
The readings for the 18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Reading I: Isaiah 55:1-3            Psalm 145 

Reading II: Romans 8:35, 37-39 

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21  

These readings might help you as you ask yourself 
the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: To whom could you bring the 
assurance of Christ’s love this week? 

Children: Do you remember a time when you 
felt better because someone acted with love? 
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Intercessions for Sunday, August 2 

For the church, that she be a sign of faithful devo-
tion for the multitudes, we pray to the Lord…  

For world leaders, that their decisions be made 
for the highest good in the eyes of God, we pray 
to the Lord…  

For the people of Japan and the United States as 
we remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki, that we 
may be united in upholding human rights and 
peace in our world, we pray to the Lord . . . 

For our St. Stephen community, that we might 
always remember that we are never separated 
from the love of God, despite worldly distractions 
and challenges, we pray to the Lord…  

For all mothers, that the Lord generously provide 
for their needs as they dedicate themselves to 
caring for their children, we pray to the Lord…  

For those who have died, especially Johanna Sad-
ler and Carmella Rubino that they may now rest 
in the arms of our loving God, we pray to the 
Lord…  

T aking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to 
heaven, Jesus said the blessing, broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the 
crowds. 

They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the frag-
ments left over—twelve wicker baskets full. Those who ate 
were about five thousand men, not counting women and chil-
dren.  

From Fr. George 

Dear Parishioners: 

I hope that this finds you doing well in this heat and humidity 
we have been dealing with lately.  

Just to update you, we are continuing to celebrate First Com-
munions and will begin celebrating Confirmation this week. I 
ask you to keep our Candidates and their families in your pray-
ers during this time of Celebration for them.  

Remember to keep an eye on our social media sites for updates 
about things happening at St. Stephen. Also remember that 
even though our staff is working at home some days we are still 
here to serve you. Please call the parish office during normal 
business hours for any assistance needed. May God continue to 
bless you and your loved ones in the week to come.  

Fr. George 



Mass intentions for Saturday, August 1 and 
Sunday, August 2                  
4:30 pm (Hall)            Married Couples  

   8:00 am (Hall)            Parish  

   9:15 am                        Lisa Lauer (L)  

   10:30 am (Hall)           Michael Dietz & Family  

The Little Sisters of the Poor announce  
the virtual 2020 Nun Run!  
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
made our 7th annual Nun Run a virtu-
al race!  By signing up, you are a Su-
perhero to the Little Sisters of the 
Poor and the Residents of St. Martin’s 
Home who  depend on you for your 
continued generosity! Know that the 
Little Sisters and Residents will be cheering virtually as 
you run or walk. Don’t forget to register with our parish 
name for the Parish Pride award! Yvonne Malick 
(ylmalick@yahoo.com) is our parish team lead, and she 
is notified when someone registers as part of our 
parish/school team.  

Click here for Race information and registration 
Contact adevbaltimore@littlesistersofthepoor.org with 

questions 

Maintenance help needed on weekends 
The parish will need help with the setup of chairs on 
Saturday for the 4:30 PM Mass, and the take down of 
the chairs after the 10:30 AM Mass on Sundays.  The 
task may also include performing the necessary sanita-
tion procedures of the hall area after the masses.  The 
position will need to start on August 29, 2020. 

If interested, please email bob@ssparish.org with your 
contact information, or call the Parish Center at 410-
592-7071. 

Our Loaves and Fishes 

The story of the feeding of the 5,000 provides an excel-
lent snapshot of our earthly pilgrimage. We bring our 
loaves and fishes and by faith cooperate with the grace of 
God: “…work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling; for God is at work in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12b-13). 

Christ can take what little we give and multiply it in a 
miraculous way. During Lent, I wanted to push fasting 
and prayer beyond what I had done in previous years.  I 
did go further than in years past, but my sacrifices still 
felt like they were nothing to write home about. Howev-
er, now that we are several months removed from Lent, 
it’s obvious to me that Christ took my loaves and fishes 
and created for me a closer relationship to his Mother 
[which led to] new levels of sanctification. 

Sometimes we go through a season where we make 
offerings without feeling anything and without seeing 
dramatic results. Do it anyway. These seasons work for 
good in our lives because they wean us from dependence 
on feelings and results. Our obedience to God is then 
rooted in our will and intellect empowered by the Holy 
Spirit and infused by faith instead of how we feel and 
things going our way. 

Many Catholics who are prayer 
warriors today started out by only 
being able to pray one decade of 
the Rosary. This decade was the 
loaves and fishes they brought to 
Jesus. They didn’t denigrate their 
offering and their faith kept bring-
ing them back over and over as 

they incrementally began to pray more and more. They 
took the prophet’s advice: “Don’t despise small begin-
nings” (Zech. 4:10). 

In healing the sick and feeding the 5,000, Christ was 
moved by compassion. In giving him our loaves and fish-
es, we can become channels of his mercy, whether it be 
corporal or spiritual works of mercy. 

May God give us eyes of faith to see the loaves and fishes 
in our lives and may Christ take them and multiply 
blessings for the least of these our brethren. 

