
Readings for the 26th Sunday in        
Ordinary Time  

Reading I: Ezekiel 18:25-28      Psalm 25 

Reading II: Philippians 2:1-11 

Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself the 
questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: When have your actions not measured up 
to your promises? What was the outcome? 

Children: Why is it important to follow through on your 
promises to others?  
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Intercessions for Sunday, September 27 

For the holy Church on earth, may the power of the Holy 
Spirit help us to love one another and live in unity, we pray 
to the Lord…  

 That all civil leaders may be blessed with courage and wis-
dom as they work to solve the problems in this world, we 
pray to the Lord…  

That all who are jobless due to the coronavirus may place 
their faith and hope in God, we pray to the Lord…  

For those who are sick, that their needs will be met in a 
loving and gracious manner, we pray to the Lord…  

For those who have gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith, especially Nicholas Salvarola, may they rejoice with 
the saints in God’s everlasting kingdom, we pray to the 
Lord…  

 

T hus says the LORD: . . . If [someone] turns from 
the wickedness he has committed, if he does 

what is right and just, he shall preserve his life; since he 
has turned away from all the sins that he has committed, 
he shall surely live, he shall not die.  
    Ezekiel 18:27-28 

Community Sunday  

Join us for our first virtual Community Sunday following 
this Sunday’s 9:15am live stream Mass.   

Zoom link is Meeting ID:  898 4782 3791, passcode 1vA5Ev 
or by phone 301-715-8592, Meeting ID 898 4782 3791, 
passcode 720270.  Community Sundays will be held the 4th 
Sunday of every month. 

From Fr. George 

Dear Parishioners: 

 I hope all is well with you and your loved ones. Just a 
quick reminder that the Outdoor Saturday Evening 
Mass will move to 6:00 pm on October 3, 2020. Please 
make note of this as you make your Mass attendance 
plans.  

I want to thank all those who have worked so hard to 
make our Masses go so smoothly. Everyone pitching in 
continues to help keep everyone safe. I pray that the 
Lord will shower you and those you care about with an 
abundance of His Blessings in the week to come.  

    Fr. George 



Mass intentions for September 26/27 

4:30 pm (Hall)            William “Bill” Button  

8:00 am (Hall)               

9:15 am                        Dolores Sterbinsky 

10:30 am (Hall)           

Sunday, October 4: Blessing of Pets!  

Join us for this annual event in honor of the feast of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, who taught us to thank God for all the gifts of 
creation.  Gather with your pet (on a leash 
or in an appropriate container) at 12:00 
noon on the lawn next to the Rectory.  

Please clean up after your pet, and please 
wear a mask and observe social distancing. 
We look forward to seeing all of you with 
your pets again this year! 

 

First Responders / Front-Line Workers 

You will receive a special blessing this weekend at   
all Masses, as a  way to show our gratitude for all 
you do for us and our community.   

Bible study : “Kingdom of Happiness—
Living the Beatitudes in Everyday Life" - 
Evening sessions begin October 21 

In a world that offers false promises and fleeting 
pleasures in place of true happiness, it’s time more 
than ever to turn to the Beatitudes. You’re invited 
to join an evening  parish Bible study,  “Kingdom of 
Happiness -- Living the Beatitudes in Everyday 
Life."    

For 8 Wednesday evenings beginning October 21 at 
7pm , participants will read short suggested read-
ings and answer a few questions to prepare for each 
weekly lesson, watch an on-line video and take part 
in a  Zoom discussion to deepen our understanding 
and faith.  

“Kingdom of Happiness” is from Saint Benedict 
Press. In recent years, their excellent Bible studies 
have provided St.  Stephen parishioners with enjoy-
ment, fellowship, and spiritual growth.  If you are 
interested in participating, please call Sister Angela 
at 443-955-1198 or email her at 
redsdef@comcast.net.  

Young Adults: ALPHA is an opportunity to grow in 

your faith and ask questions.  Starting September 30, gather 
with other young 
adults in a virtual en-
vironment for mean-
ingful conversa-
tion.  Catholic Com-
munity of St. Francis 
Xavier is partnering 
with the Archdiocese 
to offer these great 
sessions, Wednesdays at 6:30pm via Zoom.  It's FREE to 
join!  Registration and an informational video available 
at   https://www.ccsfx.org/alpha-2/ 

Jesus’ Urgent, Insistent Request 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says something he has said [many] 
times before. He wants the message to be unmistakable: He 
doesn’t just want us to talk about him or profess our faith in 
him. He wants us to act on our faith. 

