
Intercessions for Palm Sunday  
of the Passion of the Lord 

For Pope Francis, our priests and deacons, that we 
support them in their vocation, and pray for their 
continued faithfulness, we pray to the Lord….  

For those suffering from natural disasters such as the 
pandemic, recent tornadoes and earthquakes; for 
their relief and assistance, we pray to the Lord…. 

For all nations,  that the sacrifice of our Lord in His 
Passion deepen our understanding of the value and 
dignity of every human life, we pray to the Lord…. 

For St Stephen’s Community, that our Lenten devo-
tions have strengthened our relationship with God 
and that we continue to seek a deeper relationship 
and faith, we pray to the Lord…. 

For all who welcome children in the face of hardship, 
may they find strength and renewal in Christ, we pray 
to the Lord…. 

For those in need of our forgiveness and mercy, we 
pray to the Lord…. 

For those suffering from illness of any kind, and for 
those who care for them, we pray to the Lord…. 

The readings for this Sunday:  

Procession Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 

Reading 1:  Isaiah 50:4-7 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 22 

Reading 2: Philippians 2:6-11 

Gospel: Matthew 26:14—27:66 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself the 
questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: How will you try to imitate the obedi-
ence and humility of Christ during this holy week? 

Children: What could you do to show respect for Je-
sus this week aw the church remembers his death and 
resurrection? 

The Mass readings for each day’s Mass can be found at 
http://www.usccb.org/.  There is a calendar on the right 
side of the home page; just click on the date and you will 
be taken to the readings for that day.   
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St. Stephen Church 

From Fr. George 

Dear Friends, 

Let’s pray for one another as we continue to experience 
these challenging times. I ask you to also pray for our 
Church and Civic leaders as they are faced with making deci-
sions that protect us all. 

People have asked, “What if I cannot go to confession 
right now because of the pandemic?” Please see page 3 
of this mini bulletin for Pope Francis’ answer to this 
question. 

May God bless you and your loved ones with the knowledge 
that we are never alone and always are showered with God’s 
love. 
   Fr. George 

April 5, 2020 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this mo-
ment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritual-
ly into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You. Amen.” 

Mass and Stations 

Mass will be broadcast live from the St. Stephen Facebook 
page (visit https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/, 
or use the link on the parish website home page,            
ssparish.org). You don’t need a Facebook account to  see  
the Mass or the other parish information. To view the Mass, 
click on “videos” on the left side, and choose the Mass by 
date, or choose the Stations of the Cross) 

• Sunday at 9:15am 

• Monday – Friday 7:30am & 3:30pm 

• Saturday – 7:30am 

Palm Distribution 
Palms cannot be given out today, but the   
parish will save them for later distribution.  

http://www.usccb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/


Pope Francis’ Prayer to Our Lady, Health of 
the Sick, to implore her protection during 
the Covid-19 pandemic 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 

salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. At the foot 

of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,with steadfast 

faith. 

We are certain that you will intercede, as you did at Cana 

of Galilee, so that joy and feasting might return after this 

moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to 

the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took 

our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring 

us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 

God. Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 

– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 

Virgin.     Amen. 

Our Parish Family 

We welcome these new parishioners to the  
St. Stephen family:  

Mr. & Mrs. David Polsinelli 

From the Business Office: 
The priests and staff want to thank all of those who 
have used our electronic giving platform and for all 
who have taken the time to send in their Sunday col-
lection envelopes.  With the loss of attendance at our 
Mass services, our offertory has declined by 33% for 
the month of March. 

The link to our electronic giving may be found on the 
church Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
ststephenbradshaw/ or on  our church website at 
https://ssparish.org/, under “How to Contribute to 
the Church.”  The parish is receiving and processing 
our mail each day.   

Thank you for remembering us and God bless you all! 

Shedding the Light of Christ  

We are meant to see on the cross not simply a violent dis-
play, but rather our own ugliness. What brought Jesus to 
the cross? Stupidity, anger, mistrust, institutional injustice, 
betrayal of a friend, denial, unspeakable cruelty, scapegoat-
ing, fear, etc. In other words, all of our dysfunction is re-
vealed on that cross.  

