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Readings for the First Sunday of Advent 

Reading I: Isaiah 63:16-17, 19, 64:2-7 

Psalm 80 

Reading II: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 

The full text of these readings 
is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/
readings/112920.cfm. Keep 
them in mind you as you ask 
yourself the questions of the 
week: 

Teens/Adults: At this time, how faithful do you feel 
you are being to God’s plan for you? 

Children: What good thing might God be asking 
you to do right now? 
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Mission Statement: We, the parish of St. Stephen, will carry out the mission of Jesus Christ as a       
welcoming, worshiping, Catholic community by sharing, growing and living the Gospel. 

St. Stephen Church 
The First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020   

Intercessions for Sunday,  November 29 

For Pope Francis, our priest and deacons, to lead us 
in reflection during Advent, we pray to the Lord…  

For the youth of our parish to continue to strive to be 
their best and follow the Lord, we pray to the Lord…  

For those family members we will not be with this 
holiday season for continued strength and connec-
tion with us, we pray to the Lord…  

For all who face hunger and malnutrition, may God 
grant them strength and provide the means for them 
to obtain their daily bread, we pray to the Lord...  

For all essential workers that they have continued 
strength and health to do their jobs and realize our 
sincere gratitude, we pray to the Lord…  

For those who have died, may they rejoice forever in 
their reunion with our heavenly Father, we pray to 
the Lord…  

Be Alert!  Watch!   

We begin this new liturgical year as the old one ends:  
alert, on the watch, looking to the end time (that is, 
the return of Jesus Christ) while still living in this 
middle time of grace.  In our watching, we make the 
words at the center of this Sunday’s Isaiah reading our 
own:  “Would that you might meet us doing right.”  
Let us be faithful gatekeepers – of our thoughts and of 
our acts – actively looking for the face of the Lord.   

How will I maintain hope as I wait for Jesus Christ?   

What will I say?   

What will I do?  The Works of Mercy can be a start.   

W atch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord 
of the house is coming, whether in the evening, 

or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he 
not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to 
you, I say to all: “Watch!”  

     Mark 13: 35-37 

The Works of Mercy  

Corporal Works of Mercy  

◊ Feed the hungry            ◊ Visit the prisoners  

◊ Give drink to the thirsty    ◊ Bury the dead  

◊ Shelter the homeless          ◊ Give alms to the poor  

◊ Clothe the naked            ◊ Visit the sick          

◊ Care for our common home, the earth 

Spiritual Works of Mercy  

◊ Counsel the doubtful         ◊ Forgive injuries  

◊ Instruct the ignorant         ◊ Bear wrongs patiently  

◊ Admonish the sinner         ◊ Comfort the sorrowful  

◊ Pray for the living and the dead  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112920.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112920.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112920.cfm
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 Pray a Novena to Mary Mother of the God 
for Our Nation:   

From the foundation of the 
United States of America, our 
Bishops have expressed great 
trust in Mary’s motherly protec-
tion. In 1792, for instance, 
America’s first Roman Catholic 
Bishop, the Most Reverend John 
Carroll of Baltimore, chose the 
Blessed Mother as the Patroness 
of the United States and en-
trusted the newly created na-
tion to her care. On May 13, 
1846, the Bishops unanimously 
chose Mary as the Patroness of our land. When the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception was dedicat-
ed in Washington D.C. in 1959, the Bishops again solemn-
ly entrusted the country to her.  

Pray this novena anytime! Or, pray from Nov 29 - Dec 7 in 
preparation for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
on December 8.  Register for this free, self-guided novena 
at https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/novena-to-the-
mother-of-god-for-the-nation 

Our nation needs the power of prayer more than ever. In 
times of crisis, Catholics turn instinctively to the Mother 
of God to heal our wounds. Now, we can all do our part in 
this national effort by praying the Novena to the Mother 
of God for the Nation. In this powerful supplication, our 
voices speak as one asking Mary’s intercession to unite us 
as one nation under God. 

Feeling Abandoned by God 

[Today’s reading from the book of Isaiah] addresses a 
community that feels abandoned by God, yet it is of 
their own doing. As individuals we too can feel aban-
doned by God, and this passage inspires us to look at 
our own complicity in the situation in which we find 
ourselves.   

In our own lives, there are or will be periods when we 
feel that God is far away and is no longer caring for us. 
But as Isaiah points out, it is we who have wandered 
far away from God and thus can no longer hear him. 
God does not “make us” wander, but God allows us to 
wander because God has given us free will. In order to 
have the free will to love God, we also must have the 
free will to reject God, and like the ancient people of 
Israel, we often do.  

In other words, Isaiah is acutely conscious of the cove-
nant relationship that God has established with his 
people, and that God wills it to continue. The people 
themselves have been too distracted by sin or by life 
itself to remember the covenant. The consequence of 
forgetting God is that the people of God are “delivered 
up to their guilt.” They find that “God is far away.” 

Isaiah offers a solution to the problem of this lack of 
relationship: remember that 
God is our Father. Return to 
the relationship with him.  

