
Readings for the Solemnity of Our Lord  
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Reading I: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

Psalm 23 

Reading II: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

The full text of these readings is available at https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112220.cfm. Keep them in 
mind you as you ask yourself the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: If you were to be judged today by God, 
what would be your greatest regret? What is one thing 
you could do to change that? 

Children: To which person could you especially try to 
show Jesus’ love and care? 
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Intercessions for Sunday,  November 22 

For our church leaders, that they continue to shepherd 
us in the ways of Christ the King, we pray to the Lord… 

For the sick, the poor, the hungry, the stranger, and the 
prisoner, may they be filled with the knowledge of God’s 
love for them, we pray to the Lord...  

For St. Stephen’s Community, that we remain thankful 
every day for the blessings we have received and share 
with those in need, we pray to the Lord…  

For the youth of our parish to continue to strive to be 
their best and follow the Lord, we pray to the Lord…  

For those family members we will not be with this holi-
day season for continued strength and connection, we 
pray to the Lord…  

For those who have died that they may rejoice forever in 
their reunion with our heavenly Father, we pray to the 
Lord…  

Not Your Average King 

Unlike worldly kings, [Christ the King] does not 
force us to be His subjects and live in His kingdom. 
Earthly kings conquer regions and force peoples un-
der their rule by might. But Jesus is a King who re-
spects our freedom to decide whether to have Him as 
our King and to accept the virtues of His kingdom—
or not. Hence, Hell is not so much a place of punish-
ment as it is a place for those who refuse, those who 
say no to Christ and His kingdom.  

This King, though all-powerful, does not force His 
kingship and laws. He offers them to all and allows 
each of us to decide.  

Msgr. Charles Pope, “Not Your Average King – A Homi-
ly for the Feast of Christ the King” at blog.adw.org 

 

T hen they will answer and say, “Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your 
needs?” 

He will answer them, “Amen, I say to you, what you did 
not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for 
me.” And these will go off to eternal punishment, but 
the righteous to eternal life.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112220.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112220.cfm
http://blog.adw.org/2017/11/not-your-average-king-a-homily-for-the-feast-of-christ-the-king/


 Thanksgiving Day 
Masses 

This Thursday, Novem-
ber 26,  is Thanksgiving 
Day.    St.  Stephen parish 
will   celebrate two Mass-
es that day:  

 7:30 Church pub-
lic  Mass (regular daily 
Mass with Facebook live 
stream) 

 9:30 Hall Mass: Reser-
vations are necessary; make a reservation in one of 
these two ways: 

 On Line - beginning Monday, November 23 at 
9am until all places are taken: through the Sign Up 
Genius (see link to Sign Up Genius on parish web-
site home page.) 

 By Phone - Monday, November 23 at 9 am 
through Tuesday, November 24 at 3:00 pm: by  
calling 410-592-7072. 

Unfortunately, because of pandemic restrictions, we 
can’t enjoy the delicious pastries that are traditional-
ly served by the Ladies of Charity after the 9:30 
Thanksgiving Day Mass.  We’ll look forward to them 
in 2021—and be extra thankful for them then! 

November 22 - Community Sunday 

Join us online at 10am (or immediately following the 
9:15 livestream Mass) by using the link below or by 
going to www.zoom.us and clicking on "join a meet-
ing" then enter the meeting ID and passcode below!  

Direct link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88583054190?
pwd=b0kwRmVhdnArcVJyR1BaMXhMWDVlQT09 

Meeting ID: 885 8305 4190 

Passcode: 3GExfG 

No internet? Join us by phone. Call 301 715 8592 then 
enter meeting ID: 885 8305 4190 and Passcode: 
175283  

 A Higher Dominion 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus resists false or premature 
adulation. Yet the plotline bears inexorably toward the ac-
clamation of Christ as King. We hear hints of it in Mat-
thew’s final judgment scene. But before Jesus’ crucifixion, it 
is Pilate who gets straight to the point: “Are you the king of 
the Jews?” The unfolding of events that day makes it clear: 
yes, in Jesus we have a king. A king who is crowned (with 
thorns), who is robed in a royal mantle (for the sake of deri-
sion), who receives a scepter into his hands (the reed of 
contempt). 

Behold the king, face-to-face with the uncloaked rulers of 
the world, the powers of selfishness, fear, and brutality. Be-
hold the king who endures humiliation and mockery rather 
than stooping to fight with the weapons of the world. Be-
hold the king, fighting under the banner of his Father’s 
mercy. 

