
The readings for the Sixth Sunday of 
Easter:  

Reading 1:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17  

Psalm 66 

Reading 2: 1 Peter 3:15-18  

Gospel: John 14:15-21 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself 
the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: What difficulties can your belief in 
the Holy Spirit help you overcome? 

Children: Name some times when you need the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 
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From Fr. George 

Dear Friends  

As things begin to open up around us, let us contin-
ue to pray for one another that we will be safe and 
healthy as we continue to deal with the challenges 
of these unprecedented times. Know that Fr. Paul 
and I continue to pray for you and your loved ones.  

Let us especially remember in our prayers those 
who continue to fight the coronavirus and those 
who worry about them. We also remember all those 
who have lost their lives because of the virus and 
those who mourn their passing. We also remember 
those who care for those who are sick.  

May God bless you and your family in the week to 
come. 

Fr. George  

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from 
You.      Amen. 

 Intercessions for Sunday, May 17 

For Pope Francis, that he continue to lead the church        
in faithfully following Christ’s teachings, we pray to the 
Lord . . .  

For all political leaders, that they will lead with truth and 
work together for the greatest good of all people, we pray 
to the Lord . . .  

For our St. Stephen community, that we will recognize and 
honor the gifts of the Spirit in conducting our lives, we 
pray to the Lord . . . 

For all people, that patience and wisdom will guide our 
decisions through this public health crisis, we pray to the 
Lord . . .  

For all people who suffer in mind or body, that the love of 
friends and family may remind them of God’s care, we pray 
to the Lord . . .  

For medical researchers and professionals, that they will 
collaborate to ethically find treatments for the coronavirus 
pandemic, we pray to the Lord . . . 

For those who have died, that they will be raised into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, we pray to the Lord . . .  



Q & A 

Q. If we have to do good works to keep our right stand-

ing with God, how is salvation by grace alone? 

A. Read the letters of St. John in the New Testament and 

you will see the delicate but real connection between ful-
filling God’s commandments and being in his grace. Our 
Lord himself said, “If you love me keep my command-
ments.” A thing’s being or nature is only shown by its ac-
tions; if we contradict the life of grace in us by evil deeds, 
then we cannot be in God’s grace. If we show by our deeds 
that we love God, then our life of grace is strengthened 
and renewed. We cannot separate the two things, grace 
and works, completely. 

It is true that nothing we can do can place us in God’s 
grace if we have lost it by sin. That is the work of his sheer 
mercy. But to persevere in God’s grace, we have to contin-
ue to do the good works “he has prepared for us to walk 
in,” as the apostle says. We cannot make ourselves alive if 
we are dead, but if we are alive we can cooperate with our 
Maker in preserving and maintaining the life he has given 
us. This is simply common sense in the spiritual life. 

Fr. Hugh Barbour, Catholic Answers (Catholic.com) 

I’m Not Proud of It 

It’s hard to be Christian. It’s easy to say, “I’m a Christian.” 
But to really live it is difficult, and I often think the first mis-
take we make is not acknowledging that. You see, when you 
don’t acknowledge that something is difficult, you have lost 
in many ways from the beginning, because difficult things 
need to be approached with much more focus and inten-
tionality than easy things. 

Yesterday I was walking down the street in a city I will not 
name, and as I walked along the foot path, a driver almost 
ran me over going into his driveway. He saw me, but he did-
n’t care. He was in a hurry or just too impatient to wait. He 
parked, jumped out of his car, and started screaming ob-
scenities at me as if I had done something wrong. 

I wanted to do something. If I were a violent person, I am 
certain that I would have wanted to hit him or kick his car. I 
took note of his car and his house… and for a moment my 
mind started to think about how I could have revenge. I’m 
not proud of it, but my mind went places that were anything 
but Christian. 

It was small things, and I was already in a bad mood so that 
didn’t help. But even my thoughts were not Christian. 

There is a way to live as a Christian – a way to think, to 
speak, and to act… and often I fall short in all three areas. It 
is difficult to be Christian. It is hard to live the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 

It is something that requires constant vigilance, daily effort, 
and never something that just happens. 

The first step is to acknowledge that it is difficult so that we 
can assign the correct amount of effort required for success. 

Matthew Kelly (Dynamic Catholic May Newsletter).  