Proper relationship with God   
is one of docility. God is the 
potter, and we are the clay. 
Clay does not tell the potter 
how it wants to be shaped or 
what kind of life it demands    
or expects. Clay allows itself    
to be formed by the potter. 
Docility is the opposite of 
rebellion and sin.  

Cindy Morales, Advent: Preparing for Christ, Catholic 
Scripture Study International,  pp. 7-8 

Best Advent Ever 

This Advent, please join your fellow parishioners for 
Dynamic Catholic’s Best Advent Ever: Let Your Soul 

Shine. Every day during Advent, 
you’ll receive an email with a 
short video from Matthew Kelly 
and the Dynamic Catholic team.  

It’s completely free and easy to 
sign up. All you have to do is go 
to https://

www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-advent-
ever.html and enter your name and email address. In-
vite your family and friends, as well! 

December 12 & 13 -  Annual Winter Coat 
Drive for St. Benedict Parish 

Again this year our sister parish is in need to help their 
friends and neighbors with new or gently used coats of all 
sizes!  Please drop off your donation in the bins located 
outside the Church basement door during the weekend of 
the December 12 and  13.  Please, do NOT tie bags closed. 
Thanks for your generosity, which helped serve 150 fami-
lies and a total of 520 people last Christmas! 

Thanksgiving Food Drive Thank You 

We are overjoyed with the amount of donations we re-
ceived for the Thanksgiving Food Drive. Between the 
school and the Parish we collected over 6,682 canned 
goods and 64 turkeys! Your generosity in responding to 
God’s call to feed the poor is admirable. Over 40 families 
were able to put food on the table for Thanksgiving AND 
Christmas because of your donations. Thank you to the 
staff and volunteers who packaged and delivered the food 
and to the school families and parishioners who donated. 
Happy Thanksgiving!  

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/novena-to-the-mother-of-god-for-the-nation
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/novena-to-the-mother-of-god-for-the-nation
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-advent-ever.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-advent-ever.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-advent-ever.html
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November 28 & 29 Mass intentions  

4:30 pm (Hall)       Parish   

6:00 pm                  Carmela Mirabile (D)  

8:00 am (Hall)              

9:15 am                     Betty Glahm (D)  

10:30 am (Hall)       William “Bill” Button (D)  

Advent Angel Program News 

Because of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic,  the   Advent Angel program 
needed to adjust this year. Our 
sister parish, St. Benedict, in the 
city, needs our assistance. They 
have 150 pre-screened recipients 
in their program this year. We 
have offered to help  in two ways:  

• This Sunday, November 29, is the last day to 
contribute gift cards.  Please keep to these cards: 
Visa, Mastercard, Target, Walmart, Kohl’s, Amazon. 
Cards can be for any denomination. Please drop all 
cards in either the weekly offertory baskets at Mass, 
the mailbox outside the Convent, or at the Parish 
Office. The cards will be used to buy gifts on St.     
Benedict’s wish list. 

• Second, we have been asked to help supply a holi-
day dinner for each family. Food drive items are due 
by December 6th. Please keep to these items: canned 
vegetables, jar/canned gravy, box/bag stuffing, box/
bag potatoes and pie fixings. Please, no perishables. 
Turkeys are not needed. We will collect all food items 
on a drive-by-basis only at the church basement door 
on these two remaining Sundays: November 29 and 
December 6 from 9-12 

This year, we will miss seeing the Convent filled with gifts 
for children in need, but we’ll continue to put smiles on 
many faces this year with your help. Thank you and God 
Bless You! 

Is God be calling you to be a deacon? 

The Deacon, through the grace of ordination, bears 
witness to Christ the Servant. As Archbishop Lori in-
vites us into renewal and forming true missionary dis-
ciples in A Light Brightly Visible, the deacon serves as a 
witness and true blessing, helping to lead us outside 
the doors of the Church to serve our neighbor, to in-
vite them into an encounter with the Lord Jesus, and 
to accompany them on the path of faith. In these un-
precedented times of the pandemic, the Lord is still 
calling forth and equipping men and women for minis-
try.  

If you are willing to consider becoming a deacon, at-
tend an information session as a next step. In addition, 
we encourage you to connect with the priests and dea-
cons at your home parish, so they know you are inter-
ested.  

After acceptance, deacon formation is a four-
year process. Those gentlemen accepted into for-
mation have stability in their lives, in their families, 
and in their faith. This is measured, at the time of ordi-
nation, as 10 years as a Catholic, 10 years in marriage (if 
married), and with the ability to provide for the needs 
of your family, while balancing formation and future 
ministry expectations. Information sessions will be 
held:  

§  Saturday, December 5 at 7pm on Zoom,  

§  Thursday, January 7 at 7pm at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Ellicott City,  

§  Sunday, January 10 at St. Ignatius in Ijamsville, 

§  Wednesday, January 27 at 6pm at St. Bernadine in 
Baltimore 

§  Wednesday, February 10 at 7pm on Zoom 

Please assist the formation team by registering with 
Kristine Arata, Kristine.Arata@archbalt.org 
(registering allows us to contact you if adjustments 
must be made to the schedule).  