In a few weeks, we will witness our King receiving homage 
from the Magi at a crib in a stable. In [the Gospels], we 
learn other places where he must receive homage: behind 
the bars of a lonely prison cell, in the places where the 
homeless and disdained congregate, in boardrooms and 
offices where decisions are made about the fate of strug-
gling and vulnerable people. 

To proclaim Christ as King is to raise a banner of resilient 
and victorious mercy above the powers of this world. There 
indeed exists a higher dominion that binds and embraces 
us. Every other nation, rule, or governing power is but an 
echo of his merciful, glorious kingdom. 

Justin Bartkus 

Justin Bartkus studies human-centered design and business 
and previously served as a high school theology teacher and 
as rector of the University of Notre Dame’s Villa residence in 
Rome.  

#HSYM & Middle School Faith Formation are 
invited to join us online at Community Sunday! 
Please see the link info above. 

The weekly Wednesday vespers are “on 

hold” for now, but please watch for new opportuni-
ties that will be available starting in Advent!  

  



Mass intentions for November 21 & 22 

4:30 pm (Hall)   Thanksgiving Catechists   

6:00 pm               St. Stephen Society  

8:00 am (Hall)    Lorraine Soter   

9:15 am                 Angie Falbo & The Falbo Family (L+D)  

10:30 am (Hall)   Baumbach Family (L+D)  

Advent Angel Program News 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic,  the Advent 
Angel program has needed to adjust this year. 

Our sister parish, St. Benedict, in the city, 
needs our assistance. They have 150 pre-
screened recipients in their program this year. 
They say, “keep it simple” and we plan to do 
that. We have offered to help St. Benedict par-
ish in two ways:  

• First, we will be collecting gift cards until November 
29th. Please keep to these cards: Visa, Mastercard, Target, 
Walmart, Kohl’s, Amazon. Cards can be for any denomi-
nation. Please drop all cards in either the weekly offertory 
baskets at Mass, the mailbox outside the Convent, or at 
the Parish Office. The cards will be used to buy gifts on St. 
Benedict’s wish list. 

• Second, we have been asked to help supply a holiday 
dinner for each family. Food drive items are due by De-
cember 6th. Please keep to these items: canned vegeta-
bles, jar/canned gravy, box/bag stuffing, box/bag potatoes 
and pie fixings. Please, no perishables. Turkeys are not 
needed. We will collect all food items on a drive-by-basis 
only at the church basement door on Sunday, November 
22, November 29, and December 6 from 9-12. 

This year, we will miss seeing the Convent filled with gifts for 
children in need, but we’ll continue to put smiles on many 
faces this year with your help. Thank you and God Bless You! 

 

EWTN Pro-Life Weekly 

Every week, Catherine Hadro and a team of   
pro-life experts help you stay informed and  
educated with the latest news and truth on 
abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide and the 
culture of death. .  

Watch online at https://www.ewtn.com/tv/
shows/ewtn-pro-life-weekly. Scroll down to see 
a listing of recent shows.   

November is Adoption Month! 

Some Maryland adoption facts courtesy of   
Molly Sheahan from the Maryland Catholic 
Conference: 

 Nearly 4,000 kids in foster care 
 481 children waiting for adoptive families 
 348 children were adopted through foster   
care last year 

The DHHS website has a list of the 15 private 
adoption agencies in Maryland. Families can 
choose a single or multiple agency approach. 
Adoptions through the state are typically less 
expensive than private adoptions with families 
often paying only for an attorney. There are 
many tax credits and financial aid available as 
well. For more information visit: 
dhs.maryland.gov/adopt or 
www.adoptionstogether.org/adopting/adopt-
from-foster-care/heart-gallery/ 

2020 Parish Appeal for CCHD 

Our special collection today supports the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development. There are 40 million people in the 
United States living in in poverty. This collection supports   
programs that empower local communities to address the   
challenges they face.  

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development supports 
those living in poverty across the country. It identifies and   
addresses the unique obstacles people face as they work to     
lift themselves out of poverty. In addition, 
25% of the funds we collect will remain in our diocese to fund 
local antipoverty projects. See more information on the CCHD 
on page 4 of this bulletin.   

By supporting this collection, you are giving those on the mar-
gins a hand up, not a handout. Please be generous. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/ewtn-pro-life-weekly
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/ewtn-pro-life-weekly
https://dhs.maryland.gov/adoption/
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/adopting/adopt-from-foster-care/heart-gallery/
https://www.adoptionstogether.org/adopting/adopt-from-foster-care/heart-gallery/