Today he says this by telling the Parable of the Two Sons. 
When asked to go work in the vineyard, one son refuses and 
one son agrees. But the one who refuses actually works and 
the one who agrees never does. 

“Which of the two did his Father’s will?” he asks. “The first,” 
comes the answer. He doesn’t want us to say the right things 
or feel the right things. He wants us to do his will.  Outward 
signs of holiness mean nothing to him. He cares if we actual-
ly do the things he is asking us to do. 

“Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God before you,” he says in today’s Gospel, because they ac-
cept the Father’s will. 

Is that unfair? “Hear, O Israel,” answers the first reading. “Is 
it my way that is unfair, or, rather, are not your ways unfair?” 

He is urgent, insistent and pleading: He doesn’t want us to 
just show up at church and call on his name. He wants us to 
do his will — to live the faith well — and he will give us the 
grace to do it. 

Tom Hoopes, “Jesus’ Urgent, Insistent Request” at  
ncregister.com 
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 Becoming Catholic  

“Faith…takes the form of a journey, a path to be followed, 
which begins with an encounter with the living God.”   

       -- Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei (46) 

 Is God inviting you into deeper relationship?  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) is a journey toward full 
communion in the Roman Catholic 
Church.  It is designed for adults who 
are either… 

• unbaptized or baptized in a non-
Catholic Christian tradition who are 
interested in becoming Catholic.   

• baptized Catholic, but have not received the remain-
der of their Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Commun-
ion and Confirmation). 

RCIA is not only about learning what the Catholic 
Church believes and teaches, but also how Catholics live 
and celebrate faith in daily life.  In short, RCIA is about 
sharing the faith with people who are seeking God. 

Do you think the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
might be for you or someone you know? If so, please 
contact Sr. Angela at  redsdef@comcast.net or 443-955-
1198.  We hope to begin Monday, October 19 at 7pm 
VIRTUALLY through ZOOM. Looking forward to jour-
neying with you.    

    Sr. Angela 

Respect Life Month Campaign to Support Local Pregnancy Centers 

Because of pandemic restrictions, we can’t do our normal baby envelope campaign 
this year. At the same time, because of high unemployment and social stress, the 
need for the help that pregnancy centers provide is greater than ever. During the 
month of October, the St. Stephen Respect Life Committee is asking you to make a 
gift to help the Center for Pregnancy Concerns (including their new, soon-to-be-
opened center in downtown Baltimore, next door to Planned Parenthood!) and the 
Women’s Care Center in Fullerton.  

We know that finances are difficult for some parishioners, but for those who are 
able, please consider making a donation in one of the following ways: 

• Bring a check to Mass and place it in one of the decorated baby baskets next to the offering baskets by the hall doors. 

• Mail a check to the parish center, 8030 Bradshaw Road, Kingsville, MD 21087  

Checks should be payable to St. Stephen Parish, with “baby donation” in the memo line.  

• Make a donation electronically on the parish website.  Under “How would you like to allocate your donation?” select 
“Baby Bottle Donation” from the drop down menu.   

We will divide the donations evenly between the two centers. Thank you for your generosity! 

If you are unable to offer financial support at this time, please pray for these ministries. Prayer works wonders. 

Pregnancy Centers provide pregnancy testing and counseling, ultrasounds, prenatal and parenting classes, self-sufficiency training, and 
referrals to sympathetic medical providers.  Baby clothing, cribs, diapers, baby supplies, and other necessities are also available.  The 
Women’s Care Center has a program in which parents receive free children’s books, and  learn ways to teach their children virtues 
through reading these books to their little ones. 

Soar Like an Eagle Virtual 5K  

The HSA is excited to announce that this year we are 
hosting a virtual run fundraiser for the school! All K-8 
students and their families are invited to participate in 
the Soar Like An Eagle Virtual 5k, or the 1 Mile Fun 
Run/Walk. Our littlest friends in preschool are invited 
to run or walk the Eaglet 100 Yard Dash (and your fami-
lies are invited to the 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk, 
too!).  Additionally, anyone is welcome to join us in 
this event including extended family, parishioners, 
community members and any supporter of SSS!   