To ensure an understanding of the commitment of 
formation, applications are only available to those who 
attend an information session, or after special consid-
eration with a member of the formation team: Fr. Mike 
Triplett (mtriplett@archbalt.org), Deacon Larry 
Matheny (lmatheny@e-stignatius.org), and Deacon 
Scott Lancaster (slancaster1@stlouisparish.org). 

mailto:Kristine.Arata@archbalt.org
mailto:mtriplett@archbalt.org
mailto:lmatheny@e-stignatius.org
mailto:slancaster1@stlouisparish.org
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Youth Ministry  

November Service Update: Thank you to the 63 
youth from St. Stephen parish who participated in 
the Harford Area Youth Ministry’s November Ser-
vice Project.  Teens decorated plates and orna-
ments from Amazing Glaze and baked cookies to 
gift to senior citizens.  They also made casseroles 
for Our Daily Bread and shopped for the Advent 
Angel Food Drive to benefit our sister parish, St. 
Benedict! Projects were topped off with a hand-
made gift bag and card.  Our youth are creative 
and generous!   

Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-39)  

Young Adult Ministry Contact Info: Kellie Reynolds   
kellie@ssparish.org (best) or 410-592-7294. 

College Connection Ministry:  If you would like a care 
package to be sent to you, please join our mailing list and 
help us keep in touch!  https://ssparishcollege.weebly.com/ 

Young Adults age 18-21:  Whether you are working, in the 
military, doing a service year, or in college at home or away, 
we want to connect with you!  Please join our mailing list by 
signing up for flock notes at www.ssparish.org/flocknote and 
join the college connection group! 

Advent Retreats:  There are multiple Advent retreats hap-
pening online and we would like to invite you to participate 
in one that fits your schedule.  Please contact Kellie for more 
info:  kellie@ssparish.org.  

Advent Countdown to Christmas:  Young Adults are invit-
ed to join our Advent countdown!  How it works: sign up at 
www.ssparish.org/flocknote and then join the Prayer Team 
group.  Flock Notes will be sent to you throughout Advent 
with prayers and actions you can do at home.  Then, we’ll 
gather online on Tuesday, December 22 at 6pm for an      
Advent party!  

“The significant devastation and tragic loss of life caused 
by hurricanes Eta and Iota in Central America have been 

well chronicled in the news and on social media. With 
hearts full of care and concern, let us offer our prayers 

for those who have died and for the comfort and consola-
tion of their loved ones. We pray too for the safety and 

wellbeing of all who now face the difficult task of rebuild-
ing their homes and lives.  

Here, in our Archdiocese, we are grateful to the Latino 
Immigrant Community for taking the lead in collecting 
clothing, non-perishable food items, and much needed 
monetary donations that will be sent to Guatemala and 

Honduras to assist in the effort.  

Those who wish to help can go to the Catholic Relief 
Services website: https://support.crs.org/donate/

hurricane-eta May God bless the wonderful people of 
Central America with strong faith and courage as they 

face the days ahead.”  

-Most Reverend William E. Lori  
Archbishop of Baltimore  

World AIDS Day  

World AIDS Day is December 1 
and the theme for the 2020 
observance  is “Ending the 
HIV/AIDS Epidemic: Resili-
ence and Impact.” World 
AIDS Day was first observed in 
1988. The mission is to bring  
attention to the HIV epidemic, endeavor to in-
crease HIV awareness and  knowledge, speak out 
against HIV stigma, and call for an increased re-
sponse. There is still a vital need to raise money, 
increase awareness, fight prejudice and improve 
education. 

Join in praying the The World AIDS Day prayer  

CCHD Funds at Work 

These are some examples of how funds collected for 
CCHD (Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-
ment) were used locally in 2020: 

ACT: Composed of 26 church based and non-profit 
groups will listen to the needs of residents, encour-
age participation in leadership training. 

CHIN: Works to secure and support sponsorship 
for the GRACE Act Guaranteed Refugee Admissions 
Enhancement Act by Maryland's senators and rep-
resentatives. 

CHARM CITY COMMUNITY LAND TRUST: New 
homeowners in the McElderry Park neighborhood 
of southeast Baltimore will be aided with educa-
tional and practical benefits of cooperative land 
ownership and sustainability. 

DRINK AT THE WELL: In the Curtis Bay area of 
Baltimore City, residents now have a vision of home 
ownership and self help long denied some of their 
families. This will offer an opportunity to move 
from rent to holding a property deed and share in 
enjoying green spaces and playgrounds. 

mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
https://ssparishcollege.weebly.com/
http://www.ssparish.org/flocknote
mailto:kellie@ssparish.org
http://www.ssparish.org/flocknote
https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/overview/history/hiv-and-aids-timeline
https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/overview/history/hiv-and-aids-timeline
https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/overview/history/hiv-and-aids-timeline
https://www.chausa.org/prayers/cha-prayer-library/prayer/prayer-for-world-aids-day