Jonathan B. Coe, “Bringing Our Loaves And Fishes To 
Jesus” at catholicexchange.com 

High School 2020 Graduates: Heading to Col-

lege this fall (either in person or virtually?). We’d love 
to have you be part of our college connections ministry!  
You can sign up to be paired with a parishioner who will 
pray for you and help us send you encouragement 

through the school year!  Contact Kellie (410-592-7294 
or  kellie@ssparish.org) 

August 15-29 St. Kateri Conservation Cen-
ter is hosting a Bio-Blitz!  Join a Catholic 

"bioblitz" to find plant and animal species at Saint Ka-
teri Habitats and other places where Catholics and 
friends live, using iNaturalist! No experience in neces-
sary, and it's free! Check here for details on how you 
can participate from your yard or neighborhood. 

Flag Retirement: If anyone in the St Stephen Con-

gregation has a US Flag that is worn, torn, faded or 
badly soiled, it is time to replace it with a new one.  
Troop 877 would be glad to retire it with all the dignity 
and respect befitting our nation's flag.  Please email 
Steve Brown, Scoutmaster, for more information at 
sbrown@skardaengineers.com . 
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 Children's Ministry!  

Have you signed up for the St. Ste-
phen/St. Francis de Sales Virtual 
VBS, "Guardians of the Gospel," 
yet?  Add your name to the Sign 
Up  Genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-virtual to receive the links to activi-
ties/videos. 

Virtual Wednesday Evening Prayer  

Everyone is invited to join us on Wednesdays for 
Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm online by internet or 
phone!  You can log into zoom to join us on 
screen, or you can use the Zoom dial-in option to 
call in.  Do you know an elder parishioner who 
would like to join us? Please invite them!  

Zoom links are shared through the Flock Note 
group "Prayer Teams" so please sign up today at 
https://www.ssparish.org/flocknote . (Flock note is 
a service that allows the parish to send you mes-
sages via email, text, or both, your choice!) 

Summer Mission Experience for High School 
Youth August 10-14:  
If you are entering grades 9-12 in Fall of 2020, or have gradu-
ated high school in Spring 2020, we invite you to set aside 
some time to serve our brothers and sisters on the margins 
around the Archdiocese of Baltimore VIRTUALLY through 
projects you’ll do at home!   

Some projects will require food shopping, and lists of items 
will be provided. Daily Zoom at 10am. A tote bag of project 
supplies will be available for pick up at the parish.  Cost is $16 
per person made payable to St. Stephen, plus the cost of gro-
ceries.  Please go to the Sign Up Genius for Service Fair 
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4caaaa2fabfe3-
confirmation2), and add your name to the High School Work 
Camp located at the end of the list of projects.  

Note: Middle School youth: are also welcome to sign up for 
this project! If you participated in our July service camp, most 
of these projects will be new. 

Kenya Partnership Anniversary Tea! 

Join us on August 16 at 10:15—11:15 am for an online tea party 
to celebrate the Anniversary of our Kenya Partnership! After-
noon tea is an important part of Kenyan culture, and we 
would like to honor that tradition by hosting an at-home tea 
party you can join with zoom! A link will be sent to you. We'll 
celebrate with prayer, song, and socializing over tea!  

Tea in Kenya is served hot, even on hot 
days, and sweetened with milk and sugar.  
It is usually served with Queen Cakes (see 
recipe at https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
user/323860/recipe/queen-cakes  Note: the 
recipe says to bake the cakes at 180 degrees 
Celsius, which is equivalent  to 350 degrees Fahrenheit). You 
can have any kind of tea and treats you like!  

Bible study : “Kingdom of Happiness—
Living the Beatitudes in Everyday Life"  

In a world that offers false promises and fleeting 
pleasures in place of true happiness, it’s time more 
than ever to turn to the Beatitudes. You’re invited 
to join a parish Bible study,  “Kingdom of Happi-
ness -- Living the Beatitudes in Everyday Life."  
This study will: 

• Show how the Beatitudes are much more than 
nice sayings, they are the path to happiness chart-
ed by Christ himself 

• Expose the “anti-Beatitudes” for what they are: 
false promises of happiness that lead only to mis-
ery 

• Inspire a renewed resolve to live the Beatitudes 
through video profiles of real-life people living the 
Beatitudes in their everyday life.  

For 8 weeks beginning in September , participants 
will read short suggested readings and answer a 
few questions to prepare for each weekly lesson, 
watch an on-line video and take part in a  Zoom 
discussion to deepen our understanding and faith.  

“Kingdom of Happiness” is from Saint Benedict 
Press. In recent years, their excellent Bible studies 
have provided St.  Stephen parishioners with en-
joyment, fellowship, and spiritual growth.  If you 
are interested in participating, please call Sister 
Angela at 443-955-1198 or email her at 
redsdef@comcast.net.   

College Connection Ministry seeks parishioner 
pen pals.  We’re looking for senior/retired parishioners 

who would like to be paired with and mail correspondence to 
a college student through the school year to offer prayers and 
spiritual support! If you are interested, please contact Kellie 
(410-592-7294 or  kellie@ssparish.org) for more information. 
We are also seeking donors who would like to sponsor care-
packages twice a school year. Email or call us! 
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