This event takes place Friday October 23rd through 
Sunday November 1st. This allows 2 weekends to finish 
the race. Please note: registration deadline is 9/28 
to ensure a t-shirt. Get more information and pur-
chase your tickets here! 

You Are a Child of God 

Confess your sin and be 
finished with it.  God’s 
mercy is greater than your 
sin. Don’t be afraid, scrupu-
lous, or anxious. Your are a 
sinner full of sin when you 
go to Confession, and when 
you come out you are a sin-
ner without sin.  But always, before everything else and 
after everything else, you are a child of God.   

     Mother Teresa 
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The Prayer of Spiritual  Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all  things, and I  
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as  if You 
were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.             
Amen. 

Flag Retirement: If anyone in the St Stephen Con-

gregation has a US Flag that is worn, torn, faded or 
badly soiled, it is time to replace it with a new one.  
Troop 877 would be glad to retire it with all the dignity 
and respect befitting our nation's flag.  Please email 
Steve Brown, Scoutmaster, for more information at 
sbrown@skardaengineers.com . 

Our Daily Bread Casseroles: We are still collect-

ing as usual!  You can find the recipe on the parish web-
site, and drop off your frozen, 
labeled casserole to the dona-
tion room under the back 
porch of the parish center. 
Place your casserole in the 
stand-up freezer.  For the recipe, and more information, 
visit https://www.ssparish.org/service. 

Faithful Citizenship 

We are called to witness to 
Faithful Citizenship as we partic-
ipate in the public square 
through political engagement 
and civil dialogue. Watch five 
short videos on Faithful Citizen-
ship at https://www.usccb.org/resources/catholics-
participate-public-life 

Life after Loss 

"You have been fundamentally changed 
by your loss. It takes time to discover 
who you've become."  

Join a small group journey "From Grief 
to Healing" for people coping with loss 
of a loved one.   

The group will meet VIRTUALLY for   

6 Wednesdays 100: - 2:15pm, Nov. 4 through  Dec. 9  

                                       OR  

6 Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:15 pm, Nov. 4 through  Dec. 9  

Contact Sr. Angela at redsdef@comcast.net or 443-955-
1198. Feel free to call with any questions or to just chat.  

I look forward to journeying with you.   

Register (free) by: October 28, 2020    

Faith Formation  

Online classes start 10/4 @ 10am.  Keep an eye out for 
Flock Notes, the Parish email platform, for information 
on picking up materials and Zoom links for online ses-
sions.  

Haven't registered for Faith Formation? Contact Yvonne 
at yvonne@ssparish.org or 410-592-8666. 

 

College Students 

Young Adults Ages 18-21: whether you’ve headed to 
college this Fall (either in person or virtually), staying 
home to work, or joining the military or service corps – 
We’d love to keep in touch! Please join our flock note 
group “college connection” for college-aged young 
adults.  www.ssparish.org/flocknote  

If you are a college student, we’d also like you to be part 
of our college connection group - You can sign up to be 
paired with a parishioner who will pray for you and help 
us send you encouragement through the school 
year!  Sign up here: https://ssparishcollege.weebly.com/  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: is available in PDF 
form to use with your children at home!  To receive a 
weekly Flock Note with this resource and other news 
about children’s ministries, please sign up for flock 
notes at www.ssparish.org/flocknote and select the 
Children’s Ministry group along with any other groups 
of interest to you!  You can also contact Kellie Reyn-
olds at kellie@ssparish.org or 410-592-7294. 

College Connection Ministry seeks parish-
ioner pen pals.  We are looking for senior / retired 

parishioners who would like to be paired with and mail 
correspondence to a college student through the school 
year to offer prayers and spiritual support!  If you are 
interested, please contact Kellie for more information. 
We are also seeking donors who would like to sponsor 
care-packages twice a school year. Email or call us!     
kellie@ssparish.org or 410-592-7294. https://
ssparishcollege-adults.weebly.com/   
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