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Readings for the Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

Reading I: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 

Psalm 128 or Psalm 105 

Reading II: Colossians 3:12-21 or Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm. Keep the readings 
in mind as you ask yourself the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: How do your family members know that you 
are a compassionate person? 

Children: What family member needs your compassion and 
kindness right now? 
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Mission Statement: We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ as a       
welcoming, worshiping, Catholic community by sharing, growing and living the Gospel. 

St. Stephen Church 
The Nativity of the Lord 

December 25, 2020 

 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
December 27, 2020   

Intercessions for Sunday, December 27 

For the Church, may God's guidance be upon every member 
in living out the Gospel message, we pray to the Lord...  

For the salvation of the world, and for the conversion away 
from sin and toward the Gospel, we pray to the Lord...  

For those who feel isolated and struggle to find hope each 
day, may come to know of God's loving, we pray to the 
Lord…  

For all of us here, may the Holy Spirit help us grow in faith, 
hope, and love, we pray to the Lord...  

 For those who have died, especially Elizabeth Mugo, Carolyn 
Sudano, John Robert Johnson, and Rosalie Zinkand, may they 
be welcomed into the heavenly community and rest in eter-
nal peace, we pray to the Lord...  

 

A Great Light  

Isaiah declares (in 9:1):  “The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light.”  We have surely 
walked in darkness during this pandemic year.  
Some of us, perhaps all of us may still be there.  
We have been confined to home.  We have jobs 
and homes in peril.  We grieve the sickness and 
death of family, friends, and unknown-to-us citi-
zens of this country and of the world.   

Yet we take hope this Christmas.  For we are not 
alone.  We are not left in darkness.  Today, the 
Lord Jesus Christ is with us.  In truth, he never 
abandons us.  He will be with us today and tomor-
row and tomorrow’s tomorrow.  And all the to-
morrows.   

Eliot Kapitan, from Office of Divine Worship, 
Archdiocese of Baltimore 

Glory to the newborn King! 

The parish office will be closed from Tuesday, Decem-
ber 29 through Friday, January 1 and will reopen on January 
4. If you would like to make a Mass reservation by phone for 
the Holy Day on 12/31 or 1/1  or for the January 2/3 weekend, 
call the office on Monday 12/28.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm
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Our Parish Family 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Elizabeth Mugo 

Carolyn Sudano 

John Robert Johnson 

Rosalie Zinkand  

December 26 & 27 Mass intentions 

4:30 pm (Hall)            Luther & Anna Duvall   

6:00 pm                       William “Bill” Button (D)  

8:00 am (Hall)              

10:30 am (Hall)            Jerry Kelner (D)  

 

“N ow, Master, you may let your servant go 
in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you prepared in 
sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”  

World Day of Peace  
Every year on January 1, the Holy Father marks the World 
Day of Peace with a special message inviting all people to 
reflect on the important work of building peace. This year's 
message is the latest in a long tradition of messages for this 
day that began with St. Paul VI in 1967 and continued with 
St. John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis. Pray 
for Peace: 

"Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us 
peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open our 
eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: 
"Never again war! With war everything is lost". Instill 
in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to 
achieve peace." 

Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!         Amen. 

- Pope Francis, Invocation for Peace, 6/4/14 
Used with Permission. © LIBRERIA EDITRICE VATICANA 

Prayer Transforms Us 
A friend of mine recently told me that her prayers 
seem useless to her. “Why should I ask God to help 
me find my car keys? Doesn’t God already know 
[what] I need?” 

God wants us to pray, because prayer enables us to 
receive his gifts. Prayer is a transformation of the 
heart that begins with our simple desires: for finding 
lost keys, or for [another need]. But through prayer 
our desires are deepened. Through prayer we come 
closer to God and begin to desire his greater gifts.  

Almighty Father, help us to pray  
from the depths of our hearts,  

so that our hearts are transformed  
through Christ our Lord.  

Fr. Edmund Waldstein, writing in the Magnificat 
Advent Companion 2020 

December 26: Feast of St. Stephen 
On the day after Christmas, we celebrate the Feast of our 
parish patron saint, Saint Stephen.  As we all know, St. Ste-
phen was a deacon and the first Christian martyr.   

This year we celebrate that feast 
day in the context of our parish 
theme, the Prayer for Peace of   
St. Francis, who was also a       
deacon.  Despite the twelve     
centuries that separate these two 
men, both gave their lives to the 
charism and calling of all dea-
cons: participation in the mission 
of Christ through word and service.   

