

St. Stephen Parish is offering a Scriptural Lenten 
preparation for Easter.  

During this unprecedented time 
in our history the word VIRTUAL 
is becoming an everyday word. It 
means that you can safely join 
other faith-filled people to reflect 
on God's Word. and answer the 
call to live out the Gospel mes-
sage in your  life.   

Yes, in the comfort of your 
home, away from heavy traffic, 
bad weather conditions and 
COVID, you can gather with others in this Lenten 
Spiritual Practice.  All you need is an iphone, ipad , 
lap top or computer.   

Come join us either  
Wednesday evenings at 7PM   Feb. 17-March 24  
                                             OR  
Thursday, afternoons at 1PM  Feb. 18- March 25         

Please register by February 1 so sufficient materials 
can be purchased.  Contact Sr. Angela at 
redsdef@comcast.net  or 443-955-1198  

Looking forward to sharing Faith with you!  Peace 
and all Good!  

January 24 - Community Sunday,            
4th Sunday of the month   

Join us next Sunday for an online gathering of parish 
family and friends each month, following the 9:15 
livestream Mass on Facebook.   

To join, go to www.zoom.us and click “join a meet-
ing” then enter Meeting ID: 892 4393 4216.  Need to 
join by phone? Dial 301-715-8592 and enter Meeting 
ID: 892 4393 4216.  NEW: You must call or email us 
for the passcode 410-592-7294,  robin@ssparish.org 
or kellie@ssparish.org before the meeting date (if on 
the weekend, please email). Thanks for your under-
standing.  

January 24—Life is Beautiful Mass 

The annual Mass will be celebrated at 10:45 AM by Arch-
bishop William E. Lori at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   
Live stream the Mass by going to https://
www.archbalt.org/life-is-beautiful-2021/ . You’ll find links 
to Facebook and YouTube for the live stream, and activi-
ties and resources to share as a family.  

mailto:Robin@ssparish.org
mailto:redsdef@comcast.net
http://www.zoom.us
mailto:robin@ssparish.org
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://www.archbalt.org/life-is-beautiful-2021/
https://www.archbalt.org/life-is-beautiful-2021/
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Q & A 

Q: What is the meaning of reciting "Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world?"  

A: When the Jewish people were slaves in Egypt, 

they were liberated by God through Moses in the 
Exodus. Egypt did not want to free the slaves, so 
God sent a series of plagues to convince the Phar-
aoh to let the Jewish people go. The last of these 
plagues was the death of every firstborn male (Ex. 
11:1–12:36). The Jewish people were spared from this 
plague by marking their doors with the blood of an 
unblemished lamb that God had commanded them 
to eat (Ex. 12:3-13). The blood of this lamb saved the 
Jewish people from the plague of death and result-
ed in their liberation from slavery. 

Similarly, the death of Jesus saves us from eternal 
death and slavery to sin. This connection was fore-
seen by the prophet Isaiah who spoke of the Messi-
ah as a sacrificial lamb (Is. 53:7) and John the Bap-
tist who foretold the saving death of Jesus by call-
ing him the Lamb of God (John 1:29). The author of 
the Gospel of John employs this imagery by stating 
that Jesus was sentenced to death at the same hour 
that the Passover lambs were being slaughtered 
(John 19:14) and by pointing out that none of his 
bones were broken (John 19:36), the same as the 
Passover lamb’s bones were not to be broken (Ex. 
12:46). 

Every time the Eucharist is celebrated, we believe 
that Calvary is mysteriously made present in our 
midst. We recognize the mystery of our faith by 
proclaiming the Lamb of God (Jesus) made present 
under the appearances of bread and wine. 

Fr. Charles Grondin, Catholic Answers 
(Catholic.com) 

Youth Ministry Update for youth in  
grades 6-12 

Archbishop Lori wants to know: What’s your   life is-
sue? If you would like to be part of a virtual conversation 
on Jan 27th at 7pm, please RSVP to   Mrs. Kellie by Jan 17th 
at 410-592-7294 or kellie@ssparish.org.  We are also mak-
ing plans for ways to safely celebrate the March for Life.  
Watch for more information! 

Respect Life Baby Shower  

Please join us again this year in shower-
ing new moms and babies served by 
nearby pregnancy centers with much-
needed gifts. See the wish list below for 
baby items the centers have requested; 
we’ll be collecting donations the week-
ends of January 30 & 31 as well as Febru-
ary 6 & 7. Please leave your gift in the 
bins located outside the Church base-
ment door - thank you!   

Questions? Call Anne at 443-402-0711. Thank you for help-
ing these mothers and families to choose life for their ba-
bies, and for supporting them as they care for their little 
ones! 

Respect Life Baby Shower Wish List  These items are 
especially needed (no need to wrap them): • Disposable 
Diapers sizes newborn, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 • Pull ups size 3T-4T for 
boys and girls • Baby wipes • Onesies (colorful) - size NB 
and 3 months • Boppy pillows • Receiving blankets • $10 
Target gift cards • Boys’ and girls’ clothing sizes nb to 3T • 
Similac Advance powder. 

Pray for Confirmation Candidates: If you would 

like the name of a candidate (or two!) to pray for, please 
email Robin@ssparish.org or call 410-592-7294. 

Adoration on Friday, January 29, the day of 
the March for Life in Washington, D. C.  

In January 1973, the Supreme Court made the decision to 
legalize abortion in the United States. Since then, more 
than 60 million innocent unborn lives have been taken, 
mothers and fathers have been deeply wounded, and fami-
lies changed forever.  

Prayer is a powerful tool for healing. Come pray for yourself,  
for someone you know, and for our nation. If you plan to 
attend for 30 or 60 minutes starting at noon on Friday,   
January 29, email or call Kellie Reynolds (410-592-7294 or 
kellie@ssparish.org)  

mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
mailto:Robin@ssparish.org
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org