 Help us reach older parishioners 

St.  Stephen staff and volunteers have been contacting 
our older parishioners to see how they’re doing during 
this  time of coronavirus quarantine.  We’ve been able to 
reach many, but for some we’re having trouble—perhaps 
due to a change in phone number, a move, illness, or 

other factors.  If you have a family member, 
friend, or neighbor who would like a call, 
please give their name and phone number   
(or other way to contact them) to Kellie  
Reynolds at 410-592-7294 (leave a message)  
or Kellie@ssparish.org 

If you think it would be helpful, please share the infor-
mation in this bulletin with parishioners, friends or 
neighbors who do not use email or the St. Stephen web-
site (ssparish.org).  We want to be in touch with all of 
our community, We want to be in touch with all of our 
community, offering caring support where it's needed. 

Phase 1 reopening information from  
Archbishop Lori: 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
As we have been sheltering at home for several weeks 
during this pandemic, we have missed greatly being 
together.  As we look toward Phase I of a reopening 
plan for the church and for everyone in Maryland, I 
want to remind you that we want to make the sacra-
ments and the Mass as available and accessible to you 
as possible. At the same time, we must reopen in a way 
that is safe and looks toward the common good.   

 We owe it to our people to be responsible and have 
made our decisions mainly out of pastoral love, care 
and concern for individuals and for the common good.  

 The Archdiocese recently re-
leased a set of guidelines for 
Phase I . We also created a  
video   to help you understand 
“What to Expect When You 
Return to Mass.”  

 In Phase I, churches will again be open for private 
prayer and adoration. Confessions will be available – 
keeping in mind safe distancing and maintaining priva-
cy. Weekday and Sunday Masses will continue to be 
celebrated without the presence of the faithful, until 
we can gradually open up attendance in Phases II and 
III.  
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Family Resources 

Since Friday May 15th was the International Day of Families, we want to share some additional resources with you! 

View daily resources from the Archdiocese here:  https://www.archbalt.org/at-home/ 

Take a 3-minute family retreat: https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/the-gift-of-family/ 

Find resources for your marriage:  http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/index.cfm 

Pray together using these prayers:  https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/family-prayers/  

Explore Catholic Social Teaching on Family & Community:  https://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101?tab=call-to-
family-community-and-participation 

Read a heart-warming tale of family & faith with pizza day!  https://
www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/family-faith-and-fun/
family-mealtime/bumping-into-god-in-the-kitchen-pizza-day/ 

View images / coloring pages of the Holy Family in art using your favorite 
search engine   

We hope you are enjoying the Children's Liturgy of the Word slides and 
the other resources we’re providing each week.   

Faith Formation 2020-2021  
Registration  

Faith Formation registration for Fall 2020 is now                
in progress.  You may register and pay online at          
ssparish.org.  Please click on link for Faith Formation.   
Registration and payment will be found on the left side of 
page.  Classes are held from September through April on 
Sunday mornings for grades PreK through 8th and Tuesday 
evenings for High School.  

The following guidelines apply in order to register early 
childhood students: 

 PK 3 children must turn 3 years old by 9/01/2020 and be 
potty trained. 

 PK 4 children must turn 4 years old by 9/01/2020 and be 
potty trained. 

 Kindergarten children must turn 5 years old by 
9/01/2020 and be potty trained 

The guidelines from the Archdiocese of Baltimore require 
that a student MUST  have regular attendance in Faith 
Formation for one year prior to AND the year celebrating 
each/any Sacrament in a Faith Formation Catechesis  pro-
gram or at a Catholic School.  

If you would like more information, please contact Mrs. 
Pam Franke at pam@ssparish.org or 401-592-8666. 

Ways to help those in need 

Help for those who are hungry:   If you are able, 
consider donating canned goods or other non-
perishable food items to our Helping Hands Food 
Pantry collection bin. 

Or consider making a casserole for Our Daily 
Bread.  They are feeding the poor daily with take out 
meals and seem to love our chicken noodle broccoli 
casserole.  The recipe can be found here:  https://
www.ssparish.org/service.  You can call Susan Lattin 
410-803-7379 for more information. 

Both the casseroles and the food pantry items can be 
dropped off in the donation room located in the par-
ish center basement under the back porch. If you 
notice the Helping Hands bin is full, please contact  
Kellie@ssparish.org.  Thank you! 

Diapers Needed: Women’s Care Center in Fuller-
ton is continuing to serve women, children and fam-
ilies, with appropriate precautions to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus.  Because of widespread 
unemployment, many people are in need now, so 
the center would welcome donations of diapers in 
sizes NB, 4, 5, and 6.  Target and Amazon, among 
others, will deliver directly to the center at 7621 
Belair Rd., Baltimore, Maryland 21236.  The center’s 
phone number is (667) 401-0700. 
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