Our own Deacon Francis, aka Deacon Frank, has prepared  
a video reflection on how the lives of both saints lead us   
by example to sharing in the same mission in our own 
lives.  Look for the YouTube link,  
https://youtu.be/G-SSQjBvANI, on our parish web page, 
flock note, or Facebook page for this weekend. 

January 1: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the Holy Mother of God; World Day of Peace  

Masses will be on Thursday, December 31, Vigil Mass at 
4:30pm (Hall), and Friday, January 1, 8am (Hall) & 10:30am 
(Hall; live-streamed) 

Simeon in the Temple (Rembrandt, 1669) 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/june/documents/papa-francesco_20140608_invocazione-pace.html
https://youtu.be/G-SSQjBvANI
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Q & A 

Q: A friend tells me that Jesus was probably born 

in the summer. How do I explain to her the reason 
the Church celebrates Christmas on December 25?   

A: As we do not know the exact date of Christ’s 

birth, the date of December 25 for Christmas may 
have been arbitrary. The Church could have chosen 
another date on which to celebrate the birth of 
Christ. One reason December 25 may have been 
deemed suitable is its proximity to the winter sol-
stice. After that date the days start to become long-
er, and thus it is at the beginning of a season of 
light entering the world (cf. John 1:5, “The light 
[Jesus] shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.”).  

The summer solstice—after which the days start to 
get shorter—falls near June 24, on which the 
Church celebrates the birth of John the Baptist, 
who declared of Christ, “He must increase, but I 
must decrease” (John 3:30).  

Catholic Answers (Catholic.com) 

Friendly Caller Ministry: If you are aware of a     

parishioner who is alone, please alert our Friendly 
Caller Ministry at 410-592-7294 with their name and 
phone    number.  A ministry volunteer will reach out 
and offer a friendly voice after the New Year. 

Applications are now open for PreK 4 
and   Kindergarten at St. Stephen School 
for the 21/22 school year! Please share with 

your friends and family so they can have an oppor-
tunity to experience the    St. Stephen difference! In-
quire or apply at ssschool.org 

Project Rachel 
Project Rachel is a ministry that provides a safe place to 
renew, rebuild and redeem hearts wounded by abortion in 
a variety of ways. Below are two opportunities coming in 
the new year: 

Also, Come to the Waters of Healing one-day re-
treats offer a beautiful opportunity for healing to those who 
have struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of an 
abortion. The 2021 dates are: 2/27, 4/24, 6/26, 8/28, 10/30 

The retreat is a chance to get away from the daily pres-
sures to focus on a painful time in life, and to begin heal-
ing through a supportive and non-judgmental process. 
Spiritual exercises focusing on God’s forgiveness, compas-
sion, and mercy help participants work through repressed 
grief and anger that may exist. 

Many preconceived fears of condemnation are trans-
formed into blessings; memories of abandonment, pain, 
and confusion are replaced by peace and reconciliation. 

Contact info: dedicated confidential phone & voice 
mail:  (410) 625-8491, Texting: (410) 299-9345 Email:       
projectrachel@archbalt.org, or amy.erardi@archbalt.org 

Games for Kids’ Bingo Needed 

If you are shopping after-Christmas deals, we are 
looking for donations of Games or Craft Kits for our 
19th Annual Kids’ Bingo!  The event will be virtual 
this year, but we anticipate it being as fun as ever 
with lots of items for our winner's choice prizes!   

We’re looking for items that are valued around $15 
(with a cost to you of around $5).  You may leave 
items on the Parish Center back porch, labeled Kids’ 
Bingo.  If you have any questions, please contact Rob-
in at 410-592-7294 or Robin@ssparish.org.  Thank you 
for your generosity! 

 Thank you, St. Stephen! 
Once again, our community provided an abundance of 
food to be donated to those in need. We held our Christ-
mas Ham Drive on Tuesday, December 15th and collected 
a total of 78 hams! Between the canned goods donated 
during our Thanksgiving Food Drive and the hams collect-
ed on December 15th, we fed 50 families for Christmas this 
year! Thank you to the wonderful staff and volunteers who 
collected and delivered the food and a special thanks to 
everyone who donated. You have truly responded to God's 
call to serve the poor. 

http://ssschool.org
mailto:projectrachel@archbalt.org
mailto:amy.erardi@archbalt.org
mailto:Robin@ssparish.org