So far so awful. But we can’t stop 
telling the story at this point. 
Dante and every other spiritual 
master know that the only way 
up is down. When we live in 
convenient darkness, unaware of 
our sins, we will never make 
spiritual progress. So we need 
the light, however painful it is—
then we can begin to rise.  

On the cross of Jesus, we meet our own sin. But we also 
meet the divine mercy that has taken that sin upon himself 
in order to swallow it up. We have found, in that cross, the 
way up. We want to hold up this thing that was considered 
too horrible to look at. We want to embrace and kiss the 
very source of our pain. 

Reflect: What do you do to move out of the "convenient 
darkness" and shed the light of Christ on your own atti-
tudes and behaviors?  

   Bishop Robert Barron 

A Holy Week mini bulletin will be sent out by 

Tuesday, April 7.  

A Beautiful Idea for Palm Sunday  

How can we publicly acknowledge this important 

day on our calendar when so many of us will be be-

hind closed doors? 

The Missionaries of the Holy Spirit posted this idea: 

What if everyone on Sunday, April 5 in the morning, 

puts a branch on the door of their house or on the 

window, to celebrate Palm Sunday? 

It could be any green 

branch you can get. This 

would help, despite the 

social distancing, to be 

connected as we enter 

into the Holiest of 

Weeks. 

Want to join? 

We may be physically isolated, but not separated. 

We are united as the body of Christ. 

We are the Church. 

Yes, we are. We’ve got this. Let’s do it. 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/
https://ssparish.org/


What if I cannot go to confession right now because of the pandemic? 

Pope Francis addressed this issue in his remarks on March 20, 2020 “But many people today would 
tell me, ‘Father, where can I find a priest, a confessor, because I can’t leave the house? And I want 
to make peace with the Lord, I want him to embrace me, I want the Father’s embrace.'” 

The pope said his response would be, “Do what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. It is 
very clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak directly with God, your father, and tell 
him the truth. Say, ‘Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me,’ and ask for pardon with all your heart.” 

Make an act of contrition, the pope said, and promise God, “‘I will go to confession afterward, but 
forgive me now.’ And immediately you will return to a state of grace with God.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 1452, says: “When it arises from a love by which God is 
loved above all else, contrition is called ‘perfect’ - contrition of charity. Such contrition remits veni-
al sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm resolution to have recourse to 
sacramental confession as soon as possible.” 

“As the catechism teaches,” Pope Francis said, “you can draw 
near to God’s forgiveness without having a priest at hand. 
Think about it. This is the moment.” 

The Apostolic Penitentiary also addressed this issue in his 
March 20, 2020 note on sacramental confession. It urged 
priests to remind their faithful that when they find themselves 
with the painful impossibility of receiving sacramental absolu-
tion they can make an act of contrition directly to God in pray-
er. If they are sincere and promise to go to confession as soon 
as possible they “obtain the forgiveness of sins, even mortal 
sins” according to the note. 

 

HINT: You can find several versions of an Examination of Conscience at  
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm  

 

Act of Contrition (traditional) 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and I detest all my sins because of thy just 
punishments, but most of all because they offend Thee, my God, who art all good and deserving of 
all my love.  I firmly resolve with the help of Thy grace to sin no more and to avoid the near occa-
sion of sin. Amen. 

 Act of Contrition (alternate form) 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I 
have sinned against you whom I should love above all things.  

I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to 
sin.  Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/prayers/act-of-contrition.html  

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/prayers/act-of-contrition.html


Easter Vigil at 8:00 PM https://ssparish.org/  Use this link to donate online, mail a check to 
the parish, or text  “register” to 410-237-8023.  

https://ssparish.org/
https://secure.etransfer.com/EFT/BlockCode/donation1.cfm?d2org=SaintStephenChurch&d2tool=donateonetime&fbclid=IwAR1wz-4s8da7_F7FYgqI7GqHAssOZnYw2i71QFS7OGCHB3_nTE0RaGTtq-M

